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THE MONKS OF LEADENHALL. 



CHAPTER I. 



*' Now say on, gentle frere ; 

Of thyg tydyng 

That ye me bryng 
I long full sore to here.*' 

Sir Thomas Moeb. 



Though Mr. Common Hunt paid the 
greaite^t attention to Edmund^ not all 
hiet kjoidness, nor ev^i ibe captivating 
disfj^y of the powers of Iris most accom* 
I^hied piipiky could make tlieday wfeicik 
our fiero had to pass at the Lord Majov's. 
dbg^house other than tedious in the esk' 
VOL. m. B 
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2 OTHER TIMES; OR, 

treme. He could derive no amusement 
from those proofs of canine sagacity 
which Dick Longthong had held to be 
perfectly irresistible; and though noon 
was already past, he sighed for the fear- 
ful period which had yet to elapse, before 
the approach of night, 

Mr. Common Hunt had procured a 
messenger to carry a letter to Lord Er- 
pingham . After some hours were wasted, ^ 
he returned, having been unable to find 
his way to Fickett's-fields. Sent back 
with more particular directions, he 
brought news that Lord Erpingham was 
from home. Having waited for his 
return, to no purpose, he brought with 
him the note which he had been charged 
to give into bis lordship's own hands. 

Edmund would have sought his noble 
friend himself, but feared to venture 
forth in his monastic dress. The clothes 
of Mr. Longthong were so small, that he 
could not weal- them ; and the neigh- 
bourhood of Finsbury was iM)t so well 
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THE M0KK6 OF LEADkNHALL. 3 

provided'With tailors before the middle* 
of the sixteenth, as it is now in the nine* 
teenth century. He 'was therefore' con- 
strained, however reluctantly, to remain 
where he was. 

The evening at length arrived. Thelast 
ray of light had not quite vanished, when 
the impatient Edmund, having thanked 
Mr. Conmion Hunt for his civility, which 
he promised- to acknowledge shortly in 
a more appropriate way, prepared to re- 
cross the fields he had traversed in the 
morning. The door of the dog-house 
was about to close, when a merry imi- 
tation of the crowing of a cock was 
heard. Edmund took no notice of it ; 
but Mr. Common Hunt, with equal sur- 
prise and pleasure, exclaimed, 

«* Cock's bodiy ! my master, but it's right 
well that you did not leave sooner, for 
there,is the merry note of Nick Bray him- 
self.'* And the jester, who now made 
his appearance, proved that the ear- 
B 2 
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of Mr. CommoQ Hunt bad not ^eqeived 
him, 

<« I am gkd/' said Ed^mp^j *< to 9«e 
y(0U here ia safety ; I y^^ fearful tjbat 
some discovery would take fia/ceJ* 

" Marrjr, and discoveries' have taken 
place» such as would startle that great 
discoverer, GijQvanni Gaboto,. or Cabot, as 
common people, no reflectiw. an you, 
Mr. (kmmon Hunt„ call him. After all 
the pains I took with Billy de Broke, 
they found out that it was not you." 

*« This I expected.'' 
. '< But as I expected^ they didnot Imd 
it out in time to cut ofi'your retreat i w}t 
did they discover that I had any hand in 
beautifying him ^ nor do they suspect 
his transmogrification to have been ef- 
fected, as you know it was, by Old Nick.** 

" Then what drove you to quit the 
monastery so early ?" 

*< Simple apprehension, and favourable 
opportunity. O I have such tidings ! 
But to tell you a secret. Master Dicky 
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Ldi^thoog, which you, wiil do wtVL to 
impart to your cupboard without ddayi 
I have made but a eby sort of dihnter ; 
* and as fasting is not thai: religioUB cere- 
mony, on the observance of which I 
most pride myself^ :^ aiiy decent remdins 
of your repast can be found/ 1 «hail pot 
be above eating widi you." . . v/ 

^ Jt nothing displeases ine,^ said Mr. 
-Common Hunt, ":to find that yoii hkve 
nekiher lost your atemaeb nixr y^m| 
6ptrit3.^' i^ 

** That IB no bad speeeh ; though it 
falls short a£ that which was sometimes 
addressed to mine organ of hearing bf 
old Cavendish, wben I was find to my 
Lord Cardinal.'' . . . 

^ What might that be ?" 

" Why it ran tteis: * Our Lord being 
meditative^ aoid maeh engagedin writing, 
will not forth ftom his closet, and will 
nothing for refection there> save an 
orange ; wherefore, of his singular gface 
and favour^ he bids us to dine&ffi 
B 3 
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and sa, master f^ol, sit down and cat thy 
fill.' 'V 

** The last part I will say, as lustily as 
he could say it, if you give me but 
time/' : . 

** Time ! — O you are unreasonable to 
expect an hungry man will give time : I 
would sooner give pence/' 

« Wait but till I have killed a 6apon/' 

^^ In. sooth, not I ^ for I am not dis- 
posed to take his feathers for a Warner^ 
and cannot wait till he is fairly stripped 
of them, and spitted. But judging you 
would be thus circumstanced^ I ordered 
at the tavfirn within the gate, hard by 
Coleman-street, (where I changed mine 
apparel,) half a dozen pigeons, a coney, 
and a goose, to be dressed. while I came 
hither to bid you to supper.'* 

" I cannot with you," said Edmund; 
*< for to me each moment seems an hour 
till I reach Lord £rpingham." 

*^ You are impatient, I know,, to pour 
vengeance : on the villain : Egbert. But 
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cease to Jfb the unmanageable colt you 
have been, and subject yourself to the 
bridle of reason, that y^u may hearken 
to good counsel. You shall to supper 
with me, for I have much to 'tell j and 
for JEgbert, haVfe hot a thought of him. 
He has been taken good care of, I 
promise ybH.*' 

** What mean you ? Tell me of what 
you speak ?"^I am all impatience.** 

*' So am I — for supper, l^ow^ if you 
can repine so at waiting for a tale, wl^at 
ought i to do, who am detained from a 
meal ? When impatience to heair is' op- 
posed to impatience to feed, the two 
must fight it out as well as they can ; but 
cross you the field with me, and we i^hall 
soon make peace between them, 'and 
satisfy both.'* 

Though reluctant to piostpone his visit 
to Lord Erpingham, Edmund was too 
strongly interested in what related to 
Egbert to reject the only terms ota which 
he could gain the information he coveted; 
B 4 
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ijiad withptit further objectUtfi, acc<H9- 
panii^ Bray to the tavern, whither ^ they 
Wj^e followed by Mr. Common JIunt. 

" Now then sUall you know," cried the 
letter, " how I have pyoceeded } but 
.first take a ho^n of this wine, it is. ap 
good, that were I the host here, beiiig 
settled and married, I would never be a 
day without' two iiorns, so my w^e ob- 
jected not, which were most unlikely* 
Ndyi drink j for I speak from knowledge 
of the fact, when I jsay this is a good 
gallon of wine, waiitkig a small drop, not 
passing a quart, which I took just to 
ipoisten my lips wherewithal, before I 
Giought the dog-house." 

<< Now to your narrative/^ 

« The narrative shall come j but Hea- 
ven be praised the supper comes first. 
Now each man take his pigeon, pr his 
part, pothing heeding how his fellows 
£tre; so shall my discourse be poured 
fort)^, wij:hput further interruption than 
graceful ipastipa^ion m^y from time to 
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time occasiaQj at which none sbft}l be 
ehafed:*' 

^ Preoeed/* 

*^ Suich is my purposCi , Where did I 

" Betwe the begifming,? said Edi 
mund, witiv isome impaiieooe. 

<* Tbat,^ toM R^y, ** will do righ* 
wdl for you to say, who are of gentle 
blood; for though be uses not good dis- 
cretion who flatters youths I pause not 
to say, a speech which sets forth that a 
Haan hath left off even befewre he has be- 
gun, would not be disliked in the mouth 
6f a fool. Th4s 'well reminds me of what 
my Lord o£ Wiltshire said one day j he 
was father to Queen Anne^ whose head 
being considered but a sort of useless 
ornament to her pereon— *' 

« I pray thee^ trifle not. Thy tongue 
hath not of late thus ambled j and now 
that I would have thee more grave^ thou 
art Hfce one half beside himself/' 

«* That is true, 1 will admit : but expect 
B 5 
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not jne .to be grave Ixniay, for I have 
had, good wine and little meat ; and more- 
over have seen so much to delight me, 
that though liquor hath nothing corrupted 
my reason^ I am half drunk with joy, 
which to say truth, is so intoxicating iii 
its nature, that I cannot but acknowledge 
the wisdom of Heaven, in allowing man 
to drink of it but seldom and sparingly. 

*« Detain me not," cried Edmundt 
with increased earnestness, << from that 
which thou hast to impart/' 

*< You shall know then, that having 
deemed it wise to follow you, I availed 
myself of the opportunity: afforded by the 
search made in all the vaults for Edmund, 
to pass into the house of the pepperer } 
and there, wishing in:the street to look 
like an honest man, I took the liberty to 
steal a cloak and hat, leaving my friar's 
garb behind. I h|id been here some 
hours ago, but passing on my way through 
Lothbury, I saw; a varlet with a horse, 
who entertained a crowd with prodigies/' 
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' *< Heed not feats of horsemanship it 
thia 'moment/' rr : 

<* I speak not of such, biit' of traits of 
knowledge, such as would speak this same 
animal, dumb though he be, as rational 
am."* . 

«« Let thy marvel be brief, and go on 
with thy tak/» ' 

** Nay, I go on with his tail ; for after 
he had danced most gFacefully in silver 
shoes which he wears,-asks me thescap^^ 
grace master, which was the greatest 
rogue in all that company ?-*- whereupon 
comes my gentleman round to where I 
stood, and gives me a whisk in the 
face with Ms long tail that almost cut 
out my eyes, and thus pointed me to all 
the ' crowds as the biggest varlet then 
present.'^ - i 

" Truly this horse must have much 
knowledge,'- Mr. Common Hunt re- 
marked. :.:... 

*< Marryi but this wi» nothing to wliat 
followed. • Tell me,' qiioth the master, 
B 6 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



12 of«|;» TCWEg^ @«» : 

^ what nuiHbdr of pence^ ought toiie fiaid 
for a quart of good sack ^ine in merry 
£]^gld^d?' which heaii&g, the learned 
be^t lifted up ope of his fore feetk ^R^ 
struck the grpund thrice with the sajng- 
* Nay/ quoth the fellow, * in that thou 
li^^} forasmuch as thou tellest qae three- 
pence. That is the extravagant prlqe 
whiph knavish t^vemers demand i but I 
would know what ought to be paid, so 
pr'ythee resoly? me better.* " 

" And what followed upon that?" de- 
manded Mr. Common Hunt, looking from 
the gOQs^, whichi holding a leg with oujs 
hand, (forks not being then in use,) he 
was about to divide with the'!knife which 
he grasped in the other. ^The perform^ 
ance of this operation wa^ dj^^yed for 
some moments by the wonders wl^ch the 
jester vecounted of the horse, wlrckin- 
terested his friend pf the dog-hoi(se» sss 
much as they annoyed Edmund./ 

*f Upon that,'* resqmed Bray, ".4;he 
creature 1;afcmg timi^, :«^ Jt seemed,' to 
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haveHbetter thought off the vw^^ij paused 
:a pi'etty wbijie, ajKi4 presently gaycthe 
gr^nd two biifS^^^h his bopf^ thei^by 
av^pbiog tbpit tbe quart of m\i^ should 
iiot cost morje tb^^n twopenqe,'* 

" This concerns not m^'* Edmimd 
remarJced^ ** and I can in no wise longer 
abide to listen to the rebeaming of tcicks 
wbioh horses may be taught." 

<* But what follows much imports jou^ 
or I had i^ot detained you thus," ^ 

« Then to it straigbrt." 

y i shall J bpt take OQ? cup of win^ 
fov it shall much refr^b thee, and even 
while you swallow ifc wy tale'^all arrive 
at ponclufiipn/' 

*.« I qmuQt driuk." . 

*♦ You govern ypur subj^ects, such | 
Ae^fXk your eyes, e^rs, nose^ and other 
pprtions of your person, most partiallyt 
Js itflot shame tp starve your inel^nQlixily 
injowth, by reason of your oyerweening 
eageyneps to ^.pp^fse^ tW hw^r pf your 
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«* I will away> if you thus trifle.*' 
" I would not trifle if time pressed ; 
but have I not told thee that Egbert is 
secured for this night, and that nothing 
remains for thee, biit to laugh with me 
at his discomfiture ?*' 

** Again yoii wander ; so^ farewell.'* 
«* Tarry," cried the jester, rising to 
detain the restless Edmund, ** and I will 
be brief in very truth j like to the skip 
of a flea, my tongue shall bound forward. 
So, passing over the miraculous skill with 
which the horse pointed out which was 
a gentle^ and which but a working knave; 
which maiden sighed for a husbaiid, and 
which should presently have one ; which 
card showed a king, and which but only 
a valet, at last demands the fellowV — 
« And now I would know how many 
good monasteries there be ?' The beast 
snorted. — * Tell me how many honest 
nuns all the convents contain.' Agaia 
he snorted, lifted up his foot, and paused 
before he put it down, as if it said — < One, 
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perchance, but 1 doubt it.' So the peo- 
ple laughed^ and said, * The horse was no 
slanderer.' And now the owner bawled 
/ Tell me, on thy good faith, how many 
concubines doth John White the prior, 
commonly called the Bull of Bermondsey, 
entertain at this present ?* Then began 
the horse to number them with his foot, 
beating the ground more than twenty 
times, so that it seemed he was not like 
to Jeave off." 

" But what has this to do with the 
subject of my" concern ?" 

** Much : for the people cried out the 
horse was right ; some said he ought to 
be burned for his magical knowledge} 
but all exclaimed against the 'prior of 
Bermondsey. Whereupon said I, • The 
abbot of Leadenhall not less deserves 
your notice j for from his house it is 
known that a communication has been 
qpened with the neighbouring convent, 
by which the priests of the Trinity pass 
to comfort the nuns of St. Hden, by 
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4)lher tteans than conf^^isiod. The t3j 
was repeated, and lan through fh-e whdl^ 
assembly like wild-fire. Marry; said they, 
all monaatQries ought to be pulled down, 
^nd that it would ' be a glorious com^ 
inencement to deal with the convent of 
jSt* Helen. S6 some of the crowd ran 
that way." 

f^ What followed 5^' 

•• Why the rest of the rabble, with 
me in the thick of them.' Marvellous 
to relate! when they got to Bishopsgate, 
there were the king's commissiohers^ 
just entering the building to enquire 
into the concerns of the isame. The 
inob rushed in — and what think y<m fot 
iQwed.?^' 

** My Wit is no more : . I cannot guess } 
«p unfold what you woiild say, without 
sieeking conjecture &om n^e, and do it 
with speed.** 

<* Your pardon, Edmund, hut I m«ist 
needs make pauses ol: thy pale, sad, and 
languid oauntenance wiU be sa rudely 
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jconviilsed by ^uddea mbrtb* it 9b(dl be 
isoposfiihle to restore thy &alt}nes . s^gmn 
to. proper composure* They fquiid tl^ 
pious E^^rt in the convent, locked in 
the close embrace of a youog and mar- 
velhmely beautiful nun/' 

« Indeed P' 

« It is true I can avouch^ fw I mys^^f 
saw the lovers hunted out; artd truly, 
from the glimpse I had. of tUe girl, Eg- 
bert's jtaste wa£ Dot bad in mafcir^ j^ich 
a selection. I saw her hut for a momenU 
but morie tim^ Was not panting io dfitef- 
mine that she was pretty. Now \>\kv^t 
thy sides with lfiughter.'\ 

'" Tell pie wl^at' ha^ b^fall^n th^ f^st 
of the sisterhopd.'V 

" That I knpw notj opiy th^ jo^fte 
was turned out for the sport of the mob : 
but still ypu doubt, few: you.laqgh npt- 
I saw them forth with my own eyep j jao 
be merry: I siw them both; m^ Xhfi 
name of the nun I afterwards found, was 
sister Mariana." 
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Had a thuiider*bolt fallen, Edmund 
could not have evinced more sudden 
emotion than was called forth by this 
intelligence. He was speechless for 
some moments ; and when able to ques- 
tion Bray on the subject again, receiving 
but a confirmation of his' previous state- 
ment, he offered no reply, but rushed 
out of the hous^ in a state of frenzy not 
to be described. 

Scarcely knowing what he did, he ran 
to the convent. He learned that the 
whoI« of the sisterhood had been ex- 
pelled J but of that with respect to 
which he was most solicitous, namely, 
the course taken by the nun who had 
been given to the fury of the mob, he 
heard so many contradictory reports, 
that he could place cbnfidence in none. 
Some declared that she had .been seen 
repairing to South wark ; others described 
a horseman to have placed her before 
him on his saddle, and carried her with;^ 
him towards Hertfordshire ; and many 
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declared she was at that moment in the 
vicinity of the convent. 

Several hours were thus consumed in 
profitless enquiry before he again thought 
of directing his steps towards Lord Er- 
pingham. It was late when he reached 
Fickett's Fields. There was every ap- 
pearance of the whole family having 
retired to rest for the night. By the 
front he could not gain admission ; but 
having an exact knowledge of the pre- 
misesy he found no difficulty in making 
his entrance behind, from the lane which 
iias more than once been named, which 
connected flckett's Fields and Chancery 
Lane. He perceived a light in one room, 
which he knew to be Lord Erpingham^s 
study: thither he proceeded insilenctf^ 
and just as Ferdinand had raised his arm 
to strike a mortal blow, Edmund opening 
the door, presented himself befofre his 
astonished friend, pale as 9 spectre from 
^ sickness, &tigue, and grief,-* the living 
{Hcture of despair. 
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CHAP. II. 



^ The palenets of united rage and sorrow oyersprc^d 
(isface; he tottered feebly from the violence of his -emo- 
tion, and large drops, rage distilled, stood^ on his sternly 
fiirroved bvow.** 

Hightvd^t and Bt^^wa^, 



The door by which Edmund entea^ed 
was behind the chair in which Lord 
Stpingham sat, so that the latter saw 
tUot the apparition which had produiefld 
so fearfizl an impression on F^din&tld. 
The Tiblent and sudden agitation of the 
Mextdan, andtheMling dagger, S^beed 
themadives oh his attention; and ^ 
still wildly glaring, though averted eye 
iof Ferdinand, directed him to^ the cawae 
of that which had filkd him with amas^e- 
ment. He saw alive the youth he h»d 
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moiinfted aa dea4 but weaiiiig so ghavtfy 
an aspect, that he seemed even then to 
have come there: Imt to die# 
. Nor was Eklmimd less asiohidied than 
those whom he had aorprised. He ex* 
pected t&'find Lord Erptngfaam alone; 
for,, from his regard for the comforts of 
qthars, it wajs little likely that he could 
have detained any one from his bed tiU 
that hour. To have seen Ferdinand 
there at all had amazed; but to find 
the &voured isecretary of the peer, his 
own preserver and friend, and the near 
relation of Mariana, about to plunge a 
di^gger in the undefended bosom of his 
Ubestal benefactor,, had in it something, 
sp mouatrous and extravagant^ that her 
actually doubted the evidence of his 
senses, wjbiile he beheld the resignation 
d* Lord Erpinghamj and the fiery wmtht^ 
succeeded by horrible consfcemalaoii^ 
which marked the deportment of Pe&. 
djinand. ^ 

^^ What can this mean P*' he esclraned} 
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<< are all meninadl'p— Areall the opposites 
df^what they seem !" c 

« Edmund ! — and living !** cried Fer- 
dinand ; and he advanced as if he would 
have resumed his dagger. 

Edmund regarded this movement with 
suspicion, and stepped forward to prevent 
Ferdinand from taking the w^pon from 
the ground. 

*^ What would you,.madmaa?'' he de- 
manded. , 

f« I would fulfil an oath ; and execute 
just vengeance on a wretch who has no 
right to life/V 

" Your senses ^re bewildered by. the 
misery which has fallen on Mariana : 
such language can have no application 
to Lord Erpingham.'' 
' ^* Unhappily,^ for his own sake," said 
Lord Erpingham, ** Ferdinand is of a 
different opinion, out of which he can- 
not be reasoned/* 

"You speak truth J you cannot reason 
me into perjury.** 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE MOMKS OF LEADBNHALL. 28.. 

♦* Yei perjury itself were scarcely 
wol'se than murder," £dmuiid remarked. 

" None can shrink from murder with . 
more abhorrence than I do } but the vir- 
tuous avenger of a dear wronged relative, 
while shedding the blood of her destroyer, • 
takes not that crime upon his soul/' 

•* You rave." 

^^ I m?iy, shortly. The innocent vic- 
tim of hypocrisy and fraud shall yet be 
remembered." 

*^ I abhor the crime, and detest the 
perpetrator," cried Edmund, '< with as 
much sincerity of hatred as you can do } : 
but what vengeance were it to direct your 
wrath against Lord Erpingham? He was 
not the wretch who sought Mariana's 
destruction." 

<* I speak not of Mariana," said Ferdi- 
nand ^ <<she, I thank Heaven, I have been 
so happy as to place beyond the reach of 
danger." 

" Indeed ! have you then seen her ?" 

<« Seen her?" 
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. «* Speak -^ HaviB' yoiu fteeii b«r ? Did 
sljieifly to you? XRd M&riana find you^ 
wbenr fbrced from her convent ?" 

- <*<^>hat do you speak V* dedsiaiided 
F^dinand^ who^ . akrmed fw M^riami^ 
forgot for a moment the purpose which^ 
till then bad wholly occupied hisjnuid. 

" Can it be possible that you hevie not 
y€t heard of the baseness e^ Egbert ?** 
'^ ^ Egbert P're|iieated. FefAmmd, y^ho 9£ 
the mention of the name "rtoienlbered 
witli horror what he had heard in con- 
niection v^itU it that night "What of 
him*'? •^^ What of Mariana P 

«^ I know, not how to frame my speech' 
te meet tlfe.ear of a fond relative;, but 
have younotUbog learned of thei faJito e!&- 
clesiastic being this day surprised in the 
convent of St. Heten ?'* 

^ Yoa hesitate to pour into my ear 
alt y^a have- IsiEuned. What dreadful 
sequel remains behind ? Tell me all.*' 

<^ Alas> ! it is my aiffitctioiai to know that 
he was found with Mariaiia, (some vile 
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contrivance of his, I doubt not, caused 
her to be alone with him,) and thereupon 
she was led forth with reproach and in« 
suit, and exposed to the coarse mockery 
of an inflamed multitude/' 

** Gracious God !" cried Lord Erping- 
ham, starting from his chair, and clasping 
his hands with an expression of the most 
heart-rending agony, "can it be possible 
that in one eventful hour I should dis- 
cover my long-sought children, who 
might have become the joy of my decline* 
ing day, only to see one lift his hand 
against his parent's life, and to know the 
other given up as infamous, to the deri- 
sion of a thoughtless populace !" 

Ferdinand seemed like qne stunned. 
He staggered, and stretched out his 
hands for support. 

" A dizziness has come over me,** he 
cried; "I cannot see the objects before 
me. Am I still on earth ? It is scarcely 
possible ! This must be hell ; and those 
who pass for men are flends of darkness.'' 

VOL. III. c 
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«* I know not but it is/* said Lord 
Erpingham. ** I cease to recognise the 
ordinary feelings of human beings in the 
enormities pressed in frightful succession 
on my startled senses. It has bieen the 
object of my life to prepare myself in all 
cases to bow with resignation to those 
visitations which it might be the will of 
Heaven should fall on me. I thought— 
I hoped I had endured enough in my 
younger days to appease the wrath which 
my wanderings had provoked, and little 
deemed that an avenging God would 
rise thus terrible in his anger to punish 
my transgressions.** 

" You speak incoherently, my lord," 
replied Edmund ; " nor can I marvel 
that you do so. The situation in which 
I found you might be sufficient to shake 
reason, then, to see one whom you 
thought to behold no more, start as it 
were from the grave, and lastly, to learn 
that your revered friend, Egbert, stands 
proved one of the vilest miscreaiits on 
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^artb, and consequently to know, that 
your despised nephew has been of all men 
living most cruelly outraged, accounts 
but too well for your wandering speech." 

" It is you, Edmund, who know not 
of what you speak. For Clifford — poor 
Clifl^rd, my heart may well bleed, but 
not even his melancholy fate can press 
so heavily on ii as that which you have 
witnessed here." 

'• I confe^ my lord, my own grief 
has been augmented, and my wonder 
excited, to see a weapon threatening 
your days, grasped by the hand of one 
from whom you merited boundless gra- 
titude and devotibn." 

« But he," said Lord Erpingham, 
<< who was about to number me with the 
dead, has proved himself to be no other 
than my own child, and the brother of 
Mariana, his supposed niece." 

** What new wonders fill my eara! 
Can it be possible that you speak the 
language of reason ?" 
c 2 
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« Aye, and of truth. The being so 
fondly iloved, now, a. destitute, if not— 
dreadful thought 1 — a guilty wanderer, 
is no other than my daughter, the repre- 
sentative of th^ incomparably fair one» 
formerly my wife, whom you well know 
I never ceased to mourn as prematurely 
claimed by Heaven." 

<f Can it be then, that Ferdinand and 
Mariana are those respecting whom your 
enquiries have been multiplied through 
so many years ?** 

Ferdinand now spoke* '< In the midst 
of that horrible whirlwind of surprise 
and misery which has assailed me, and 
almost bereft me of all my faculties, 
some sounds have struck on my ear 
which thrill me, I know not why, with a 
sensation against which I thought myself 
sufficiently fortified by incredulity. Un- 
appealed to for such purpose, you, 
Edmund, have but now spoken that 
which confirms what I rejected as a fabri- 
cation some few moments since. Your 
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name was mentioned, and Lord Erping-^ 
ham asserted that you could corroborate 
what he had stated. I believed he 
would not have ventured this, but that he 
knew you to be dead, and I scorned the 
supposed artifice. You have said what 
refutes this suspicion.'^ 

** I had used fewer words,'* said Lord 
Erpingham, ^<for my own life, than I 
lately uttered to save a son from crime.'' 

** My lord, my lord, I know not what 
to say. I know hot whether still to 
suspect, condemn, and pursue, or to fall 
at your feet in penitence for the past. 
Even now, as though it were but recent, 
I remember the awful moments which 
preceded the death: of Teutila. I rec^l 
the anguish ivith ^which I reflected that I 
was about to lose for. ever the father 
from whom I derived existence. ; Could 
he so fearfully deceive me in his last 
moments? No^— no; it could not be. 
He could not seek to. arm me against, a 
guiltless parent. Besides, it now occurs 
c 3 
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to me» that others saw the mangled 
remains of my sister, of Teutila^s daugh- 
ter, and having neither interest to pursue 
nor revenge to gratify, they bore tes- 
timony to the truth of what he told.'* 

<< Accustomed as you' have been 
through life to regard me as a monster 
of perfidy, I should doubt of gaining 
belief, if it were not in my poweir to 
furnish proofs so unequivocal of that 
which negatives the charge on which 
Teiitila's resentment was grounded, that 
you shall not be able for an instant to 
question them/' 

<< YoU may be able to make it pro- 
bable that Isabella fell not by your hand, 
but you,^ cannot ; — so I must ^till ven- 
ture to say, — prove that you did not 
consult your own safety by leaving her 
to her fate ; and in my judgment, 
there is little difference between thcv 
guilt which boldly strikes the victim, 
and the cowardice which basely betrays 
to the murderous arm of another.** 
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** The dismal confusion which we all 
have shared, is not dispelled for me/' said 
Edmund. " You talk of crimes familiar- 
ly, the remote mention of which makes 
humanity shudder. What mysterious 
connection can there be between these 
and Lord Erpingham ?" 

Lord Erpingham replied, " I will ex- 
plain all, if I can sufficiently extricate 
my thoughts from the melancholy themes 
to which they now turn, with anguish 
which none but a father can imagine, 
which not even a father can describe. 
For no consideration peculiar to myself 
would I now waste one moment in 
speech. But, Ferdinand, it is most im- 
portant that you Should know that Teu- 
tila was deceived, and that up to this 
hour you have lived in error with respect 
to my conduct.*' 

"I know not how to act : I would not 

hear a dead parent aspersed, nor would 

I continue, if such I have ever been, the 

enemy of a father who lives., * I cannot 

c 4 
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persuade myself that Teutila Would wan- 
tonly blacken your character in his dying 
Hour; but, on the other hand, the warm 
emotion which I now remark cannot be 
assumed. Oh ! my lord, I will not think 
you can add such hypocrisy, even if guil- 
ty, to your other sins/* 

" At all events listen to me for a few 
moments. When I shall bring conviction 
toybur mind, we can better unite to seek 
Mariana, whose name I mention, not 
without feeling a glow of vain impatience 
to pursue her wandering footsteps, while 
I know that it is but too probable, that 
the faster we seek to overtake, the farther 
we shall find ourselves from the accom- 
plishment of our object.** 

<* The embarrassment arising from that 
painful reflection," said Edmund, " I had 
found, before I came hither, suflSciently 
distracting. Yet in the midst of my an- 
xiety for the dear one, I cannot but covet 
to hear what you would reveal/* 
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*' I will proceed with little delay or 
preface. Resume your weapon, Ferdi- 
nand» now you are calm and can listen ; 
and if, when I have ended, you still re* 
gard me as one against whom vengeance 
ought to be directed on account of Isa- 
bepa, by him who gave me being, and 
who, as he is the Creator* will be the 
Judge of all, I swear unrepiningly to yield 
my bosom to your dagger." 



c 5 
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CHAP. III. 

So after that he long had her <!oinplainedy 
His hondis Wronge, and said that was to say. 
And with his tearis salt her breast berained. 
He gan those tearis wipin oil* full drey. 

ChaucEr. 

In sadness and in silence Ferdinand and 
Edmund awaited the narrative of Lord 
Erpingham,who, after a momentary pause, 
to recall in their proper order the events 
of past years, spoke as follows, 

" Time, which veils events from the 
multitude, cannot obscure in my mind 
those which connected themselves with 
the early part of my life. Imagine not 
when I name Fernando Cortes, that I am 
about to enter into the details of Spanish 
conquest. Some matters connected there- 
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with must be mentioned; but on these I 
will not enlarge. 

*' It was my hap to study at Salamanca, 
while the daring Cortes was in that city. 
Subsequently, circumstances, which I will 
not recount, carried me to Trinidad, and 
there, most unexpectedly, I again saw 
my old acquaintance at the head of an 
armament which had been fitted out 
from Cuba, to prosecute the wonderful 
discoveries in the new continent, which 
had jotst begun to fill the world with 
amazement. 

" The delightfully romantic prospects 
held out by such an expedition allured 
adventurers of all ranks, to embark in 
them their wealth with their persons* 

" Cortes recognised me with pleasure, 
and invited me to share in the enterprise 
which he had been appointed to conduct. 
Little persuasion was needed to prevail 
on one of my ardent character, to avail 
himself of the favourable opportunity for 
beholding foreign lands, which rumour 
c 6 
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madly described as a fairy region, replete 
with all the attractions which might suf- 
fice to form another Paradise. T consent- 
ed to become the companion of the Span-, 
ish commander, and to avoid wakening 
jealousies among the other followers of 
Cortes, it was determined that I should 
pBiss for a Spaniard, under the title of 
Don Gromez. 

• " We soon saw St. Ju^n deUlua, land- 
ed and commenced our intercourse with 
the natives. I pause not to describe bur 
reception, or the mutual astonishment 
which our arms, horses, and appearance, 
and their wealth and simple manners in- 
spired. These are matters of general 
history, and I therefore proceed to what 
immediately connects itself -with my own 
fortunes on our arrival at Zempoalla. 

"The crafty Cortes, at that place, 
soon ingratiated himself with the natives, 
and excited 4:hem to rebel against their 
monarch. From Zempoalla he advanced 
against the Tlascalans, but unwilling to 
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confide too much in his new friends, he 
left me at Zempoalla with a small party of 
soldiers to watch their motions, and to 
guard against treachery. I found them 
the simple confiding beings they appear- 
ed ; and curious to witness their mode of 
living, I cultivated the friendship of the 
cazique, and mingled with his family. I 
deemed not that I risked much by doing 
so, but I soon found my peace of mind 
was gone. His daughter was lovely. The 
scorching sun of that climate had res- 
pected her bewitching features, and she 
might have vied with the proudest beau- 
ties of Europe. 

" The eflforts which slie made to in- 
struct me in the language of the country 
endeared her to my heart — in a word, I 
loved. We were married according to 
the forms used in Europe ; and blest with 
the society of one as amiable in her dis- 
position, as fascinating in her person, I 
exulted in perfect happiness ; and when 
Cortes ordered the destruction of the 
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ships, which had carried u» thither, to 
cut off all retreat, none felt less regret 
than I did, that a step so decisive had 
been taken. 

" The Tlascalans having been conquer- 
ed, and from enemies converted into 
allies, Cortes and his followers advanced 
to Mexico. My wife, who at my request 
had been baptized by the name of Isa- 
bella, would not separate from me, but 
resolutely followed the army through that 
painful and fatiguing march. She repined 
not at the hardships which she sustained ; 
but she now became less capable of bear- 
ing them than formerly. The moment 
drew near when Isabella was to become 
a mother, and this inclined her to listen 
to my earnest persuasions to return to 
Zempoalla. I obtained leave to conduct 
her thithe^« but I found it impossible to 
do so. At Tlascala she was compelled 
to close her journey ; and there she gave 
birth to a son. I rejoined the array, but 
as soon as she was sufficiently recovered 
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to go forward, 1 had sufficient influence 
with the commander to get myself sent 
on a mission to Zempoalla* Thither I 
now succeeded in conveying Isabella. On 
gaining the abode of the cazique, we 
found it the seat of mourning, A child 
about two months old, the oi&pring, not 
of the mother of Isabella, but of a second 
wife, had expired that night. This inci- 
dent at a period so remote, may seem of 
little moment, but few words will suffice 
to prove it of vast imports^dce. 

The inhabitants of Zempoalia, gene* 
rally, had now learned to look on the 
Spaniards with very different feelings 
from those which they had forraeriy 
.cherished. Instead of rejgarding them 
as children of the sun, and as more than 
mortal, they considered them a band of 
depredators, who fled from their own 
sterile shore or from the ocean, to ravage 
a fertile country. The Accursed Race, 
and the Scum of the Sea, were the ap. 
pellations bestowed on those who had 
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lately been almost worshipped. The 
mad thirst for rapine which had degraded 
the adherents of Cortes, produced this 
change ; and disinterested friendship 
had now given place to the bitterest 
enmity. 

The cazique, while he condemned 
the misconduct of the Spaniards, did not 
confound me with those who perpetrated 
outrages in which, thank God, I never 
partic^piited ; but he foresaw that others 
would not WBke a like distinction, and 
he trembled ^ flie safety of an infant 
which derived the breath of life from 
me. — A thought, — a happy one, we 
considered it, suggested itself: he pro- 
posed that my infant should be received 
as his, while his child was interred as 
mine. 

"I have now explained the circum- 
stances which caused you to be looked 
upon as the of son Teutila. As yet I have 
produced no voucher for the truth of my 
narrative, but this shall not be wanting 
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when I have touched on another part 
of the subject The scenes of blood 
through which Cortes waded to sustain 
the first efforts of his aitibition, I have 
lio leisure to pourtray. This I may re- 
mark, that many of his actions which 
were most revolting to humanity, were 
not impolitic. I freely, during all the 
years I remained there, inveighed against 
those which I deemed cruel: he impe- 
tuously defended them ; yet my frank- 
ness and my opposition produced in him 
but momentary irritation, and the very 
resistance which he met from me, had 
the e£fect of winning his entire confi- 
dence. 

*^ It was through this, that, when in 
consequence of the reports made to his 
prejudice at Madrid, he had reason to 
expect the commissioners who had been 
sent out, would soon receive instructions 
to put him under an arrest, he entreated 
me to visit Spain wath dispatches from 
him, there to ofier such representations 
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as I felt justified in making with respect 
to. his fidelity to his king. If Cortes had 
forgotten htimanity, he had never ceased 
to be loyal. I was shocked at the in* 
solence with which lie treated the Mexi- 
can kings, Und the stern barbarity which 
consigned a number of brave men to 
the flames for making that resistance to 
the Spaniards which it was their duty 
to offer. ^ Such conduct seemed to me 
more like the raging fury of a demon 
than the wrath of a man. It was in vain 
Cortes maintained tha^t the terrible in- 
fliction which sacrificed a few Indians, 
would prove the means of saving the 
lives of hundreds of Spaniards, and was 
therefore an act of mercy. My ppinion 
remained unchanged, nor could I bring 
myself to a belief, that to accomplisli any 
object, or to guard against any future 
danger, humanity would have recourse 
to such frightful means; but while the 
barbarity of ray old companion disgusted, 
to his king — to Spain, he was faith- 
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fill i and if his cruelties have stained her 
name, his aim while committing them 
was to confirm her sway. 

" The ship in which I was to depart 
was ready to sail. I purposed taking 
my son and my daughter, then but a few 
months old, with me, that they might 
be educated in Europe. For this pur- 
pose I was on my way from the vessel 
to Zempoalla, when I and the few indi** 
viduals then with me, found ourselves 
suddenly attacked by a body of men, 
employed, as 1 was subsequently assured, 
by the Spanish commissioners, to prevent 
my proceeding to execute the mission 
with which I stood charged. I was se- 
verely wounded ; and incapable of de- 
fending myself, had nearly fallen from 
loss of bloi)d. It wag then that the 
gentle Isabella proved her courage equal 
to her love : she scorned to consult her 
own safety by flight, but boldly remained 
to sustain and assist her disabled hus- 
band. Through her generous efforts, 
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with much difficulty I was conveyed to 
the ship, and the mariners fearing some 
new attempt would be made to detain 
them, commenced their voyage. When 
I recovered health and recoUectioi), so 
fzr as to be conscious of my situation, 
the ship was already far away from the 
western continent. 

" Not to pause on the events which 
detained me in Madrid, and the profitless 
way in which some years of my life were 
consumed, I at once hasten to that which 
must interest you as well in your real 
as in your suppositious character. Weary 
6f Spain, I brought Isabella to England. 
^— You start, and the frown of incre- 
dulity again lowers on your brow ; but 
your scepticism shall be speedily at an 
end. I say, I brought my beloved wife 
to England : her health, alas ! declined. 
— I hoped her children, for whom 1 had 
sent, would arrive to cheer and revive 
their fond mother; but I had news that 
Teutila was no longer at ZempoalJa." 
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'< It is true/' Ferdinand said, "^ that 
Teutila was for a season compelled to 
leave Zempoalla during my very child- 
hood, but his absence was not protracted 
beyond a year. 

^< In the interim, my agent had re- 
ceived the intelligence which I have 
mentioned. I would have sought Teu- 
tila myself, but I could not quit 
Isabella in the situation to which she was 
reduced. At last it was my affliction 
to see her cut off in her prime. Mine 
was the sad duty to close her dyfng eyes, 
and to consign her mortal remains to the 
earth. You have seen me weeping over 
the spot which contains her dust y and 
gazed with me on the statue which 
faintly commemorates her beauties. Lit- 
tle did I dream, while your eyes rested 
on that image, that you were contem- 
plating the. sculptor's, record of the 
features of your mother. 

"Few words, remain to be added t *— 
when no longer detained ^ by the sick 
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couch of a declining wife, I prepared to 
seek .those who might best remind me 
of the .treasure I Had lost. It was then 
that I received the news that Teutila 
was dead, and that my children were no 
longer on the American shore. This 
alone detained me in Europe ; but my 
enquiries have been continued up to 
this day, faint as the hope had grown, 
that mine would yet be the joy of shed- 
ding the tear of parental love on my 
long lost oifl^ring." 

*^ Your narrative is consistent, my 
lord," said Ferdinand ; « but — '* 

*< You would say, you look in vain 
for the proofs which I have promised. — • 
These shall be forthcoming.'* 

Lord Erpingham now produced a 
small packet of papers: Ferdinand 
glanced at them, and perceived that 
they purported to be written by the 
deceasefd Lady Ei^ingham. It was in 
the form of a narrative of her life in 
England j in the course of which fre- 
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quent mention was made of the ceaseless 
kindness of her lord. 

*< These papers/' said Ferdinand, 
" bring no conviction to my mind ; they 
indeed bear evident marks of coming 
from one who was well acquainted with 
that part of the world in which I first 
saw the light; but it follows not that 
they were written by her whose name 
is attached to them. Such might have 
been forged.'* 

" But what motive could any one 
have for forging them ? These are not 
the production of a moment ; and could 
I have anticipated that they were likely 
to be wanted on an occasion like this ?'* 

" It is not probable, my lord. But 
writing was an accomplishment of which 
Isabella had hardly attempted to possess 
herself while she remained in Zempoalla, 
and I can therefore form no judgment 
of the value of these papers from any 
remark I am enabled to make on the 
characters traced on them/* 
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«* But,** said Edmund, ** when no 
motive can be assigned for the produc- 
tion of such a narrative, ought a doubt 
to remain ?" 

. .** Yes; for though it is difficult to 
imagine a motive for doing what has 
have been done, I can with less difficulty 
suppose these writings to have been 
forged from mere wantonness and folly, 
than I can believe them to have been 
furnished here in England by one who, 
before the date of them, had been mur- 
dered in America," 

. « If,** Edmund remarked, " you can 
hold proofs like these as nothing, I know 
not what can convince you." 

" That which I shall next produce," 
said Lord Erpingham, taking from a 
drawer a picture, which he now laid 
b^ore Ferdinand, who started at the 
sight. . 

" This,** said he, " is indeed a sur- 
prize! That painting is the exact re- 
semblance of one which I have brought 
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with me to Europe, by means of which 
I was enabled to reci^nize your coun« 
tenance on the day when I was wounded 
by the archer. 

** A painting like this was executed 
by Isabella in her native country. From 
the circumstances under which we came 
to £urope, we had no opportunity of 
bringing it with us. I requested her tb 
reproduce it, and my likeness in the 
Spanish costume, such as ^e saw me at 
the time of our marriage, with her o\im, 
attired as she was on that memorably 
happy day she accordingly painted 
here.'* 

<^ I cannot doubt that this was indeed 
the production of her pencil. The un- 
rivalled delicacy of her touchy and the 
peculiarities of her country, which I 
remark, assure me that it can have been 
painted by none but her.'* 

Lord Erpingham then produced an- 
other picture. In this Isabella had repre- 

VOL. III. D 
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sented herself surrounded with English 
objects of splendour, clasped in the arms 
of a fond husband, but looking with 
regret towards two children, separated 
from her by the ocean. But a vessel 
then on the point of sailing at the com- 
mand of her lord, prepared to direct its 
course that way, as it should seem, for 
the purpose of reclaiming them. 

<< Doubt and suspicion are no more,'' 
cried Ferdinand ; ^< these Mexican cha- 
racters explain to me that Isabella; blest 
in every thing but the society of her 
children, was living in England, the 
happy wife of Lord Erpingham. — Oh, 
my lord ! my father I may call you now, 
on my knees I implore forgiveness ; and 
further^ implore you to join me in sup- 
plicaiting the offended Majesty of Hea- 
vail to pardon the wretched son whose 
arm was lifted against the bosom of his 
parent.*' 
. « Rise, my son,'' cried Lord Erping- 
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ham, lifting Ferdinand firom the floor, 
on which he had prostrated himself; — ^ 
'< Rise ! A dismal oath, founded on false 
information, had nearly betrayed you 
into the commission of crime. But a 
God pf mercy knows how to pardon 
error. ^ This would to me be a moment 
of unalloyed bliss, but for the dread- 
ful apprehensions which uncertainty of 
your sister's present situation suggests. 
Would I had sooner known my chil- 
dren were so near me I That you are 
such, I cannot doubt ; but why are 
you called Ferdinand, and she Ma- 
riana?** 

<< It was the wish of Teutila, after the 
mangled and disfigured body which we 
mistook for that of Isabella had be^n 
found, that we should cease to bear the 
names of Charles and Henrietta, which 
once were ours, and we received Mexi« 
can appellations. Subsequently we were 
baptized at Madrid by those which now 
belong to us.** 

D 2 
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^ <♦ But for that, I should have had ray 
attention sooner drawn to you, and a 
happy discovery had terminated all sor- 
row, for my enquiries would have con- 
quered your reserve, and Mariana would 
not have been exposed to peril." 

" Alas! my lord, I fear, had you 
pressed me too closely, I should have 
hastened to deprive you of life, from a 
fear that the execution of my purpose 
might be prevented, if you once came to 
suspect my relationship to Teutila. Such 
was my intention, if menaced with pre- 
mature discovery. I wished, before I 
struck the blow, to make you sensible 
that you fell not by £he hand of aicom- 
mon assassin, . or probably both of us 
would long have perished, you as my 
victim, and I in the character of your 
murderer>" 

" In this," said Lord Erpingbam, " I 
wish to recognize the merciful interpo- 
sition of Providence. Fain would I 
hope, that it will not terminate here, and 
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that we may yet regain the object of our 
common solicitude, such as a &ther, a 
brother, and a lover could desire to see 
her." 



D 3 
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CHAP. IV. 



** Weak as thou art» yet haplesB must thou know 
The toils of flight, or some severer woe !'* 

COIXINB. 



iVhile Lord Erpingham, Ferdinand, and 
Edmund were distracted with doubts 
and fears growing on the absence of 
Mariana, she remained at the house to 
which she had been conducted, a prey 
to miserable rumination, appalling won- 
der, and indescribable alarm. Though 
she could ill conceive a motive for 
acting with that duplicity and violence 
which she suspected had been practised 
and was intended towards her, she found 
it impossible to account for what she 
had seen by any supposition calculated 
to dissipate alarm. However confused 
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her notion '. of. the particular peril which 
awaited her, she could .not forget .what 
she had beheld; and considering the 
human face which. she had seen to be 
the terrifying evidence of mturder, and 
remembering the way in .which it had 
been removed, it seemed past a doubt 
that evil w&s intended. 

With this impression on her mind, she 
was anxious to quit the house. For that 
purpose she stole from her chamber 
shortly after midnight. She crossed the 
landing and approached the stairs,. when 
she perceived a light in an apartment, 
the door of which opened oii the stair- 
case. Concluding from this, that the 
mistress of the house had not yet retired 
to rest, she paused. That the inmate of 
the chamber was waking she was certain, 
for she even heard her voice, but 
without being able to understand the 
words which she uttered. Mariana 
judged it prudent to return to her apart* 
ment, and wait some time longer^ in 
D 4 
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the hope that the light would shortly be 
extinguished, and the object of her alarm 
asleep* 

' But when another hour had elapsed, 
and she had returned to the landing, she 
saw the light as before, and heard the 
voice of the female by whom she had 
been so cordially received. She could 
even distinguish h6r expressions. Her 
tone was vehement and impassioned, 
while she exclaimed : 

*« I cannot recall thee to life ! Thou 
art fled for ever ! Thou canst }deld no 
more sufiering to gratify vengeance/' 

Ikfariana shuddered at the fury which 
seemed unsatisfied even with the destruc- 
tion of the victim, and regretted that 
the flight of* life had left the object of her 
wrath incapable of sustaining new tor- 
tures* 

•« Thy veins have been drained !** the 
voice continued. <' Be thy blood on the 
bead of the «hedder." 

The daring impiety which seemed 
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scornfully to brave the just wrath bi 
the deity» and to exult with fiendlike 
joy in the recollection of murder, in- 
spired horror, even more insupport- 
able than the terror which had before 
seized on the astonished Mariana* She 
stumbled, and had nearly fallen. The 
noise she made in endeavouring to save 
herself, led her to expect instant discove* 
ry, as she had pressed against the door 
of the room from which the sounds pro^ 
ceeded. But the mistress of the house 
was too much occupied with her own 
ideas to perceive the efiects of the acd* 
dent Again the forlorn and timid fugi^ 
tive shrunk back to the chamber in 
which she had wasted the preceding 
hours. Long afraid to venture forth^ 
when at length she did so, Mariana had 
little expectation of finding circumstances 
more favourable to the flight she meditat* 
ed. But she had summoned all her reso* 
lution, and was determined in any case 
to attempt leaving the house. She looked 
D 5 
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with eager curiosity towards the door 
from which she had perceived the light/ 
There was no longer any appearance of 
a lamp being kept burning, but day now 
began to dawn. The return of morning 
might sufficiently account for the flame 
within the chamber being extinguished, 
but she, had the additional comfort of 
hearing) its dreaded inhabitant no more. 

She desicended the stairs, and in a few 
seconds was so fortunate as to reach the 
door. She carefully unlocked it, when 
she fomid it was still held fast by a bolt. 
Endeavouring to withdraw this, it emitted 
a harsh creaking sound. Mariana feared 
the noise would wake the mistress of the 
house, and dared not even breathe while 
listening to ascertain if this had occurred. 
Mariana thought she heard a. footstep, 
and immediately after, was certain that a 
door had been unlocked. Notdoubting but 
her movements were observed, she made 
a new effort to return the bolt, when the 
noise which it had previously caused was 
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renewed. Some one was on the stairs. 
Mariana looked and beheld a female 
form* It was impossible for her to doubt 
that this was the being who had alarmed 
her, whose well known voice now thrilled 
her whole frame, while it demanded, 

** Is any one there ?'* 

Mariana paused for a moment, but did 
not answer. The demand was repeated. 

« Who is it tries the bolt ?*' 

Mariana hesitated no longer, but 
forced the bolt back, and raised the latch 
without speaking. 

« Art thou my lodger— art thou the 
timid one I last night received?" the 
voice now enquired. 

" I am she," Mariana replied, at the 
same moment opening the door, and 
lea^ng the house without daring to throw 
a glance behind. 

" Whither wouldst thou ? — what has 
disturbed thee ? — tarry I say, and speak." 

But the call was vain. Having, as 
D 6 
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she believed, effected her escape from a 
dreadful prison, Mariana thought not 
of explanation, but fled with all the ex- 
pedition she could use. 

Urged by instinctive fear to escape 
from present danger, she continued her 
retreat. An hour's flight had removed 
her to some distance from Greenwich. 
Traversing the bank of the river, it was 
no trifling source of grief to know 
her i»tuation such, that to her all paths 
which might present themselves were 
the same. All she could hope was, that 
she had got too far from her last abode 
to be overtaken. What next was to be 
done she had yet to determine. 

Mariana had but just ventured to abate 
that speed which at first she had con- 
sidered essential to her safety, whe% she 
saw a boat put in. The man who was 
in it landed, approached, and accosted 
her. . 

" Why are you forth so early, fair 
one?*' he enquired j addressing himself 
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to her with the air of one who did not 
meet ha* for the first time. 

Mariana made no answer. She did 
i^ot even look towards the speaker, but 
quickened her pace with agitation not to 
be described^ for she knew the voice to 
be that of the individual who had seemed 
to befriend her, by conducting her to 
the dwelling which she had just left. 
To her disturbed mind it seemed clear, 
that the female from whom she had re« 
i^olved to fly, had despatched her accom- 
plice by the way he now came to cut 
off her retreat. 

. In this idea she was fully confirmed, 
when she heard herself called upon in a 
loud voice not to ^o forward ; and when, 
ao attention being paid to his words, she 
per^ved that the man was rapidly follow- 
ing. It was in vain that she attempted 
to run ; his superior speed made escape 
utterly impossible. 

" .Your pardon, lady, for my bold- 
ness,*' he said J " but I cannot meet you 
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here thus early, and see you in such 
strange disorder, without detaining you 
for a brief space. 

" Forbear — forbear !*^ she exclaimed ; 
" I seek hot to injure you." 

" 1 suspected not that you did." 

<< Then permit that I may pass with- 
out further let. I will never mention what 
I know — never tell what I^ have seen." 

" I would comply with your request, 
but there is a wildness in your manner, 
which moves my curiosity so strongly, 
that I must take liberty to question you 
further. Why have you quitted thus 
early the hospitable roof under which I 
placed you ?" 

" The hospitable roof!" 

** The hospitable roof, I say. Such it 
is ; and such I doubted not you wf uld 
have considered it. There I knew you 
could rest securely." 

" And eternally," replied Mariana 
with a tone in which reproach was 
blended with sorrow. 
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The individual to whom these words 
were addressed^ seemed all astonish- 
ment. 

" What is the import of your words ?*' 
he demanded. " You speak of eternal 
rest, as if it were possible that your life 
could have been in danger/' 

" It was in danger.*' 

" For what cause, in what way ^** 

" I cannot explain the caude, nor can 
I tell the horrid means intended to be 
used.*' ■ ' 

^* This is some fatal mistake. Believe 
me, yoii have been the dupe of causeless 
fear. Come, return with me, and be 
convinced." 

«« Oh! no — no. I will not return. 
If my life is sought, kill me here. 1 will 
not voluntarily suffer myself again to be 
led to that den of murder." 

'' Of murder!" 

" Even so. You start with surprise. 
If it be real, you will be sad to learn the 
horrors I have known." 
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<< For Heaven's sake, tell me to what 
you allude.*' . 

** I cannot think it needful. You 
seemed so intimate with, the dreadful 
woman to whose care you gave me, that 
it is scarcely possible for her to be the 
wretch she is, and you ignorant of her 
real character." 

** Your senses are bewildered. Back 
with me and rest awhile, that sound 
reason may return. I fear not to aver, 
that in this realm of England there Jives 
not a more honourable lady, than she to 
whose house I last night conducted you." 

« This is past belief." 

*< By all the saints above, I speak but 
the truth. Affliction, sore affliction, she 
has known, but this makes her the more 
indulgent to others. Trust me, your 
alarm is unfounded, your suspicions un- 
just and idle." 

•* If you think what you say, I grieve 
to unfold what has chanced to come to 
my knowledge.'' 
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" You move my wonder much; but 
rest assured, that you are abused." 

" I have appalling proofs of the con- 
trary. She has imbrued her hands in 
blood/' 

" Impossible !** 

'* I have witnessed the restless throes 
of guilt. In the dead hour of night, I 
have heard her o£fend Heaven by daring 
exclamations/' 

** In all you are deceived/' 

** It cannot be; for I have even seen 
the remains of her victim. 

« Other victim !" 

** Nothing less. This brought convic- 
tion to a mind not naturally prone to 
suspect evil. It was therefore that I 
ventured forth, and then it was my for- 
tune .to hear her awful voice uttering 
exclamations which told that she pon^ 
dered on her past crime, but not that 
she repented it/' 

" This is inconceivable ! — yet stay— 
a thought breaks in upon my mind which 
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explains all ! — you speak of the remains 
of one murdered;** 

*• I do.** 

" You have seen the head of an aged 
man, which rests in her cabinet** 

" I have. Was it then known to you 
when you took me to that horrible 
abode ?** 

" You have beholden what might 
justify alarm, but what proves no guilt.*' 

*« Seek not to deceive me further.** 

** I seek but to undeceive. Listen, 
and be convinced. Remarked you not 
the lady was in mourning ?'* 

" I did.** 

" She mourns for her beloved and 
celebrated father, ^ Sir Thomas More. 
You canmit but have heard that that 
virtuous man lately- perished on a scaf- 
fold. His head was mounted on a pole 
by London Bridge. Some few weeks 
since, it so fortuned, that it was blown 
down, and was then conveyed to his 
daughter, Mrs. Roper, whom you have 
9 
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seen. The melancholy r^ic she would, 
not exchange for the crown of him who 
willed her parent's death j atfd filial love 
preserves it with pious care in a cabi- 
net purposely, fashioned to receive it. 
On this she nightly sheds her tearfi^i and 
finds no solace more sweet than: tjbat 
which she derives from seeming to con- 
verse with the sad memorial of one so 
dear to her in life, so lamented in death. 
Grief will sometimes move strong emo-. 
tion, and abhorrence of the cruelty by 
which her father fell, may have caused 
her to utter exclamations, which you, 
not comprehending the cause of them„ 
would regard as indications of guilt ; but 
if there be virtue on earth, believe me, 
her heart is one of the hallowed temples 
in which it resides." 

*< Your earnestness, I think, cannot be 
counterfeit; — yet still I doubt, for all 
that I have heard, that awful woman. 
If.the tale; which you have told be veri- 
table, why ,was that same cabinet re- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



68 OTHER TIMES } OR, 

cboved with such anxious care from the 
chamber in which I was, to rest T^ 

« The kindness to which I confided 
you, wished to spare you the shock which 
you have received, and to indulge in the 
mournful luxury of sorrowing over all 
that remained to her of her immortal 
progenitor. Her benevolence was foiled 
by your attention being so promptly 
espied to that object from which her 
thoughts are never separated.'' 

*< Can I have wronged a virtuous 
being so grossly as to have taken for a 
murderess one who is truly good, and the 
victim of misfortune ?•' 

« Unintentionally you have : believe 
me, appearances are sometimes little 
to be trusted.** 

He uttered the last words with pe- 
culiar emphasis, his eyes riveted on the 
countenance of Mariana. She shrank 
from his gaze, and recalling the situation 
in which she had been placed within the 
last four-and-twenty hours, h^f con- 
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jecturedy that he was aware she had so 
recently been pursued as a shameless 
wanton^ by a scoffiag aod reviling mob. 

" Come," he added, ** allow me to 
conduct you to the fittest asylum for 
youth and beauty like yours. Dismiss 
your fears; but if, till you can obtain cqn* 
iirmation of what I have said, you prefer 
residing elsewhere, tell me whither you 
would go, and I will aid you in your 
own way. Give me your confidence i I 
will prove that I have some slight cl^um 
to it, by not enquiring what affliction 
has brought you to the situation in 
which I have found you, though I might 
have been forgiven for doing so, seeing 
it was not at Greenwich that we met 
for the first time." 

Mariana locked surpiised Hitherto 
fear had wholly occupied her mind, and 
her attention had been directed towards 
the actions, and not towards the featqres 
of the individual who had so providen- 
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tially been sent to her- assistance. But 
now she was convinced that he spoke 
truth, for she recalled the countenance 
of the master of the tent in which she 
had reposed at Canterbury. 

<^ I perceive your astonishment is 
great/' said Clifford ; ** but humble as I 
seem, and as I am, — doubt not my sin- 
cerity. I found you in distress, I see 
you helpless and alone. A wounded 
heart I would not. probe in wantonness, 
but I invite you to claim such assistance 
as you may need. Could gold relieve 
you, it shall be forthcoming.*' 

Mariana looked with increased sur- 
prise on the speaker. 

" You marvel that the poor lowly being 
you recognize should be enabled to prof- 
fer gold. He who was with you, I speak 
of Edmund, left his purse in my tent. 
I have not used its contents to supply 
my own wants, but shall not scruple 
to have recourse to them for yours« 
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I think I risk little when I say that he 
would not think it possible to apply 
them better." 

Mariana still hesitated, but could not 
help yielding credit to the representa- 
tions of Clifford. His eai^nest entreaties 
prevailed on her to retrace her steps, and 
again to seek that house from which 
she had so hastily retreated. 
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CHAP. V. 



*Tis not^lwaya 
That Jusdce wins the prize on earth, — 'tis kept 
For brighter climes, — 'tis made of brighter gems. 
That, like yon stars, beam with unfading light. 

ROCHEr 



It was not without trembling that Ma- 
riana re-approached the dwelling of Mrs. 
Roper, and she felt no small embarrass- 
ment at meeting the female whom she 
had accused, as it now appeared, un- 
justly of murder. 

To Mrs. Roper the conduct of Ma- 
riana was perfectly inexplicable i and 
when she again saw her with Clifford, 
she affected not that kindness Bxid cor- 
diality with which the wanderer had 
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been greeted on the preceding ^ nights 
Thaft Mariana should have fled at an 
hour ao^ unseasonably early, for the apr 
parent purpose of meeting Clifford, was 
1^ step not easily to be reconciled with 
female delicacy. Clifford was not slow 
to perceive that his own reception was 
different from that to which he had be^n 
accustomed j he guessed the causet 
and hesitated not to express what he 
thought. 

** My situation. Madam," said he, 
<* is singular; and I certainly feel, that 
little prone as you are to dcaw un- 
favourable conclusions from doubtful 
circumstances, you cannot but question 
the propriety of my conduct.'* 

" I will not deny that the flight of 
this young stranger, and what I now see, 
pleases me not. On your representa- 
tions,.! last night received beneath this 
roof a female in distress. What has 
since occurred, leads with irresistible 

VOL. III. E 
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force to the conclusion, that if her dis- 
tress were not feigned, it was brought 
on by misconduct." 

^« You judge that her meeting with 
me this day was in consequence of a 
preconcerted plan. Believe me, madam, 
-—you who have so kindly yielded me 
credence when all the rest of the world 
disdained to hear me — believe me now 
in this, the last hour I can hope to see 
you, that it was purely the effect of 
chance j or rather, I speak it with reve- 
rence, the work of Providence." 

« But that flight— that guilty flight, 
in opposition to my repeated calls." 

** Of that you, madam, you, incre- 
dulous as you may feel at this moment, 
were the sole cause." 

" How ! Did she meet with aught but 
kindness from me and mine." 

" Through accident, she saw an ob- 
ject which, precious as it may be in the 
eyes of a fond lamenting daughter, was 
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well calculated to> terrify a timid stran- 
ger/' 

The lady aflfected not to misunderstand 
that to which Clifford alluded, and he 
now proceeded to explain the miscon- 
ception into which Mariana had fallen. 
His statement commanded belief, and 
the coldness and resentment which had 
previously manifested themselves were 
no more. 

^< Poor child !'' she exclaimed, taking 
Mariana by the hand, << I wonder not at 
thy anxiety to fly, and grieve for the 
dismay of which I have been unwittingly 
the cause. Thy flight had made me sad, 
and I am much relieved to find thee 
neither thankless nor unworthy/' 

" Of the immediate cause of this fair 
one's distress," said Clifford, ** I am 
wholly ignorant. It would ill become 
me to pry into it, but to one of her own 
sex, I doubt not the troubled bosom will 
freely reveal the sources of its woe. 
For me, having placed her wliere I know 
E 2 
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she will meet with kind protection and 
discreet counsel, I must away/' 

", Do yoii ta^:e your departure to- 
day r 

" This hour even. The state of the 
tide already admonishes me that I have 
too long delayed, and now, honoured 
madam, we must part ^— I doubt not for 
ever.*' 

** I hope not. I shall still pray for 
the happiness of witnessing your joyous 
return, and of knowing your fame vin- 
dicated — your fortunes re-established.'' 

•* Such dreams I may not . cherish ; 
but wherever I may be, on the tempes- 
tuous sea or in the arid desert^ my hum-$ 
ble supplications will not fail to ascend 
to the Giver of all good for your happi- 
ness. You, without wounding my pride, 
have enabled me to« fly from scorn ; and 
though assured by you, that you have 
biit paid a debt in furnishing me as you 
have done, I shall remain eternally your 
debtor." 
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Tears of affectionate esteem trembled 
on his eyelids while he spoke. Turning 
to Mariana, he said, 

" It would give me joy to offer yoil 
further aid. Gladly would I seek him 
who was once my friend, at whose name 
I saw the ready tear spring, while I 
spoke this morning; but my present 
situation is such that I cannot have that 
satisfaction. I leave you where you will 
find more eflScient relief than I under 
the most favouring circumstances could 
supply. I dare remain no longer.—^ 
Adieu *— Adieu madam ! — my friend i— 
my preserver !*• 

He kissed with profound respect the 
extended hand of Mrs. Roper, and bow- 
ing to Mariana left the room. 

Mrs. Roper recounted to Marian^ the 
history of her sorrows. The recital Vas 
sad, but it emboldened the blushing 
guest to unfold the extraordinary cir<^ 
cumstances which had brought them 
together From the manner in which 
E 3 
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she* bad been treated, from the tone in 
whid) Mrs* Roper bad described b^r 
own situation^ Mariana expected sym- 
patby; but ber narrative produced a 
-degree of emotion wbicb astonisbed ber. 
-Sometimes it was interrupted by eager 
enquiries, and sometimes by fits of abstrac- 
tion, wbicb made it necessary for ber to 
pause, or to repeat wbat sbe bad uttered ; 
biit when she came to state tbe manner 
in wbicb tbe doors of tbe convent bad 
been forced, and Egbert giv^i up to; the 
. fury of the populace in the face of 4ay, 
.Mrs. Rpper started from her chair, wilb 
awildness in her look and manner %* 
whieh Mariana could not account, and 
demanded in a loud tone, 
" Do yQU speak truth ?" 
*< Madam!*' 

•V Forgive me,, tbpu dear fellow suf- 
ferer, that I: ask tbe question y but did 
-you see it with your own eyes ?*' 

•* I saw the wretch who would fain 
have; destroyed me led forth by tbe 
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cromdi and pwsuod by tfa^ir fierce r^ 
aeotment'' 

": Then God is jijst^" Mrs, Roper eit- 
claimed^ with an expression of euxne^lt 
devotion ; '^ but Oh ! that you had mei^ 
tioned this sooner ! Why did you let hiqi 
withdraw^ this being untold ?'' 

" Of whom do you speak?*' 

.« Of Clifford, But I forget that you 
knew him not as. the victim of the mona- 
ster whose crimes are at length discl<^d 
Jto the world*' 

^ Speak you of him who^ bjrouj^t m^ 
bbih^^?'^ 

" Even of him— -your preserver. iBy 
Egbert was the fame of Clifford bl^tiQ^ 
4nd bis fortunes ruined. The Avenger 
lias at length hurled his thunderbolt at 
the guilty ; but the innocent may be lost 
for want of timely succour. It may yrt 
be possible to prevent Clifford from leavr 
ing the shores of his native country,** 

« What would you, madam ?** 

** We must pursue his steps,; and bear 

£ 4 
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ikese glad tidings ta the gallant heaft 
about to become an exile« If we should 
l>e in time — if we can but save him, 
how shall his wife and little one rejoice 
to see the mighty change in his fortunes 
"which this must bring about !" 

While yet speaking, Mrs. Roper hastily 
put on her bonnet and mantle« 
* <' I must, seek him instantly^ or for 
liim this happy chance may prove c^ no 
kvtfiL You I fear are even now • fa^ 
tigued, yet I pray you ^ be my com- 
paniouj for my head is giddy with joy, 
and I shall but imperfectly recount what 
I have heard. — Can you mske sl hew 
exertion?*' 

' /< Ol madam, in such a cause I can* 
not be sensible of pain ; I cannot know 
weariness. If I may be the means of 
conveying joy and peace to others, com- 
mand me straight, and fear not that, my 
weakness will intei*pose a difficulty jn 
theway of your benevolence.** ' 

With bri.ef delay> Mi^riana and her 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE VOKKS Cl9 LEABEKHALL. SI 

protectress left Greenwich. Mrs. Roper 
first directed her steps towards Podd's 
Elms. She did not exactly know the 
spot where Clifford had resided, for 
though her kindness would not have 
scarned to visit his humble habitation, 
the pride of ClifFord disdained to move 
compassion by suffering her to behold 
the humble shed in which he who ha^ 
once been the heir of fortune was lately 
constrained to hide his wife and helpless 
ofl&pring. Mrs. Roper had known him 
in prosperity, and recognizing him in 
one of the lonely walks in which she had 
been accustomed to indulge after the 
death of her father, she commiserated 
his distress, believing him to be guilty. 
Her generous pity won his confidence^ 
and he subsequently, at her tequest^ 
recounted his story, and explained some 
of the peculiarities of his situation. She 
would fjun have led him into a detailed 
exposition of his circumstances, with a 
view to judg^ . how she - might ; best 
£ 5 
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administer relief; but when he witb^ 
drew from her prying, kindness, she 
respected his feelings too much to press 
him further, and applied herself to assist 
the victim of calumny in the manner 
which might least alarm his sensibility. 
A trifling sum, which had been due frotn 
Sir Thomas More to the, father of Clif- 
ford, she magnified into a considerable 
debt, and by this virtuous artifice en^ 
abled the object of her bounty to pro- 
vide himself with all that was requisitCi 
both for the voyage he coAtemplate4» 
imd his future residence in an unknown 
country. She then exerted Herself to 
find a vessel in which he could leave 
England, and succeeded in engaging the 
inaster of one which was proceeding to 
^adiz, to undertake for his conveyance 
thither, and thence to procure him a 
passage to the new world. These efforts 
in his fodialf had made it necessary that 
.he should frequently \mt Greenwich ; 
bot it was not till the eve of his depaiv 
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tiire, that he had permitted her to know 
where Elinor and her infant were sheir 
tered. He had even concealed from her 
till then, that he had become a husbaad 
and a father ; for, however anxious to 
explain away his supposed crino^ be 
could not bring himself to reveal circma- 
stances which might have the appear- 
ance of being brought forward to move 
that sort of compassion which directly 
pointed at pecuniary relief. Ignorant 
that he had a wife, Mrs. Roper,. to guard 
as much as possible against explanations 
which might defeat her kind purpose, 
by proving that she in reality gave, 
while $he professed but to pay, had ei^ 
joined him to the observance of strict 
secrecy. Bound by a promise which she 
isxacted, he had never mentioned her 
.^nape to Elinor, though he could not 
conceal the fact that he had been assisted 
by a friend. It was in consequence of 
these precautions that Mrs, Roper had 
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now some difficulty ia ascertaifiitig the 
texact spot. 

But her pursuit was so far successful, 
that she found the hovel in which Clif- 
ford had resided. She derived little 
satisfaction from this discovery, as it ^as 
untenanted. She sighed on entering it, 
while, she reflected on the dreadful vicis* 
iftitudes of fortune experienced by him 
whose misery it had lately concealed; 
but she did not allow sensibility to check 
jexertion. Anxious to recal, if possiblef^ 
(the unfortunate object of her pursuit, 
3))e rushed to the water's edge, flattering 
v^herself that he might not yet be out of 
«igbt. It was in vain that her anxious 
glances were thrown over the river, she 
i$SLW not Cliflbrd ; but after remaining 
there for a few moments, she observed a 
:boat at a great distance, moving towards 
ihen At first, she, entertained a hope 
that CliQbrd was in it, but as. it neared 
^the shcire, she perceived that the rower 
nothing resembled hkn^ 
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"Tell me/' said Mrs. Roper, takiilg 
it for granted, in the eagerness of her 
anxiety, that the man who had just left 
the boat was capable of resolving the 
question, " where is he who lived in this 
cabin?" 

The man replied, that the individual 
enquired for Was then on board of a ship 
which was seen at some distance, and to 
which he pointed^ 

<< And is the vessel now moving down 
the river?*' 

" She is under weigh ; but I do not 
think she is moving. The wind is dowd, 
and she will not easily get through Wool- 
wich Reach, I have a notion, this tide/' 

<^ Then out with thy boat 'again, 
and bear me to that ship. I will well 
requite thy labour." 

The man was most willing to comply. 
He described himself to have just re- 
turned from putting the late inhabitant 
of the hovel on board, with his wife and 
child. " Lucky it was," he added^ 
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*< that he bad chanced to be near to 
assist; but for that circumstance, thej 
must have lost their passage/' 

<« Would to H«aven it had so chanced," 
she exclaimed. 

The boat went expeditiously through 
the water, and gained on the ship. It 
had got so near that they could see those 
who were on deck, and Mrs. Roper 
thought she distinguished Clifford. In 
a few moments all doubt was removed, 
and she was certain that it was he. 
She enjoyed the further satisfaction 
of perceiving that she was recognized 
by Clifford. He waved his hand 
in answer to a similar action on her 
part, and pointing to Elinor and her 
child who stood near him with his left 
hand, his right was laid on his heart, 
while with uplifted eyes he seemed to 
implore a blessing from Heaven on the 
generous friend who had enabled him 
to withdraw from the land of their 
birth, ^ 
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He Was tbu0 ^ngaged^ when the sails 
became saddeoly distended i a breeze 
sprung up« and CiifiBDrd again waived bis 
hand with exultation, to bid his bene- 
factress a last adieu* Elinpr did the 
same ; and the child, now sustained in 
his father's arms, attempted to imitate 
the action* Mrs. Roper was near enou^ 
to mark the fond gaze of the parea^s 
bent on the smiling pledge of their love, 
but she had no means of intimating the 
nature of the errand on which she had 
come, and saw with grief not easily to be 
described, the vessel fast receding from 
her, and all chance of overtaking it lost. 
She gazed on the forms of those whom she 
had endeavoured to save, till the projecting 
line of shore concealed them wholly from 
her view, before she could give the word 
to return. The tear of exalted bene* 
volence trespassed on her cheek, and she 
exclaimed, 

" Unhappy Clifford ! friends and foen 
are destined to be alike fatal- to thee* 
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Had not thy untoward fortune brought 
thee to me, the calumniators of thy name 

• had been vanquished, and thy peace re- 

• stored. But I am no¥^ the abettor of 
their malice j and when they, by them- 
selves, could no longer prevail, I have 
been made the instrument of consigning 
thee to inhospitable wilds, a melancholy 

• exile. 
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CHAP. VI. 



•Were rebels gathering round 



This dauntless slave, by Heaven's ! his voice alone, 
And not his sword, would fight their battles. — 

Roche. 



O^ every side enquiries were multiplied 
by Lord Erpingham, in the hope of dis- 
covering the retreat of Mariana. Ed- 
mund and Ferdinand went in quest of 
her to all the villages in the vicinity of 
th6 metropolis, but without being able to 
obtain any clue to her retrteat. 

A week had thus been consumed, 
when Nicholas Bray, who had been jput 
in requisition on this occasion, found 
himself at Barnet. Darkness was coming 
on, and he was reluctant either to go 
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further or to return to the metropolis 
that night, and he therefore demanded 
if he could be accommodated. He was 
answered, that he could have no bed 
there. 

** Why then litter down a few clean 
rushes, put the lattice close, and keep up 
a good rearing fire, and I will edify 
you and your family, by showing how to 
sleep through a night without a bed." 

^^ I cannot pleasure you, my master," 
said the landlord ; ^< for even this room 
.^ill have two inmates." 

♦* You expect two feUows to stretch 
^^ shanks here, do you ?" 

«♦ Yes, my master." 

** But you see it is dark ; they wiU 
not come now." 

/* They are already here*" 

** And why, then, have they not shewn 
themselyes." 

^' Expecting you to go, they cared 
,not to enter while you rested here." ^ 
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. " They may came in. Tell them I 
am not proud ; and so they do not take aU 
the rushes, I have no objection to their 
sleeping here ; provided they take' good 
care not to snore louder than may be- 
come persons of gentle condition/' 

" But I tell you, they care not for 
fitrange company/' 

** Well, if they care not for it, I sup- 
pose they heed nothing about it/' 

*^ But they would rather have thy 
room/' 

" They shall be right welc<Hne to my 
room to-morrow, so they will hut let me 
have your room to-night. Bestir thysdf, 
my host,^ and bring salt and radishes 
straight to flavour thy nappy ; and ibr 
those who sojourn here!, bid them be 
merry, and tell thetn their worships shall 
be free to drinky in my name, a flagon of 
thy best ale this night, if their worships 
can pay the charge of the same, cdr you, 
being no prudent man, are willing to tru^ 
ihera with it in the morning/' 
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.<< They will not be so sported with, 
and you are likely to rue offending, for 
one of them i$ of quality/' 

" Is he, by the Virgin ? Oh then we 
shall do together, for I am of the quality 
myself; so tell them the fool of the late 
Jord cardinal, Nicholas Bray, gentleman, 
kisses their hands, and begs them not to 
be strange.'' 

" I shall do your bidding," said the 
host ;*^ but if they give you entertainment 
of the sort you covet not, never carp at 
me for the same." 

•5 Away, knave; thy vulgarity shocks 
me. Not to know that a fool is good 
company, proves thee a clod well enough 
in thy place perchance, like the bung 
in thine ale cask, but valueless for con- 
versation or counsel." 

The host retired somewhat discon* 
♦certed by the pertinacity of Bray, and 
ttwo raggedy ruffianly men made their 
^dppearance. Bray had expected guests 
of a superior order. He was surprised. 
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but not embarrassed at their aspect, Md 
accosted them with his usual flippancy. 
. "Gentles, you are right welcome. 
Mine host said one of you was of the 
quality, and I doubt not you are both 
nobles of a marvellously ancient and sin- 
gularly numerous order.*' 

" Spare your jibes/* cried one of the 
strangers, " I am not of the common sort^ 
hut the wearer of a title.** 

<^ I am glad you have something to 
wear besides that tattered doublet, which^ 
to say truth, is well-fashioned to give thy 
titled carcase the benefit of bleaching, 
beyond what the common sort would 
desire. But may I ask what is this s&ine 
title? Am I speaking to the new Lord 
Clerkenxvellf for the late one, I heard, 
died suddenly at Xyburn ? — (I judge the 
air of that neighbourhood bad> from the 
number of deaths which there occur ;)-^ 
or are you pf the iUudtrioys family of the 
Skareditches r 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



94 OT%IBft TIMES ; OR, 

V I am none of these whipsters who 
can shoot at a mark on a holiday, but 
not at a man on the field of battle. I 
am an earl.*' 

« Earl of what?*' 

« Of Poverty.** 

" I should have thought you might 
have been king of that realm, from the 
unlimited command you appear to huve 
of its ragged treasures.** 

** Hold that tongue of thine, or these 
saucy scoffings, seeing you have not now 
your cock*s comb on your head, which 
every true fool wears, may chance to get 
you tliat nose hammered flatter than it 
is.** 

« Thy aid is not wanted to bring per- 
fection to my countenance ; and for the 
feature you have mentioned, it already 
lies quietly down like a dame*s lap dog 
before the fire, wherefore my lord cardi- 
nal used to say, < Nicholas, that head of 
thine is Socratic ;* * yea,* would I there- 
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Upon reply, * and being Socratic» I can 
fit the rim of my cup close to my face, 
and philosopher-like, swallow my sack 
without flinching; whilst your reverence, 
by reason of your nasal protuberance, 
must give way when you drink, and turn 
up your nose at the liquor you love/' 

" Be not put in fume with the varlet,*' 
cried the earPs companion, •* but borrow 
his jacket, and turn him forth," 

<< Rather let us keep him, for much I 
suspect he is a spy. Whom seek you, 
sirrah?" 

'< So please your gentleness, I seek a 
young wanderer of the she sex, some time 
since a nun. It is only a woman that has 
led my unsuspecting innocence astray.", 

" And what want you with her, I 
would know ?" 

" Even to conduct her to her friends, 
and — the tale is too long for telling-** 
to give her to one who has strangely dis^ 
covered that he is her father." 

•fJlo^ who is he?" 
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^ O he cannot boast of being an earl, 
like you ; but he is something, notwith- 
9tanding, and is called Lord Erpingham.^' 

The £arl of Poverty and his companion ' 
looked at each other with surprise. 

"Lord Erpingham, said you?** de«? 
manded the earl. " And is it hi$ 
daughter that, in the dress of a nun, 
passed this way ?** 

^^ I know not that, but if it be so, I am 
much rejoiced. If you have seen, direct - 
me to her, and all that this house can 
afford shall be yours, to eat, to drink, 
and to wear ; and, moreover, angels shall 
chink in your pence-deserted pockets/^ 
" Nay, if she be daughter to Lord Er- 
pingham, we will have good ransom/' 

" Ransom I — Good pay you shall have -, 
but where is she ?*' 

« She is on towards Yorkshire, where, 
to be brief and plain, a band of right 
gallant hearts now take the field. They 
desired to have lord Erpingham for th^r 
leader, but when I attend^ him to mike 
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known their wishes, notwithstanding all 
men supposed him most staunch to the 
trae churchy I could hardly get speech 
with him. This having reported, I was 
sent back on a new mission, when he 
refused me entrance at his porch, and no* 
thing would hear of what I had to tell.'' 

<< Truly that was hard, but perchance 
he did not know your quality." 

M He did know it." 

<< Then hie to him now; take his daugh- 
ter with you, and I will answer for it, 
you shall find no difficulty in gaining an 
audience." 

•* That may not be ; for I have heard a 
rumour has gone forth, that the rising 
has already taken place, and if so, I am 
too noted to escape, should I be seen in 
London." 

" Nay, if you go now in the darkness, 
you may return by the morning." 

« But he will not admit me." 

" Then Timothy Skelton, the son of 
the old laureat, will." 

VOL. III. F. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



98 OTHEB times; OR, 

« And where is he ?*' 

<^ He keeps the Bell at the lane end» 
by which you go from Fickett's Fields to 
Drury-house, the way passengers take to 
escape the pits and stagnant water in the 
Strand/' 

« What !" cried the Earl's companion, 
"is the son of the poet an innkeeper?" 

" I have told truth. Old Tomi impu- 
dently scoffed about my Lord Cardinal by 
reason, as he said that, being the son of a 
butcher, his genealogy was greasy ; dn 
the which I replied, that a fat sorrow 
(such as my lord's was then) a man 
might bear with fortitude. This Master 
Tim understands now." 

" Is he poor ?" 

<< If he is not, he soon will be, for the 
doddy-pate has agreed to pay in rent by 
<the year no less than seventeen shillings 
and eight-pence, (taking it on lease,) 
though the house has but eight rooms be- 
sides the kitchen, a skittle-ground and an 
orchard, with a meadow for buU-baiting/' 
21 
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: " But what good shall follow from 
our journeying to the Bell to-night, if 
Lord Erpingham will not hold communi- 
cation with me ?** 

"Because even though he were in his 
bed I dare call him up, and can pass be- 
tween you with messages, which, respect- 
ing this damsel, I know he will be right 
glad to receive and to reward." 

^' If he will now attend to our suit and 
aid our cause with his presence and ad- 
vice, he shall soon regain his daughter.*' 

" But how shall I know that this is the 
very female I seek/* 

" Marry, I hold it to be clear enough, 
as you look for a nun. She would not 
tell her name, wherefore, thinking that 
might chance, which now comes to pass, 
that she would be sought for by some 
man of importance, we detained her." 

" From what convent does she come ?*' 

" She said from St. Helen's, which 
theKing, still adding to his tyrannies, 
has now suppressed." 
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<< O then there can be no mor^ doubt ; 
if she comes from St. Helenas. So please 
your £arlship» let us to horse. I thought 
not of further journeying to-day, but 
now hence with me to Fickett's Fields, 
and I will negociate fpr you." 

"Do you mean us fairly ?*' 

"Triily do I, my good Lord Poverty. 
If you have still a doubt, propose any 
oath your pennyless wisdom can fashion, 
and I will take it." 

.•'.Attempt to deceive, and, mark me, 
*— I speak at once to the point, — look to 
have a dagger in thy throat.'* 

" Your Lordship speaks to the point 
with a vengeance." 

" If you deal foully with us, hope not 
for life." 

" If I wer^ roguishly inclined, after 
what you have said, compassion for man* 
kind in general would make me true to 
you ; fpr what could the poor world do 
if I were gone ?" 
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' ** Tiish4 remember to be false to u» is 
to be n traitor to religion and liberty, for 
which, if you be a true mail, you are 
prepared to fight and die/' ^ 

«* Why as to dying for liberty, though 
it be a vary fine thing to talk about, I 
must confess it is not much to my taste; 
for I have an awkward suspicion that 
when I am dead, the finest Hberty in the 
world would not be worth a penny to me, 
and as afore9aid, I know not bow the 
world could wag without me*** 

** Why there were fools before you 
were born/* 

" Yes, and the race will not be Wholly 
extinct after I am dead, if any of the 
presetit company chance to survive me. 
Still I would not willingly leave mankind 
in wor^e hands, and therefore content in 
all cases to keep my life out of jeopardy, 
your Worship shall have nothing to dread 
from my treachery.** 

^* Then we will to London straight, and 
irith speed." 

y 3 
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** In this your Worship*s wisdom is 
diost apparent, for being at the Bell, I ' 
dare promise you an omelet for your 
suppers.*' 

*« I fear you promise too largely, for 
Tim's cookery shall be over, and he in 
bed ere we get there, as we cannot arrive 
till nine of the clock." 

" That matters not, for I have been a 
great man at the Bell ever since the 
sign which stands before the do6r was 
first set up by old Billy Sutton, who now, 
by reason the rent of the Bell was too 
chargeable, has gone to the Axe at Aid* 
gate-without ; and for Tim, I have 
known him as long as I have known his 
father's verses/' 

" That may be," said the Earl, « and 
yet he may not choose to bestir him '^If 
for thee, at so late an hour." 

<^ Told I not, that in a case like this 
I shall not scruple to call Lord £rping« 
ham from his pillow, and after that, need 
I say, I fear not to disturb a tapster,' 
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He .:who would pay seventeen and eight- 
pefice by the year for his rent alone, 
mast tefld his customers late and early; 
so think not that I, being as I am, ruhr 
risk of meeting rdiuif from that, poor, 
lanky, dai^ling devil of a boy, Tim 
Skelton/' 

Attracted by the hope of making a 
better report to dieir brother-insurgenta 
than tfa^ had ^ yet, been enabled ta 
prepare respecting the intentions of 
Lord Erpingham, the Earl of Poverty 
and his companion mounted two shabbily 
oiparisohed mules, and, wiCh Nick Bray, 
took the road to London. 

Arriving at Fickett's Fields, the jester 
found no difficulty in making good all 
he bad promised with respect to Tim 
Skelton. But though anxious to accom^ 
modate his gue^, Tim was somewhat 
reserved and thoug&tful in his manner* 
Bray, who was in Ugh spirits, from con-? 
tamplating the important service he be*^ 
V i 
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lieved he was about to perform and its 
probable reward, remarked on this ; — 
, " AVhy, Tim, thou art trying to throw 
thought into that unfried pancake-face 
of thine. Give over thy labour. Never 
think of breeding an ox in a rabbit- 
hutch, or of growing an oak where 
the moss springs on thy thatch. Now re- 
flection, in repect of its nobleness, may be 
likened to an oak, and, therefore, it can- 
hot flourish on the dull ugly mask which 
thy poor empty skull is doomed to 
wear.*' 

« I thought not to see you in merry 
mood, at this time,'* said Tim. 

« What ! dost think I camfe to condole 
with thee on the scantiness of thy purse, 
which begins to grow on thy scantiness of 
brain ? Not so, man — I will not twit thee 
for thy blunder. True it is, that thou 
hast made a marvellously foolish pact in 
taking the Bell as thou hast, when I dare 
avouch thou mightest have rented The 
Shunamites, where bishops should be thy 
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worst guestSy for a like rent, and when 

thou mightest have had the Axe at Ald^ 

gate for fourteen and niitb^ence by the 

year/' 

• " I think not of th^ rent that—" > 

<< Think not of the rent i then thou art 
mad ; so hang thyself to^iight, and I will 
take care^ that no coroner shall burn thee 
for the same. Why, man^ two centuries 
past, all Holbom paid not thy rent five 
times oven Was not the charge of a 
tenement for my Lord Bishop of Ely 
but twenty-two shillings and four-pence? 
yet thou, one of the common sort, must 
give seventeen shillings and eight*pence 
for this grim-looking Bell. After this, 
the bookseller who offered two pounds 
thirteen shillings and fbur-pence for a 
house in Paternoster-Row, w;hich is in 
the city, ought not to be accounted 
lunatic." 

«* Your speech gives me much plea- 
sure, since it tells me what indeed I 
hoped from the- first, and I will say it, 
F 5 
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"WVA convinced must be the fact, that all 
19 right, and that thid matter, as to my 
Lord Erpingfaam, will not end tragically, 
by bringing his head to the block.'* 

" Block ! head !" exclaimed Bray : 
" what talk you about? To bring a 
block to that head of thine would be like 
carrying water to the Thames* What 
dost stare at ?" 

" Because you seem as if you had 
forgotten that Lord Erpingham is ar- 
rested for high treason, and has been 
carried to. the Tower this afternoon." 

" To the Tower! Lord Erpingham 
carried to the Tower, say you ?" 

<* It is most true. Had you been 
four hours sooner you would have met 
the halberdiers/' 

s The glee of Bray was suddenly 
changed into sorrow. From what he 
considered his good fortune, he had 
been much disposed to be merry, but 
now he was affected in a very different 
fiiamier, while, leaydng the Bell, he jre** 
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paired to the house of Lord Erpingham, 
where, as Timothy Skelton informed 
him, Master Edmund was still supposed 
to remain. 



p 6 
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CHAP. VII. 



Cham. No, I'll none of it : I pr'ythee keep that for the 
hangman; for I know thou wonhip*8t Saint Nicholas as 
truly as a man of falsdiood may. 
'Gwis. What talk'st thou to me of the hangman? 

Shakspsaee. 



Though British liberty has been the 
poets' darling song through many ages, 
and though patriots of the present day 
talk with rapture of that state of free- 
dom supposed to have been enjoyed in 
the '* good old times^*' before those inno- 
vations on the constitution had taken 
place, which furnish favorite topics to 
modem declaimers, but few of the bless- 
ings of a liberal constitution were tasted 
by Englishmen at the period identified 
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with this narrative ; and he who looked 
for security from innocence found .inj 
many melancholy and memorable in- 
stances, that he was under a fatal delu* 
sion, - 

The crime with which Lord Erping- 
ham was charged, was that of denying 
the supremacy of the King. Of this he 
had been suspected before the banquet 
at Ely House, which he had been so- 
licited to attend. His exemplary con- 
duct had failed to disarm malice. It 
was thought right by those ajbout the 
King to send an agent, who, describing 
himself to come from the sovereign, to 
ask, in confidence, for counsel, might 
learn ; the peer's real sentiments. His 
dutiful: avowal of. the opinions he enter- 
tained was considered to afford excellent 
evidence on which to. convict of high 
treason. 

; But it wUl be remembered that the 
Earl of Poverty had intruded upon Lord 
Erpingham on that same night. His 
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shabby appeafame and siu^ieious ixiaiii> 
.ner had attracted the notice of the 
person sent from the Court to entrap 
his Lordship. The malcontent had 
since been recognized as the fisher- 
man who assumed the title of Earl of 
Poverty, and his presence in Fickett's 
Fields was supposed to prove a connec* 
tion between Lord Erpingham and the 
Yorkshire rebels, who^afler^several risingist 
of small importance, had at length con* 
centrated their strength, for the purpose 
of marching to London, to demand the 
redress of certain grievances, and were 
already set out on what they called 
« The Holy Pilgrimage:' 

Such were the circumstances under 
which Lord Erpingham had been made a 
state-prisoner, and Edmund, in the midst 
of his affliction on account of Mariana, 
had now to fear that his most, valued 
fiiend would shortly be doomed to perish 
on a scaffold. 

He w^ -alonef for Ferdinand,t ^s a 
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I^t kope/had takeii the resolution of 
making enquiries, at the portwhere hehad 
landed, if Mariana had attempted return^* 
ing to Spain. He had left London on 
the preceding day. Uncertain how to 
act, Edmund was distracted with thoughts 
opposed to each other, but all alike in 
one respect, inasmuch as they were all 
painful. It was misery to remain in-* 
active while ignorant of the fate of 
JMariana, yet exertion had hitherto proved . 
useless ; and it was painful to pass to any 
considerable distance, while Lord Er* 
pingham was in his present situation, 
though he could not flatter himself that 
remaining near his prison would serve 
him. 

While occupied with these reflections, 
he saw the jester enter. He remem« 
bered the important service which Bray 
had rendered him, but the recollection 
was torture, as with it came the thought 
that his liberation had proved the source 
of. new suffering. 
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« Your semces/ • said he, " are grate- 
fully: but not jiayfully remembered. With- 
out your aid, I should have perished 
where William de Broke breathed his 
last, instead of surviving to experience 
the woe which has now come over me." 

" Verily, Master Edmund, I begin to 
think myself a kind of bad omen, or a 
sort of Jonah who evermore gets the 
ship he sails in, somehow or other, into, a 
storm. My Lord Cardinal had Tommy 
Cavendish long enough. without taking 
harm, but soon a^er I became his fool, 
his reverence met with his downfal. The 
stews in South wark have flourished for 
ages, but now since I was jester there, 
they have been put down by sound of 
trumpet; and lastly, my Lord Erping- 
ham, so long beloved and admired by all 
manner of men,, since I came to do him 
service, is clapped in the tower.'* 
i << It is sad,'* Edmund remarked, << but 
no. reproach to you." 

f« True, it is no reproach tome, but it 
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is ruin to ine. I am considered a fool of 
foul weather. Master Richard Slash, the 
chirurgeon, cut off a man's leg the other 
day, who straight catches the plague and 
dies. Wherefore Master Richard died 
himself^ because his patient did, from 
sheer ^ar that people would say he knew 
not how to keep a man alive. I shall die 
from fear also ; for if none that I serve 
can live, how can I continue to hope for 
a livelihood ?** 

^* But tell me, hare your new en* 
quiries been as unfortunate as your 
former ones?" 

<^ I have no courage to answer. Yet 
I came to Fickett*s fields brimful of joy, 
because I had at last succeeded in leam^ 
ing good tidings of the Lady Mariana.'' 

«* What — what of her?** demanded 
Edmund eagerly. 

Bray proceeded to describe the com- 
pany into which he had fallen, and the 
message with which he had been 
charged. Edmund was not a little dis- 
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turbed, to find that the Earl irf Poverty 
had been brought into the neighbourhood 
of Lord Erpingham at this critical mo* 
ment. The proposition of the rebels he 
would have spumed with disdain^ as he 
knew Lord Erpingham would; but he 
feared to exasperate men who had 
Mariana in their powen It struck him, 
that the first thing to be done wm to get 
the pretended Earl and his companion to^ 
retreat, before they could be recognized^ 
He therefiMre instructed Bray to desire 
tiieni totaketh^ir departure immediately, 
at the same time promising that lie 
(Lord Erpingham being away) would 
follow and largely requite their services, 
if they would bring him to the lady 
whom they had represented to be in 
their custody. 

But when Bray returned to the Bell 
with this message^ he found that bis late 
companions had alrieady taken t4> flight. 
The arrest of Lord Erpin^am, though 
it did not prove him hostile to theic 
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cause, most clearly established that it 
was in vain ta look for his assistance* 
This point settled, they had no anxiety 
on any subject in which he might 
feel personally interested j and there* 
fore they judged it prudent to decamp 
at once, since they were not quite 
certain that to be seen with one looked 
upon as a part of his Lordship's house*^ 
hold was perfectly compatible with their 
safety. At all events, it was clear that 
danger might grow out of delay, and 
they had no longer any object to gain by 
staying. More was not necessary to 
induce them at once, to quit Fickett's 
Fields with all convenient expedition. 

Edmund felt much embarrassed by 
the situation in which he found him^ 
self J but anxiety to release Mariana from 
the rude hands which he had been given 
to understand detained her, prevailed 
over every other consideration ; and he 
resolved on following the Earl of Poverty, 
to claim the fugitive as the daughter of - 
Lord Erpingham. 
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But with all the speed he coulcl exert, 
he failed to overtake the parties with 
whom hie wished to negociate. : He could 
not endure the thought of returning 
without obtaining certain information of 
Mariana, and still pursued the route which 
he supposed them to. have taken, ac«* 
companied by Bray, who boldly main* 
tained, as they advanced, that the Earl 
of Poverty could not be far before them, 
wd he, at last, most confidently appealed 
to Edmund if he had not been right all 
^<^f wfaen» on arriving at Doncaster, 
he recc^ized the features and tatters of 
that very important personage. 

The insurrection, which had brought 
this man into notice, and giyen him the 
ridiculous title which heowned» had origin- 
itted with a monk named David Maqka- 
rell, who, to ingratiate himself with the 
vulgar multitude, of whose services he 
proposed to avail himself, had assumed 
the i^pellation of Captain Ck>hler. He 
had been at the head of one of the 
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monasteries which Henry had dissolved. 
Their suppression injured many of the 
poor who depended on them for support, 
and Mackarel not only convinced them 
that that measure was unjust towards 
them, but he had the address to make 
many believe it could not fail to prove a 
source of permanent calamity to the nation 
at large. Hence the tumultuous rising, 
and the threatening advance towards Lon* 
don, which was cailedPilgr image qf Grace. 
That the religious houses should be 
promptly re-established was one of their 
first demands. But they most vehemently 
complained of that fearful infringement 
of the British constitution, which had 
taken away the right of sanctuary, by 
means of which, in what were then called 
" the good old times of our ancestors," 
murderers and other criminals might 
claim a refuge in certain places, and for 
a season, set the officers of justice at defi- 
ance. There was still one other point 
which they were most earnestly fixed to 
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carry, which many, who did not join th^ 
insurgents, and indeed the majority 
of the nation, were much inclined to 
favour : this was to prevail on the King to 
declare legitimate that extremely popular 
princess, for such she was at the time of 
this insurrection, his eldest daughter, 
since distinguished by the odious title of 
« bloody Queen Mary." 

Edmund gazed with astonishment on 
the vast multitudes collected together for 
the purpose of advancing to the capital. 
He found them provided with tents, and 
irregularly armed. Lar^e. banners, on 
which a crucifix appeared, were prepared 
to be carried before them. In these 
ensigns, the five wounds of the Redeemer, 
with the word Jesus, were made particu- 
lady conspicuous ; and it was the con- 
stant occupation of the ecclesiastics, 
who mingled with the crowd in great 
numbers, to represent that they ought to 
be kept constantly in view, with the feel- 
ing that it would be sacrilegious ingrati- 
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tude to him who had suffered fi>r them, 
not to advance in the cause of the rights 
of his church. Still more to impress this 
on their minds, a small copy of the banner 
was worn on the sleeve of each pilgrim ; 
and this distinction was the only feature 
of uniformity to be remarked in the rab* 
ble host, which comprehended all the 
varieties of attire, as it did almost all the 
varieties of calling and condition, which 
were at that time known in England. 

The arrival of two strangers well 
mounted was a circumstance of some 
moment at this period. It was necessary 
to ascertain that the parties were not 
spies; but, in any case, the insurgents 
calculated on strengthening their cavalry 
with. the horses, if not with the men. 
With all necessary gravity, the Earl of 
Poverty approached the new comers, and 
the voice of one of them, reproving him 
for running away after supper witliout 
saying *< Good even,** at once enabled 
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him to distinguish his late companioni 
Nicholas Bray, 

♦* Truly, Mr. Fisherman, I cry you 
mercy, my Lord Poverty I mean j it 
seemeth to me you might as well have 
tarried where you supped on Friday night, 
till I might return with such tidings as I 
had to bring. For though, thanks to my 
bounty, your bowels were not scantily pro- 
vided for on that occasion, I might have 
put wealth in your purse, which would 
have served for another repast or so.*' 

"It may be that you tell me no lie. I 
say not that it is so ; but when I found that 
the great lord I wished to be near had 
been arrested, I judged it right to waste 
no time on forms, lest I should get sent 
another way. Thou understandest." 

** I believe I do. You say you were 
afraid of being sent another road, from 
which I judge that you, though but the 
fresh cast spawn of the sea, have made out 
that Tyburn lies^ away from the tower." 

" Where so much depended on one. 
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that one was bound to look to his own 
safety.** 

" You considered it your duty to fly 
from the gallows. By the mass, you have 
a quick sense of right and wrong, and 
for your taste, which, leads you to quit 
your meat to escape a halter, I hold it to 
be : excellent. But ; now you must see, 
since we have followed you thus far, that 
no treachery was in,tended." 

. " Nevertheless, there might be much 
danger. A title like mine brings much 
peril.** 

'^< That is most true. He must be a 
bold man or a fool, who willingly bears 
the name of poverty. The proverb tells 
that * poverty is no sin,* but that must 
. be no truth,, since all mankind are leagued 
against it, in order to punish those who 
are guilty of being poor. Tlie very 
names heretofore given to those who 
'toiled in want, begin to signify crime, 
and now we can scarcely talk of a rascal^ 

VOL. III. o 
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a kfuevef or a mUein^ without being sup- 
posecf to speak of a rogue." 

<< Have done with trifling,^' said Ed- 
mund, *^ »nd let us speak of that which 
has brought us into these parts. I am 
advised/' he continued, addressing him- 
self to the Earl of Poverty^ " that you 
have detained a lady respecting whom 
enquiry has been made.^' 

" We have detained her, but of this 
you may be sure that from persons of 
our note and appearance^** and here the 
Earl of Poverty adjusted his tatters with 
an air of dignity intended to inspire the 
most profound respect ; — ** here she will 
have to deal with gentles, and when we 
terminate our pUgtimage of grace in 
London, we shall restore the convent 
from which ^e has been dislodged, and 
give her back to her late abode." 

« Give her back !" echoed Edmund, 
«< Can you contemplate an act so foul ? 
Can you return one so lovely and so 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE MONKS OF LEADENHALL. 12S 

young to the detected abominations of 
the convent, to which, in evil hour, she 
was consigned?" 

« How now I'' cried the Earl. « What 
manner of man art thou ? Of what dost 
thoutolkr 

" You must surely have heard of* the 
frightful enormities proved to have taken 
place Within the walls of the convent, 
from which she, respecting whom we 
have conversed, has been liberated.*' 

<< Nay, since thus you speak, you 
cannot be the friend I took you fon You 
are» perhaps, one of the false swearing 
visitors, hired by the King's council to 
set afloat such tales as may furnish ex« 
cuse for seizing the goods of convents." 

<< I have spoken but truth, and the 
maid you have seen can bear witness tp 
what I have said." 

<* Sie," returned thje Earlof Poverty, 
*< complains not, and by good hap she ^^ 
comes this way, even now, to answer for 
herself." 

o 2 
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With what eagerness did Edmund 
turn to gaze once more on the fondly 
beloved being he expected to see ! — His 
disappointment was greati when he found 
that the nun whom he had so anxiously 
pursued was not Mariana. ' He faintly 
demanded, 

" Is this -—is this the nun of whom 
you told me ?'* 

<^ It is. Now a$k her if she had cause 
to complain ?" 

" Of her I know nothing. This is 
not the fugitive I sought." 

*^ But she is a nun, and can resolve 
you in aught that concerns the suppres- 
sion of her convent." 

** From her I seek no information. 
Since it is thus, since the Lady Mariana 
is not here, I shall not prolong my stay." 

" But," replied the Earl of Poverty, 
*< not for the price of a new doublet, 
dare I suffer yoa to depart." 
. " Do you make me a prisoner ?" 

<< I shall take you to our captain. He 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



TfiB MOKKS OF LEADENRALL. 1^5 

wUl perhaps make you one, but I should 
betray my high trust if I failed to c6n- 
duct you to him^ together with your 
companion, master fool/* 

** The foul fiend ^eize your earldom," 
cried Brayj "your lordship seeiiis to 
have got to your old trade again. Seiz- 
ing on us in this marvellously ungallant 
manner, it is quite clear that with you 
alPs JUh that comes to netJ^ 

" r* said the Earl, " must obey my 
captain/' 

" Captain Cobler you mean, that is 
Father David — David Mackarell. Truly 
your captain seems well named for you. 
No doubt your lordship, being a fishing 
man, will stick close to a MackareV* 

♦* You would do no unwise thing, to 
spare this sauce/' 

« You shall have no more^^A sauce.** 

<* You will perhaps have a halter about 
your neck/* 

" If that is the case, by the mass, I 
have made a pretty kettle ofjish** 
o 3 
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<< Hdd your peace, and follow me*'^ 
" Yes," your Earlship, " but I flatter 
myself^ your lordi^ip will not take it 
amiss, if I say, since you talk about hang* 
i^g a poor/tfat fish lU^e me, that I hope 
yo^ will liave oth^r^sk to fry. *^ 
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CHAP. VIII, 

You have a holy father 
A graceful fendeman ; agamt whpce pertoD^ 
So sacred as it is, I have done sin, 

SBAKanAai, 

r£Bi>iNAND visited Dover, and made en- 
quiries of every one, from whom he could 
hope to obtain the least information, of 
those who had passed through. The an- 
swers which he received, were any thing 
but such as he was smxious to hear. He 
proceeded to other parts of the coast, 
but met with no better success i and^ at 
length overwhelmed with disappointment 
and regret, he again tod^ the road to the 
metrq>olis« He frequently deviated from 
the ^ect track, in the wild hope of 
meeting with the object of his anxious 
pursuit, and thus wasted several days in 
his progress. 
He was within a few miles of London 
G 4 
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when the mortification he had sustained, 
combined with the fatigue he had un- 
dergone, so affected his health that he 
was unable to complete his journey. A 
raging fever seized on him, he became 
delirious, and death for a time appeared 
inevitable. . 

When the crisis was past and he had 
become convalescent, he was impatient 
to return to London, to terminate the 
alarm which he feared his absence would 
cause Lord Erpingham to experience. 
He was apprehensive that his lordship 
would be mocked with the hope that 
he had succeeded 'in discovering the 
« retreat of Mariana. As soon as he could 
mount his horse, he resolved to proceed 
to the metropolis. He accordingly left 
the inn at Blackheath, where he had 
rested, but soon found that the ex- 
ercise of riding was more than he could 
bear. He reluctantly made up his mind 
to return, but his exhaustion was so great, 
that before he could accomplish this he 
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fell from his horse in a state of iiTsensi* 
bility. 

On reviving, he found himself in a pri* 
vate house. He had sustained little in- 
jury from his fall, and was desirous of 
returning thanks for the kind attention 
he had received, and of retiring. This, 
however, was not permitted, and he was 
almost compelled to remain till the next 
day, when he prepared to depart, with 
many expressions of gratitude. 

" We separate not so abruptly," said 
the person whose hospitality had been 
so seasonably interposed in his behalf. 
** You seem surprised at the peremptory 
tone in which I speak, but a greater sur- 
prise awaits you.** 

<* Speak on. After the violent shocks 
which I have lately sustained, it is no 
common disclosure that can .move me.** 

" NOr is it one of common interest 
that I have to make* You had a niece 
whom you fondly loved ?** 

" I thought so.*' 

Q 5 
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« Nay, of that you must be certain.** 

" Not so, madam. But make no 
pause,— ask no questions but answer 
in one word — Speak you of Mariana ?•• 

« Yes.** 

" What of her? Where is she? Is 
she alive ?** 

" She lives and is in safety.** 

« Where?, Tell me, that I may Hf 
to her.** 

" That shall not be necessary. Yet a 
moment, and she will fly to you/* 

" Is she beneath this roof?'* 

« She is.** 

"Can it be possible ! O joy unutter- 
able ! And yet one thought comes over 
me.** 

^' Let none be entertained which can 
disturb your peace. Saved by a happy 
accident from the basest outrage, chance 
conducted her to this place, to the town 
of (xreenwich ; and one most injured 
inost unfortunate himself^ was the means 
of introducing her to me.** 
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*< Amuement ! And I» -^ how. came 
Ihere?'* 

^< That you i^baU know ioimediately/' 

^* But where is Maiiana ?'* 

" This moment restores her to your 
love/' 

Whilst speaking she opened a door, 
and Mariana presented herself. She 
bounded forward with unccmtroulable 
transport, and sunk in the arms of Ferdi* 
nand, exclaiming, •-<-* 

^ Am I, am I so blest as to know once 
more the embrace of an uncle !'* . 

Ferdinand heard not her words, and 
oeiild only utter from the fullpess of his 
heart,— 

^« My dearest tister!" 

The word sister commanded the atten* 
tion of Mariana, and when it was repeated 
she could not refrain from aaying : -^ 

** I fear that the joj of this moment 
has ahnost overpowered your mind* You 
have called me sister P* . 

"And such you are. Oh! I have much 
G 6 
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to tell. But not to enter into the details 
now, when to say the truth, I am ill pre- 
pared for lengthened narrative, let it suf- 
fice td say, that a wonderful discovery 
has taken place since we parted, which 
has established that I am that for which 
I was often taken, — your brother : and 
that mine will be the delightful task of 
speedily restoring you to a father's 



arms/' 



*' Indeed! — Is this possible? For- 
give me when I ask it, but I fear your 
reason wanders." 

*< No, Mariana, reason is now called 
home to my brain, and unlooked for 
peace to my heart. You have a father, 
who has long mourned for his absent 
offipring; and that father is no other 
than the p^er whose praises you have 
often heard from Edmund, — is no other 
than Lord Effmigham.*' 

Hie grateful astonishment of broiler 
and sister at thus unexpectedly meeting, 
and under circumstances so extraordi- 
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nary it would be worse than useless to 
dilate upon, but the accident which 
brought them together ought not to be 
passed over. 

As Mariana was by no means certain 
that Ferdinand remained in England, she 
knew not where to seek him, nor could 
Mrs. Roper suggest any course which 
seemed likely to give her the desired in- 
formation. She therefore entreated Ma- 
riana to consider herself at home, in her 
house, till some fortunate chance should 
enable her to rejoin her only relation. 
It was not till she had been resident at 
Greenwich some time, that it occurred 
to her Lord Erpingham might possibly 
know what had been the intentions of 
Ferdinand. His lordship, the friend of 
her father, h^d been in the habit of visits 
ing Mrs. Roper, and she was somewhat 
surprised that of late he had omitted to 
do so. The perfect seclusion in which 
she lived had precluded her from hearing 
of his iarrest, and she determined to wait 
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on him at flckettVjSelds^ For this pur- 
pose ahe w«s leaving Greenwich, accooiF 
paded by Mariana, when their way was 
impeded by a crowd of persons assembled 
round a horseman, who had fallen. Ma* 
riana saw the face of Ferdinaiid as he was 
lifted from the ground, and instantly re- 
cognised her supposed uncle. Upon this 
Mrs. Roper directed that he shcmld be 
conveyed to her house, and thus brought 
about the present meeting. 

Indescribable joy took possession of 
the heart of Mariana, when she heard 
from the lips of Ferdinand those events 
which had recently occurred, and espe- 
cially when she learned that the cause of 
that restlessness and gloom, which she 
had never ceased to lament, was removed. 
The expressions which Ferdinand had 
sometimes used, the language of the 
letter which she had received from him 
in the convent, were now explained ; and 
equal exultation and gratitude grew on 
the reflection that she was no longer 

21 
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doomed to sigh that she might gaze on 
him no more, xK>r tremble for the un« 
known evil, mysteriously hanging oV6r 
him. 

Though Mariana had taken the vows 
of a nun, from these she was now libera*^ 
ted by the royal edict, which put down 
the establishment, to which she had 
bdcmged. Exclusive of this circum* 
stance, the King, in the character of su* 
preme head of the church, had taken 
care that too much importance should 
not be attached to such vows. As one 
step towards the complete suppression of 
monastic establishments, he had de* 
termined on throwing open the doors to 
all their inmates, who were not more than 
four and twenty years of age* This mea- 
sure, as it relieved persons thus circum-^ 
stanced from all apprehension for the 
present, induced many to return to the 
world with little concern about the fa» 
ture,^ Consciences^ in other respects 
very tender, reconciled themselves, with 
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little difficulty, to the sanction thus given 
to following their own inclinations* 

The exultation of Ferdinand at hat- 
ing regained his sister, no language can 
depict. Blessed/ while he witnessed the 
joy which now animated her counte- 
nance, and still more so, in anticipating 
that which was yet to come, when he 
should restore her to a fondly expectant 
father's arms. 

Impatient for this consummation, it 
was determined, that on the succeeding 
day, he should perform the grateful task 
of ^ conducting Mariana to Lord Er- 
pingham. Mrs. Roper, anxious to wit- 
ness a scene so rich in felicity, proposed 
to accompany them, and shortly after 
noon on the morrow, they set forward 
from Greenwich. 

As they approached the bridge, Mrs. 
Roper looked with a sigh at the pole on 
which the head of her father had'beeh ele- 
vated; It was now surmounted by that of 
a more recent victim. She turned from 
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the ghastly object, with the exclamation 
— "God only knows whose head may 
next take thy place !'* 

She counselled Ferdinand to go for- 
ward and prepare Lord Erpingham for 
the coming of Mariana. Ferdinand felt 
the importance of this hint, and acted 
upon it immediately. When he entered 
Fleet-street, . he was considerably in 
advance, but here he was stopped by 
the pressure of an immense multitude^, 
and the active exertions of officers, 
who were endeavouring to keep the 
road clear for a procession, which was 
forthwith expected to pasis. 

In consequence of his being thus im- 
peded, he was soon rejoined by Mariana 
and her conductress. They came up 
just as the looked-for procession was 
seen. Mrs. Roper turned' pale, Ferdi- 
nand remarked it, and enquired the 
cause of her being thus affected. 

« Alas !** said she, " it reminds me of 
the mournful cavalcade it was mine to 
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behold^ on the cky when my dear and 
virtuous faflier received his doom. All 
I now see, recalls the eager interest 
Mdth which the crowd pressed to see the 
manner in which the axe was carried.'* 
*' TbiSf madanv I understand not/' 
^ You shall know, that he who is ac* 
cuaed af ctimes against the state, and is 
of some rank in the same, is carried in 
procession from the Tower to Westi 
minster^hall, for trial. The axe by 
which if adjudged guilty he shall die, is 
borne before him by an officer, but with 
the edge from him, to denote that 
though accused, till trial shall be had, he 
is acccamted innocent.'' 

** Is such the custom of England ?'' 
<< It is. When placed at the bar 
where he must plead to his indictment, 
and defend himself as he may, the axe is 
still kept near him in the manner I have 
said, but when the verdict shall be 
given, if* the prisoner be pronounced 
guilty, thereupon, immediately, even in 
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the court, the edge of the fatal weapon 
is turned towards the neck, which it is 
speedily to sever, and so is it carried 
through the streets, on returning to the 
Tower." 

The procession drew near, and' Mrs. 
Roper perceived that it was indeed :one 
of those spectacles ef which she had 
been speaking. 

«< I fear," said she, "it will be ours to 
view such a melancholy sight as I have 
named. There are the yeomen, with 
their bills and partisans. Behind^ I see 
more of them, their partisans borne on 
the shoulder, and with them are the 
musketeers, armed with the new flangled 
harquebuzes, which are carried without 
rests. But now I can distingush those 
who approach. He who rides alone, 
after the first company, is Sir W. Kii^- 
Ston, the constable of the Towcir. And 
see, behind him comes the chamberlain 
of the Tower j — be bears the fatal axe. 
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— O God ! the edge is towards the 
prisoner." 

And her sympathy for the devoted 
offender, and afflicting recollections, al* 
most overcame her. Her attention was 
in that moment arrested by the sudden 
exclamations of Ferdinand, — T 

•* Saviour of man ! What sight is this ? 
It cannot be ; — yet is — it is my father ! 
— it is Lord Erpingham." 

Mrs. Ropei* looked with apprehension 
and dismay at the prisoner, who was 
now passing them, and saw that it was 
indeed the friend of her father, — and 
the same Lord Erpingham, whom even 
in that moment she had hoped to see 
embracing his children. 

Lord Erpingham appeared perfectly 
tranquil and collected. His eyes were 
frequently raised towards Heaven, with 
an expression of countenance that told 
he was engaged in preparing for that 
avrful change to, which he was sentenced 
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by the decision just pronounced. He 
had nearly parsed, when the cotifusion 
occasioned in the crowd by the emotion 
of Ferdinand, attracted his attention. It 
was then that he perceived his son, and 
by his side the weeping Mariana. The 
heart of the father was moved ; he doubt- 
ed not that he beheld his child, — his 
anxiously sought daughter ; and think- 
ing only of her, he turned towards the 
place where she stood. It was supposed 
by the guards he meditated escape, and 
a sudden forward movement of those who 
followed, prevented him from approach- 
ing Mariana. Vainly did he attempt to 
explain. The pressure of those who 
had come forward, and of those who 
being in advance had retraced their steps 
to support their comrades, compelled 
the populace to move in all directions ; 
and Ferdinand, his sister, and their 
friend, carried away by the all-potent 
current, saw no more of Lord Erping- 
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hatn, who, preceded by the axe, with the 
edge towards his person, was carried, 
with a quicker pace than had been pre- 
viously thought fitting an occasion of 
sudi solemnity, towards the Towen 
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CHAP. IX. 



For stranger seas we^re bound. 

Which wash the sarage shore, 
Where wild winds sweep, in chorus deep. 

To swell the billows frantic roar. 

Hl6H*WAT8 AVD BT*WATS. 

** The die is cast," said Clifford, as the 
vessel in which he had embarked bound- 
ed before the favouring gale. ** Already 
the land of our birth is but dimly seen 
in the distance. Yet a few moments^ 
and we shall have looked on it for the 
last time. Does no misgiving come 
over you ? Feels not my Elinor, that she 
has made too large a sacrifice, in giving 
up an affectionate parent, gay friends, 
and splendid fortune, for him who is now 
her lord ?'' 
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" Nay, Clifford, doubt me not. As we 
advance, a wild, indefinite, unbounded 
hope, vast as the interminable ocean in 
which we are launched, comes to me 
more sweet than the most joyous cer- 
tainty which ever was mine/* 

*• This- is well, thy gallant courage 
gives me new energy. We shall yet 
see happy days, and little regret the 
shores to which we now bid adieu for 
ever/' 

•* In good truth. Master Howard," 
(that was the name which Clifford bad 
^$umed,) said the master, << there is amall 
reason to sorrow for quitting old England 
in times like these. -' 

« At least," said Clifford, *•! have no 
reason to regret aujght that I have left 
behind in it/* 

** And you but feel as many more do. 
Merry England shall never again be what 
Englattd was." 

** Virtue and honesty are known no 
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more, and sacrilegious profanation per- 
vades the whole land." 

** Much do I fear you err but little 
in coming to this conclusion." 

" There was no slight proof of what I 
named, in what occurred the day before 
we sailed. Heard you what chanced in 
London, then ?" 

" I was resident in Kent," was the 
reply of Clifford, ^<and had no such recent 
tidings of what had taken place in the 
metropolis." 

" MaiTy, sir, you will marvel at the tale j 
on that day the far-famed and most vir- 
tuous Father Egbert — " 

"Father Egbert!" 

« One of the priests of the Trinity— " 

" What ! what of him ? — nay, why this 
pause?" 

<< I cannot choose but pause from 
surprise to see you moved already. If 
you are thus stricken at hearing but his 
nam^ what shall you be when you know 

VOL. in. H 
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that this most holy character was taken 
with his concubine, a nun of Saint Helen, 
even in the chapel of the convent." 

Clifford gazed on the man with un- 
speakable surprise. 

" Why, it seems to take your breath 
^way, goodman Howard," said the 
master. 

« It has, indeed," he at length answer- 
edj **but if thy tale be veritable, it shall 
give me new life." 
" Nay, for the truth myself can answer." 

" How may that be ? Thou couldst not 
be in the convent to see. This, I judge, 
'is but a rumour.** 

<* Proof was not wanting ; and these 
6yes saw both the monk and his mistress 
hiihted through the streets of London, 
on signal being given by the visitors, 
who came from detecting the sanctified 
Egbert." 

^*God of the just!" exclaimed Clifford 
with devotion j " I bo^ before thy awful 
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throne, and recognize thy mercy. Look 
up, my Elinor; if resigned before, be 
joyful now, for the crimes of my undoer 
can no longer be concealed, and the 
world shall yet do justice to my name.** 

" Said I not so,'* demanded Elinor, 
" when you desponded ? Confiding in the 
justice of the Eternal, I looked for 
this/* 

" Yes, dearest, thou art a mine of Kving 
wealth. Now bounds my heart with rap- 
ture springing from my very wrongs, for 
these have been the test of faithful love, 
and proved thee the noblest prodigy ever 
fashioned by Heaven's creating hand/* 

" Speak you thus to me, Clifford, al- 
tered, faded as I am ?*' 

" If suffering has drunk the lustre of 
thine eyes, it is on me their brightness 
has been squandered ; and if in spite of 
the glorious fortitude which lifts thee 
above all woman-kind, tears for my 
wlay w^rd wanderings have given thy 
cheek a paleness which it was not wont 
H 2 
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to wear, shall I not recall thy vanished 
beauty, and own the splendour of the 
sacrifice which pity made at the altar of 
affection?*' 

" Say, rather, of reason.** 

" No, Elinor ; thy soul was too gene- 
rously wami to admit reason to its coun- 
cils. But our woe approaches its termi-: 
nation; joy shall restore the radiance of 
thine eyes, and brighter roses will flourish 
on thy cheek.** 

Night came on, but Clifford was in 
no haste to seek repose. The degrada- 
tion of Egbert he regarded as the re- 
establishment of his own character ; he 
no longer thought of repairing to the 
new world, but determined to go from 
Spain to England by the first ship. 

With the exultation which glowed in 
his heart, a feeling of regret was mingled 
that he had not sooner heard of Egbert's 
miscarriage. 

He questioned the master minutely on 
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the subject, and the circumstantial state- 
ment which he gave left no doubt of its 
truth. The only drawback on his hap- 
piness was the reflection that some weeks 
must elapse before he could return to 
England. 

He felt assured that Lord Erpingham 
would now be anxious to atone for the 
wrong he had formerly done, in believing 
the calumnies of Egbert. After long in- 
dulgingthisconsolingthoughthehadsunk 
into tranquil sleep, when he was abruptly 
disturbed by a loud outcry and a confused 
noise. Clifford endeavoured to pass to the 
deck, but was bluntly admonished to 
keep below by one who, armed with a 
sword, and supported by others equally 
well provided, called to him at that mo- 
ment,— 

" He who desires life, let him keep 
where he now abides." 

" What may this mean?'* Clifford de- 
manded, with impatience. 

" Mean what it may, it shall not peril 
H 3 
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thee or thine, so thou remainest quiet 
Ofier to come up, and death shall requite 
thy daring/' 

« Is it even ao ? —Then am I already 
a prisoner?** 

" Thy durance will be brief.V 
Ci^ffisrd^did not think it wise to disre- 
gard the counsel he had received: thou^ 
fxcited by the sound of fighting, he re- 
firaioed from springing on the deck, as 
he had at first prepared to do, not so 
iimch (HI account of the threat held out, 
as from the embarrassment he felt with 
respect to the subject of contention, and 
llie in^(ls»bility of distinguishing the 
parties, if he attempted to mingle in. the 

ftay- 

Silence was soon restored. The groans 
of men apparently dying had been heard, 
hut these were soon followed by the me- 
lancholy sound of something falling into 
the sea, and it was certain that the tor- 
ture of the sufferers had been terminated 
by their being thrown overboard. Clif- 
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fw^ was called upbn, by hk asauixied 
Qimei to make his appearaoee on deck. 
Elinor trembled when she fteard thk 
9ummons^ and ofifered to detain bim^ 

" Release me^ Elinor," he said j «♦ be 
the danger what it may, I must confront 
it." 

^< But not alone# I will with thee. 
If murder be intended, we will die toge^ 
then" 

** Come forth, Masta: Howafd," cried 
the voice which had been heard before, 
and which he now recognized $i^ that 
of a man who had been, like himself^ a 
passenger." 

« I obey," Clifford replied. Then ad- 
dressing himself to Elinor, he said, " Re* 
main below ; your presence an nothing 
avail; if there be danger, my speech may 
avert it. Remain, I entreat." 

She reluctantly abandoned her hold, 
and he stepped on deck. 

" How now?** he exclaimed; "what has 
chanced ?*' 

H 4 
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<< The ship has changed 'masters, and 
he who lately commanded is bait for 
fishes. It is therefore deemed meet to 
inform you that if you covet not to join 
him ; you must yield obedience to those 
who are now masters." 

" And who are they ?" 
. << Brave and determined spirits, who will 
suffer no vain terrors or foolish qualms to 
oppose their perfect success." 

*< By that, I guess, I am to learn that, 
met by refractory conduct on my part, 
no foolish qualm will prevent some brave 
and determined spirit from putting me 
to death." 

•« Your capacity is good, and you have 
not misjudged our meaning." 

Elinor now appeared by his side : Clif- 
ford turned to bid her retire, but without 
heeding his speech, she rushed between 
him and the spokesman of the armed 
party, and falling on her knees, implored 
mercy. 

*' His life^" said the passenger, ** is in 
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his own keeping. If he is wise, your 
prayer is needless *, if foolish, it will prove 
useless*'* 

, ** And may I ask your present pur- 
pose ?" said CliflFord. 

'* You shall know so much of it as 
imports you. The ship is no longer on 
her way to Spain." 

*« And whither goes she, then ?** 

** That you may know hereafter. Let 
it suffice that you shall be landed on the 
English coasty so you observe certain 
conditions." 

" Name them." 

^* The first that you keep below, save 
when permission is given to appear on 
deck; and the second, that should it be 
our hap to be boarded on the way, you 
observe silence." 

** I have seen nothing of which I can 
report." 

" If you delay to promise that which 
is required, you shall have no oppor- 
H S 
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tiuiity ta tell tales. When we have set 
you at large, report what you list; we 
now but claim your promise of strict 
silence for a brief season. This refused, 
it only remains to silence you For ever.-^ 
Your answer ?" 

*^ Though I s|irink not from the risk 
of life in a fair cause, I covet not distinc- 
tion by vainly sacrificing it* Disclaiming 
all parttcipation in the works of blood ye 
have done, or may hereafter do, I yield 
assent." 

This answer appeared to give satisfac- 
tion. Clifford was ordered below, and 
both, he and Elinor hear-d the new masters 
of the ship engaged in earnest debate. 
Sometimes theiname of Howard was ut- 
tered with warmth, and, as they thought, 
with indignation j but of the latter' they 
were not certain., it was, however, at all 
events, clear that their fate was unde- 
cided^ and that the masters of it had still 
doubts whether their own security would 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE MONKS OF L£AD£KHALL. 155 

not be l>est consulted by putting those 
who had become their prisoners to the 
sword. 

The weather, which had hitherto been 
fair, became stormy j and for several 
days they had to contend with a succes- 
sion of hurricanes. This, though unplea- 
sant, was no unfortunate circumi^tahce 
for Clifford, as the desperadoes who bad 
thought of depriving him of life, were 
too busily engaged, contending with 
the elements, to think much of him. 

At length the ship neared land, and 
eiiflford, being called on deck, was in- 
formed that he might pass to the shore. 
It was evening, and he perceived the 
vessel was riding in a spacious bay. A 
tall rock surmounted by a castle met his 
eye, when he looked to the land, and at 
the foot of the rock he perceived several 
clusters of dwellings irregularly disposed, 
but forming altogether a neighbourhood 
rather considerable in point of extent*. 

«« You may depart if you list. /We 
H 6 
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have kept faith with you, and you have 
had no opportunity of breaking it with 
us, so neither party has cause to com- 
plain » Now you aire free to remain with 
us, or go." 

. " I shall then claim the privilege of 
departing straight." 

" Be it so," cried the leader. " You 
are; free to act as you list, and to tell what 
yoH know, if you are so minded, to all 
you meet." 

"Am I free to go ?" 
; ^ The boat is ready to land you. All 
I would say farther is this. Arrived here, 
we have no further apprehension, and 
care not who hears of our exploit. But 
for your own sake you would do well to be 
cautious how you name it, as, not being 
thus advertised, you might have been 
likely to do ; for those who will fall in 
your way will probably be our friends, 
and we may yet meet again." 

*♦ Enough, I understand your threat." 

*• i threaten not." 
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" Then I mistake the purport of your 
speech.*'. 

** Again I will try to hit thy compre- 
hension. Fearing nothing that you 
may say or do, in no unkind mood, I 
would warn you to keep your tongue 
under good wholesome check ; for, mis- 
taking us for sea-robbers, you might so 
describe bur doings as to put those who 
expect us here in fume, and thereby 
bring yourself once more into jeopardy.'* 

<< Your counsel, for its goodness, may 
merit much thanks ; but, truth to tell, I 
am little likely, so I think, to make mis- 
take as to your quality ; and nothing com- 
plaining of your conduct so far as I my. 
self am concerned, I bid you farewell.** 
. He then assisted Elinor to get into the 
boat, descended after her, and they were 
rowed to the shore. 

. Clifford had no doubt that the vessel 
had been seized for piratical purposes, 
and expected to see the men who carried 
him from the ship, return forthwith. 
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They, however, landed, and, without 
troubling themselves to bestow a single 
word on him, began to climb the rock on 
which the castle froWned. 

To gain a resting-place for the night 
became the object of Clifford. He saw 
a small inn, and to this he advanced*. 
The landlord of it met him at the door, 
but with no very cordial greeting. He, 
however, entered, and found himself in 
the midst of from twelve to twenty men. 
Surprised at this, he would have retired, 
but was prevented by those nearest the 
door. 

" No drawing back, friend," cried one 
of them. " If you are no spy, never be 
alarmed." 

** I feel no alarm, but wish not to in- 
trude." 

^< Stand not upon fashions here, but 
tell us at once what you seek at Sear- 
borough ?" 

<< If I am now in Scarborough, I seek 
nothing but the way to LondoB*" 
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" And wh^nce came you last ?'* 

*« From Greenwich.** 

" Oh ! you are from the court then ? 
And by what hap did you chance to learn 
that the best road from Greenwich to Lon- 
don was by the way of Scarborough ?** 

" We came not willingly,** said Elinor. 

<< The she bird begins to squeak. 
So then you pretend to have been forced 
to come, on this errand?— ^ You pause. 
Haply you have not heard me. That 
c^p comes so low, it makes you deaf. 
Offwithitstiaight** 

" I hear right, well** said Clifford, 
eagerly hoping to escape the exposure 
with which he was threatened? but in 
oiie moment his head was rudely un- 
covered, to the no small surprise of the 
by'Standers. 

" Is it so ?*' cried the examiner. " Nay, 
then, thou art not the man we suspected. 
Thou canst be no spy by profession, but 
hast rather been spied upon. In brief, 
how came you hither?^* 
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<< Being embarked for Spain, the ship 
was carried from the true mariners by 
others, and I have been unwillingly 
brought hither.** 

" And is the ship safe arrived ?** 
' " Pass you to the shore/ and you shall 
see her riding in the bay.*' 

A shout burst from the whole company 
'. at this news^ most of whom immediately 
left the room. 

" The gallows and thy neck be ever 
strangers, for the tidings thou hast brought. 
Good cheer shall be at thy command 
this night, happen what may to-morrow. 
Though thy cropped ears tell honesty is > 
not thy failing, still — ** 

" Give me leave, one moment,** cried 
Clifford, in a tone which from its firm- 
ness commanded attention. << Believe that 
it is possible for a man to sufier wrong 
without meriting disgrace, and I shall 
satisfy you that I am not the varlet you 
^suppose.'*. 

" Never heed it. You are not the first 
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that loved his neighbours goods as his 
own^ if he loved not his neighbour like 
himself." 

." I have suffered through peijury, 
through the baseness of that now de- 
tected villain. Father Egbert^ one of the 
priests of the Trinity." 

** How say you? Were the side- 
flourishes of your skull lopped away on 
his account, — for aspersing him ?" 

" No, for telling truth." 

« You then are called Clifford ?" 

"The same." 

** Oh ! then you are a verier miscreant 
than I first suspected, or last guessed 
you to be. It is too dark to hang to- 
night, but your varlet windpipe will 
scarcely endure the wear of another 
day." 

** Are you then prepared to abet his 
cruelty ?" 

" We know the pious father welL 
His money has stood us in good stead ; 
and but for the mangling he received 
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from the mob some week or ten days 
past, he himself would have been in 
Scarborough by this. We cannot better 
show our gratitude to him, than by pro- 
viding a hempen necklace for you ; so 
sing canticles all night, that you may be 
ready to kick the wind in the morning/' 
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CHAP. X. 

With ignoniiny to preserve my breath, 
Is worse by mfinite degrees than death; 
But if I can't my life with honour saw, 
With honour I'll descend into my grave. 

pOMFRET. 

Clifford believed the termination of 
his sufierings to be at hand ; but when 
the moming arrived, that prompt execu- 
tion, which he looked for, did not take 
place. Hig situation however, was not, 
in his own view of it, materially improved 
by that circumstance, as he was only 
oflfered life on terms which he was re- 
solute not to accept 

When the rebellion with which Cap- 
tain Cobler and the Earl of Poverty 
were connected broke out, the original 
rising took place at Scarborough. 
Though it was the object of the parties 
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to advance to London, several of the 
ringleaders, fearing that their plans might 
be frustrated by a rapid march of the 
King's forces into Yorkshire, before they 
should be sufficiently strong to give 
battle, were desirous of securing a retreat 
by sea. They therefore considered 
that if a ship of good size could be se- 
cured and. kept always ready for their 
reception, a most important point would 
be gained. To accomplish this, some of 
the most daring among them, including 
several mariners, found their way to Lon- 
don; under various pretences got on 
board the vessel in which Clifford pro- 
posed passing to Spain, and acted the 
part which has been described. . v 
. The nienk, who had taken the name 
of Captain Cobler, and Father Egbert, 
had long been in communication. The 
latter, alarmed by the actions of the 
King, never doubted but the establish- 
ment over which he presided would one 
day fall before the rapacity of Henry ; 
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and he therefore took care to dispose of 
as much of the property belonging to 
the monastery as he could alienate, with- 
out being ;prematurely exposed to sus- 
picion. Deceived by the obstreperous 
ravings of an exasperated rabble, who 
had been employed and fed by those 
establishments which it was the policy 
of the King to crush, he was of opinion, 
that to lead a force to London, in such 
strength as to compel the monarch to 
abandon his confiscating policy, would be 
a task of little risk and difficulty. Under 
this impression, Egbert scrupled not in 
conjunction with Captain Cobler, to ad- 
vance considerable sums^ in aid of the 
means which the other parties to the 
plot had at their disposal ; and this 
being known to the rebels, he was as 
much extolled in Yorkshire, as he was 
execrated in London. 

And with those feelings of attachment 
.and approbation, which his readiness to 
embark in the same cause with them, and 
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hifi liberal support of that cause had 
inspired^ their first impression was, that 
to hang Clifford for his former enmity to 
their patron, would be an acceptable 
mark of r^ect to him, and a singularly 
patriotic action in itself. 

But when repose had calmed theii 
spirits, and reflection returned, some 
reluctance was felt to execute the threat 
which had been pronounced. They 
were moved by the affliction of Elinor ; 
and the unconscious smiles of the infant, 
not less than the tears of the mother, 
induced a desire to spare the intended 
victim, . That Clifford had not sought 
to harm them, but had originally a veiy 
different destination in view, was proved 
by tsbeir friends from the ship ; and this 
favourable circumstance induced them 
to offer him his life, on condition of his 
joining them in the pUgrimage qf grace. 

Oa almost any terms he would have 
boeuglad to. pass to London, but to go 
thither ae.a rebels was that to which, had 
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danger been wholly out of the question, 
he pould not reconcile his mind. His ex* 
ult^tion in the discovery which vindi- 
cated his character, grew mahily out of 
the reflection that it restored him to the 
favour of Lord Erpingham. The es- 
teem of one whom he had from in&ncy 
revered, putting wholly aside inter- 
ested considerations, he most highly 
prized. But her^, his future for- 
tunes were concerned. That aid which 
the Peer would have withheld,^ and 
which Clifford would have disdained to 
seek or to receive, while still pointed at 
as. the degraded perjurer, would now, 
he had abundant reason for supposing, 
be rapturously beistowed. But very dif- 
ferent would be the case, should he pre- 
sent himself before Lord Erpingham, 
(supposing this could be done with safe- 
tyO staiiled with the guilt of rebeliioh. 
He felt that it would be quite as well 
for his fanoe, thM the stigma, which he 
had/previously borne, should have re- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



168 OTHER times; OA, 

mained unrefutedi as that he should now 
merit the appellation of traitor. He had 
then but to choose between new shame 
and death, and he unhesitatingly de- 
cided for the latter. 

Time was granted that he might re* 
consider the subject. The enormities of 
the King, the sufferings of the people, 
the insults offered to religion, were press- 
ed on his attention ; but he remained 
inflexible. It was at this juncture that 
news arrived of the arrest, trial, and con- 
demnation of Lord Erpingham. He 
rejected the whole statement, as a fabri- 
cation ; but such vouchers were speedily 
produced, that to entertain a doubt on 
the subject was impossible. 

Clifford still refused to fall into the 
ranks of the rebels. But when intelli- 
gence came that his uncle — that his 
friend-— that Lord Erpingham had per- 
ished on a scaffold, his rage and his grief 
knew ho bounds, and in the stormy emo-' 
tion which assailed him, he exclaimedt— 
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' ^Nay, if the King turn traitor to 
himself, and can thus with remorseless 
tyranny, doom his most loyal subjects to 
death, it is not for me to think of my 
fealty more. No heart ever inhabited 
a human b<isom more faithful to duty 
and to its Sovereign, than that which 
has died with Lord Erpingham. Since 
^ihas. been immolated; no man is safe ; 
and in such a case, rebellion is virtue. 
No^ tender me your oath, . and give tfie 
a sword. — I am, I will Jbe yours.** 

He was taken at his word, and sworn 
to be faithful to the conspirators. They 
considered that in him they had gained 
no mean acquisition. The name of Lord 
£rpingham*s nephew, they judged; of 
itself important, and they attached sopie 
value to the. fury by which ;he was ani* 
mated, and to the strength which it was 
obvious, he possessed to give sbm^ el^ct 
to that fury. None doubted, but Egbert 
himself^ when informed of what had b'wt^ 
done, would rejoice in .the circumstatice. 

VOL. III. I 
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,QU4S^r4 ftccompwiedi e party from 
iS|carlH)rpijgh> tQ the rebel head^^quarters^ 
fit ]!)QiiC9st!^r. He w4s oot a little 
shocked by the vulgarity of some qf the 
l^!^ to whom he was hitroducedr 
Whei'e such ignoraiKe and lack of .talent 
were foundf he could not but anticipate 
fKttsctariii^* To reflect on this was 
now worse than useless, and he ai^ 
deayoured. to dismiss tha idea, and to 
inspire courage, by affecting con6dence* 
On the^day of his arrival, he perceived 
a man attentively re^rding him. Now 
he crouched aikLadvahced as if resolved 
le accost him — then he retired as if 
anxious to avoid, and th?n again he 
appJcoacheid, and at length spoke. - 

«< Heaseth it your worship, to make 
^nse for some, short space* I would 
not ask such grace, but as an old cus^ 
toin6r,^wheB your gentility was in the 
i^yiehdiog liiie of commerce .at Can^ 
teriiuty/'::: •• 
.' : (Hiibrd Hi&w lecoffmed Niek Bcay^ 
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al)d aiicppo»Qg him dijq^e4 to reg^eat 
b^ fonaer insolence^ he contemptuoudy 

<< Peace fellow, or I shall with littla 
delay, reqiiifce your ttiicy tongue, by 
wAnfpxkg your ears/' 

^^l hope my getitle master, you are too 
magnanimous to take a m$.an advan|;^ey 
by molesting the 0ars of a man yffho 
has no chance of doing bo much for you. 
I |>ray you mer^cy, I meant not to iqqvjo 
yoiir oholer by hinting that your ears 
are elsewhere bestowed^ but only to 8%y 
that I, by reason of my weakness, can in 
no *wifle contend against you.*' 

<< Then be civil, or at le(ts^ be sileht." 
said Clifford, and passejd on* 
: <f Craving. your good worship's further 
grace, I eamaot be. silent, but desire to 
be most abundantly civil, inasmuch ^ I 
would obtain a favotn*/' 

*^I have no favour to bestpY^/' 

"It is ^t for myself that I w.pul4 
solicit^ but ^^rt is onefor whom yp% 
I « 
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before your micihap; Master Clifford, 
had no small regard, who was like my- 
self^ a customer at Canterbury, when 
jrou kept the ale-booth/' 

Clifibrd looked disdainfully on the 
jester. The flippant manner, in which 
he was reminded of his late occupation,, 
induced suspicion that derison was in- 
tended, but the plaintive tone of the 
speaker, intimated what was very remote 
from a disposition to frolic, and he in* 
ciihed to believe that Bray had really 
something serious to impart. 

"So please you, I speak of young 
Master Edmund who is now hard by.'* 

" Edmund ! Is Edmund here ? No 
disporting, varlet, or the bones in your 
rogue's carcass shall not escape so Well 
as they did on a former occasion, whea 
you dared — 

«* I cry you mercy, but I meant not 
to flout, till yoci went thfe wroiig way 
with me for what I deigned shouki be 
perfectly harmless. Put for Edmund, 
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he is now in yonder tent, and 'much I 
fear, it will go hardly with him." 

" What does he there ?" 

V He has been detained since yester- 
day seven-night, and they will neither 
let him go free, nor remain unmolested. 
They demand that . he shall join with 
them, as I guess you have done.'* 

- *< And have they striven much to pre- 
vail with him ?" 

^* Most powerfully. And right good 
was the eloquence employed, for 1 heard 
part of it. • The King,* said they, * is a 
tyrant^ whose sway may not be born^ 
seeing he has taken away the right of 
sanctuary.* Now Master Clifford, when 
you consider how hard this is on robbers 
aild murderers in a Christian land, seeing, 
unlike other bodies of men, they are 
not used to come forward to claim their 
rights, you, no doubt must feel that 
the worthy host of which you are a most 
worthy member do well to bestir them? 
iselves in such r cause ; . for it cannot be 
I 3 
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doubted^ that the particular right -itii 
question is one by which no small num- 
ber of them may profit/' 

Cliffbrd listened no further^ but pas- 
sed hastily into the tent, forced his w$fy 
through those who were nearest tb9 en- 
trance, and approached Edmunds Aske 
was sitting in a chair of state, andhaiighti- 
ly endeavouring to proveitherigfateoumess 
of the cause in which the' rebels werejem^ 
barked* LordDarcy, and the Archbishop 
of York, who had joined the pilgrim?, 
stood near. him*. The Earl of Poverty, 
who had now got a tlirty ruff roij^i^ jiiis 
neck, still wearing his old hi^ilimentSi 
leaned against the chair, his r^lgjged. ben** 
net clsteped in btue hand,, the ariQ, be* 
longing to which, was placed a-kimlM^ 
while his long thin 1^ were displ^yf^d 
to the greatest advantage, by the: l$ft 
!q^ndle being l^own across its neigbbi^r 
td^ cottpiete the easy elegance of the atti- 
tude which ke had been pleised to adtqpit 
- Aske, whose ideas of dignity corres^ 
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ponded weU with the imposing appear- 
ance of hif friend, the Earl of Povertyi 
endeavbured to be most impressive on 
this occasion. 

*' Many's the time and often, that you 
have had an opportunity of declaring 
yourself being minded to do so, the 
friend of liberty and true religion. But 
still unmoved, you hearken not to the 
kind words of counsel, which I hav6 
addressed to your ean" 

^ The fellow is cantemptious^*^ cried 
the Earl of Poverty. ^ He heeds not 
our rank and in^rtance.^* 

<< I have not wished to give you dis- 
pleasure.'* said Edmund. 

<< By the coals that roasted St. Law- 
rence you had better not, for if I but 
utter one word you may never speak 
again." 

<< H%re your power is not questioned, 

but with all disposition to abstain from 

giving offence, I must say I do not see 

that such manifold ills result from deny* 

I 4 
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ing those who have violated the law, the 
right of sanctuary, which ought to arm 
the subject against his monarch/* / 

" And mean you also to say that we 
have no worthy cause 'for rising, when 
the King most impiously and unnaturally 
refuses to acknowledge as legitimate the 
Lady ^ Mary ? Shall the hope of the 
nation — that lovely and sweetest dis- 
positioned princess, whose piety and 
moreover whose gentleness surpasseth 
that of all the world beside, be kept for 
ever distant from the throne ?*• 

" In this methinks the king should 
have a voice, and the people are not 
largely interested in the decision he may 
come to now, seeing that a right royal 
and ifiost princely imp miy yet be born, 
who shall of right stand in succession 
before the Lady Mary. 

« Nay if the monstrous injustice of 
the king in this move you not, it is hard 
to say what will ! Peradventure you 
will laud his sacrilegious and rapacious 
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doings in despoiling monasteries rand 
convents." 

" I deplore some of the acts which 
he has ordered or permitted, but well I 
know that the dissolute conduct of the 
inmates of divers of them might justiQr 
a measure of some harshness." 

" So has it been said by glozing visi- 
tors, who sought in vain to win bribes 
for their fair report, from the holy, men 
they communed with. But this is aU. 
egregiously false. You pretend to.belieye 
it, and think the King has acted most 
unmercifully, forgetful how by him thie 
shrines of th^ saints have been pillaged, 
and that he Has even but lately burned 
the sacred renpains of St. Thomas of 
Canterbury. 

*' I defend not 9cts. like th^se." 

<< But feeling as an Englishman should 
feel, why pant you not to revenge them ?" 

" Good Captain i^pare your anger," 
cried Clifford, ** and let me have speech 
with your prisoner. J shall tell him per- 
I S 
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haps what will stir his heiEurt more than 
even the destruction of the venerated 
relics which you have mentioned.** 

The ^tonishihient of Edmund^ was 
great t6 find Clifford amiong the motley 
group by which he was surrounded. 
The latter proceeded i^— 

" That which has moved nie to join 
heart and hand with thos6 who are iiow 
entering on The Pilgrimage of Grace 
willy or I much mistake^ produce a like 
effect on you. Know you that Lord 
£rpingham has been added to the other 
victims of tyranny ?*' 

« I know that he has been charged 
with treason ; but I also know that he 
cannot fail to clear himiself." 

" I sorrow for the shock which I must 
inflict : -— already hath Lord Erpingham 
b^en executed.'* 

** Impossible!** 

♦« Trust me, I speak the truth. 1 
doujbted his condemnation, till strong 
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proofs weie pj^ea. The ^tiiliiiga of his 
des& followed speedily ixpan it ; .and he 
has. sfaalred the &te of his friend^ Sir 
Thooaas More. This has thrown me into 
the ranks of the pilgrims : for when tliere 
can be ho security for virtue like his, the 
clalm^to allegiai»!e I hold to be. for- 
feited/'. 

" Edmund turned pale, and sickening 
with horror,, exclaimed-* 

** He is — he must be ^^^ the King 
must be the monster that he: haii been 
naii«ed« - You rightly judged that this 
would d^ide me. Clifford, call me thy 
comrade/' 

No time was lost in tendering the 
oath* 

<< You are sworn,'' said Aske, the mo- 
fuait the ceremony hadcoiicluded : ^^ see 
that you keep wdOi your oatlk'' 

A scom^ laugh played on his f^ 
tufes while Jbe spoke, and h^ added --> 

'< Whether Lohl £rpingham be dead 
,or notf yoa are: bound to the pUgrimag^.^* 
I 6 
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<< And, moreover/' added his friend, 
<< you have now the honour to be com- 
panion in arms to the Earl of Poverty^ 
and the most magnanimous Captain 
Cobler." 

Edmund was then permitted to i-e- 
tire. Sad misgivings came over him 
when he recalled the last words of Aske. 
Clifford having ascertained the condemn* 
ation of his uncle, was easily, induced to 
credit the assertion that he had been 
executed : but certain intelligence soon 
reached them that the Peer had been 
pardoned by the capricious Henry ; and 
the tale of his death was thus proved to 
be wholly a fabrication, to shake that 
loyalty which other means had assajiled 
in vain. 

Hie .reflections were sad which grew 
on title discovery of this treacherous and 
ih(u<ibilent conduct ; but the friends thus 
unfortunately re-united had little time 
to indulge them ; for the Duke of Nor- 
folk, at the head of a powerful army, 
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now approached. Retreat was imprac- 
ticable, and it was decided to risk their 
all on the chance of a battle. Fain would 
Clifford have removed Elinor from the 
vicinity of the. field. The jester of- 
fered to conduct her to some less ex- 
posed situation, but indifferent to dan-^ 
ger herself, she awaited, with trembling 
anxiety, the result of the contest for 
him in whom her aU of hope was bound 
up, careless of her own existence, if her 
lord should fall. 
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CHAP. XI. 

She*8 tad as one used to it, and she sciems , 
Rather to welcome the end of misery 
Than shun it. 



IpREPARiNG for the battle, Clifford sought 
no sleep on the night preceding the 
morning on which it was expected to be 
given. Elinor assisted him } ^she sighed 
as he attired himself for the field ; and, 
this task performed, her grief could not 
be restrained. 

" Forgive me, Clifford,'* she said — 
<< but my heart is sad. I cannot look 
upon you thus prepared without regard* 
ing you as one doomed to perish in 
this unhappy struggle ; and see, with all 
your proud and gallant bearing, not the 
warrior who advances to triumph and 
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^ry, fiat the victim boond for thesa^ 
crifice.*' *. . ; L 

''This i^ weakness Efiiicilr^i^ar is a dri^ad* 
ful gaihe^ bat all ^ho play it ar$ .not 
loserB« The h^pe which befriended you 
under othier circumstances, ought td ms- 
tainyouno*?* 

^ Heretofore; Clifford, i hoped that 
evils already felt might be remold, but 
now I tremble fpr the accunnulatediuin 
which hanga over our headis, and ti^ch 
you are resolute to -meet when it might 
\as I think be avoided. War is indeed a 
dreadful gaarie, but rebeUion is one still 
more odious and desperate." 

. f * I am sad to Ufl my sword againistmy 
countrymen, and Heaven knows how 
^^ncerely I should rejoice if i m%ht be 
spared the necessity of 4jheddmg a bro- 
ther's blood." 

** The thought is appalling, ^^r with 

it comes > the misei^le r^fliection, that 

death in such a cause saves^ not from 
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obloquyt but on .the . contrary, affixes an 
indelible stain.'' 

*^ I must not think of that, all .who 
struggle agahist tyranny must incur a 
similarrisk; if their daring prove success- 
ful they live in story as heroes, if unfor- 
tunate, they perish as traitors, and till 
the cause ; in which they fell prevails, 
shame is considered their portion." 

He was yet speaking . when Edmund 
.entered, attired like himself. 

« Weil, brother traitor,'* Clifffard ex- 
claimed, <'for traitors we must be called if 
we sustain defeat, what is the news of the 
morning?" . 

^< None of vast importance has reached 
me* A deluge of rain has fallen, and the 
river is unusually swollen, but the whole 
camp is in motion, and we are now look- 
ed fori" 
: ' " Then let us forth." 

V Clifford, Clifibrd," exclaimed Elinor, 
«« this is sad parting !" 
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** The soldier must not think when be 
is expected to fight. True, I may fall, 
and my son may be called the offspring 
of Cliflford the traitor; but I may, and 
something whispers that I shall, return in 
safety." 

*< Were it an honest cause I would be 
more patient and resigned.'' 

<< Madam,'' said Edmund, ** it is now 
too late for us to. review the cause in 
which we are engaged. . True it is we 
have been duped by fraud and falsehood, 
and placed in situations which otherwise 
would never have been ours; but now 
we cannot fly without incurring the guilt 
of peijury, and exposing ourselves to the 
charge :of cowardice." 

<< You would not counsel this, Elinor, 
you would not have me act a rectei^nj; 
part?" said Clifford. ^^ 

** By my love, no. Dear as your life is'* 
to me, I would not see you survive youf 
honour, content, if the sad alterjdative 
must be proflered, to be the bravQ 
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ii^*s widow, rather than the Howard's 
wift." 

" There, spoke thy heart. By heaven 
thy returning courage giVes me new 
strength; Now db I feel invincible. 
Come to the field." 

♦*. To the pond, I suppose you mean," 
cried Nick BViy, who tben Altered, " for 
die fnild^ as you call it, is all under water. 
Sit down gentles and make matters plea- 
sant, you win not be wanted, for to day 
riotee but geese^ can -fight.** 

« Sfkre your lib^diy, jest»,**, said 
Cliffwd, «Mf your errand tiaVe any mean- 
ing, let us speedily know whcit it ist in as 
few words as may be.** 

" Allow me to take off my tippet first, 
for yoii see what a sojpping I haVe got in 
coming here with the good news;** 
^ •* What good news^?** 

*• Why, that tliere will be no figliting 
to^y.** 

*^ This cannot be true ;"ev«i now all 
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is preparation, and the cUtoour whitti 
prevails is not for notMng." 

*^ To be sure not, this racket is nbdiit 
the flood} all we^e as mute as ttiie^r ex- 
pecting the battle, but ^hen, from the 
river overflowing its banks, it Was^ ^ite 
clear that there Would be no coming to 
blows to-day, then we all got bravely 
noisy, and talked of what we would have 
done if we had but got to the enemy. I 
have heet dealing ^mt heroics foi^ tl^ last 
hiUf hbut to the g^at benefit of niy re- 
putation aa I trust, fbt I look firond the 
brave things I have said to dAy, to escape 
having my courage put to the proof 
for weeks to come*" 

« But the bustlfe which is now hetf d 
seems not that of exultisition/' 
• << Nor is it now, for the flood cobt^nueB 
to increase so fast, that they begin to get 
frightened. To see the poor toiittals 
of all sorts and sizes that fbrm this rabble^ 
meii^ which some call a rebel army, 
ur^ng tbeir shoeless trotters and sAiir^teiia 
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backs this way and that, images to me 
the loading of Noah's ark, though, as 
the patriarch had. the selection of his 
companions^ I should guess he got more 
tolerably looking cattle to accompany 
him, than our brave conu^des.'' 

Chflbrd and Edmund propose^ to go 
ibrth, to ascertain if indeed the; waters 
were^o out that the battle could not take 
place. 

*\By the mass you may spare yourselves 
the trouble»'V cried the jester, "and re- 
main dry while you can. The falling 
torrents have damped the courage of 
those who never had courage to damp 
till the fight was ofi^ and the rascals are 
now : afraid of drowning, who, if justice 
be done to their worthlessness, may cer- 
tainly look for a different sort of death.'' 

Elinor raised her eyes to heaven in 
grateful acknowledgement of the inter- 
position of Providence^ such she con- 
sidered it, and blessed the dehige which 
bad . at; least deferred the shedding of 
bloodt 
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On visiting the intended scene of con« 
flict, Clifford and Edmund found that 
the jester had not exaggerated* The Don 
had overflowed its banks, and expanding 
itself over the plain, its regular limits 
were lost in the vast sheet of water now 
presented to the eye. 

Many days passed before the flood had 
sufficiently subsided, to make it possible 
to resume military operations. In the 
meantime, the rebel forces, behsgbut 
scantily provided, began rapidly to dimi* 
nish. To Clifford it appeared that it 
would be policy to court a battle, as 
victory might relieve them from all .tiieir 
difficulties, while defeat could but oVer- 
whelm with that ruin, which' already 
seemed about to crush them, wiflK^it 
striking a blow. 

But the views of Aske, and of thosct 
who took the lead in the sSbifs of the 
insurgents, were v€ry different. -They 
saw the danger arising from the defection 
of. such, numbers of their followers ; 'but 
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things moare might be gained by negoeia^' 
tkm than by fighting. A treaty^ad^ ther^ * 
^pro, beeapt^Qsedt and &e, conferences 
ednaected with it yrexe artftdiy spun out 
by the Duke of Norfolk^ who commanded 
the royal army, under pretence of sending 
to London £6r uistructiLonp^, as difiEarent 
mattera were brougM into dd>at;e> btit in 
i^alit^ for the purpose of starving the 
millcQntents, and thinning their ranks by 
desertion^ so that; at la^t they should be 
inclipid>le of resiBtance. Iii this he. suc- 
ceeded* Aske £»und it necessary to 
alMUte of his insolenee, and to bound his 
daims to demands falling very short of 
those which had been originally put forth, 
and boldly insisted xipon. 

Edmund and Clifford had begun to 
suspect some ^sinister design, when one 
day Nick Bray burst hasitily upo» them, 
and,^witha;mo8t significant look, claimed 
their attention. 

^ ]Lend me your ears, gentles, I «ave 
3 
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yourgiac^ Master Cliffiird, I meant no 
ireffiectioxL oii misfeitane; ^o ieiid me your 
ear Muter Edntiund, and you not having 
such a thing handy^ Master Cl^ordi 
acoommodat^ me with your hearing while 
I linfohL what it much imports you to 
know." 

^* If* you have aught to teU," 9aid 
Clifibrd, ** proceed without farther pre- 
face." 

«* That will I do with all speed. Pasi 
sing by the side of the river, I just now 
encountered Father Egbert.'* 

^^ Indeed!'' 

<< Being not a little frightened, I pre^ 
pared to run away, but it was too latei 
for, tfaoU£^ the mob handled him very 
roughly, they imluckiiy left him his eyes.- 

M And spoke you to him ??V 

, v^l I could do no less by an old acquaint- 
ance; and, instead of complaint or re-* 
proach, he gave me a very gracious 
reception:; for, as goodluck would have 
it^ be had: not mits$d me, when he was 
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found himself where he had no business 
to be. He supposed; that I, like him, 
had come to Yorkshire biit to join the 
rebels. I did not undeceive him ; but la- 
mented the desertion of the pilgrims, and 
he condoled with me on it, but added to 
comfort me, that it would not end so fa- 
tally as I might suppose, for a treaty was 
just oa the point of being signed, which 
would Secure pardon to all, but a very 
few, who were to be given up to the 
Duke by their comrades/' 

" Is it so ?" 

" Be assured I speak truth." 
- <^ Know you the exceptions which are 
to be made?" 

"I am sorry to say I have not learned 
the whole of them, so I just stepped here 
to mention,* that you and Master Edmund 
furnish two of the names. This he told 
me with great exultation. So, while you 
think of that, if you hold it needful, 
I will go and ask about the rest, only 
I would not have you remain here to 
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t» await the answer I have tohnng 
back/' 

<^ This result,*' said Caifford, "is what 
we had a right to expect; after the fraud 
wfilgh betrayed us into the ranks of the 
rebel io^ew. Doomed to destmctioii, it is 
allin vaH to strive with fate.*' 

*« Say not 8o>'' cried Elinor, ." but'fly 
with all expedition." . 

"But the means? V Though thou wouldst 
endure much, and dare^all, thy speed wiB 
not suffice to enable ua to escape the 
peril While flying with thee and: tby 
little one, it shall be impossible to elude 
observation/' , , 

<< Then away without me : it; is not my 
life they seek. Nay^ pause not to reply, 
or I shall die with teitor. I and tny 
child can follow when opportunity offers 
for assuring me of thy safety/' - 

••This counsel is wisely, bravdygivet),?* 
said Edmund } ••' attend tp/it straight." 

" There is no. time £>f p^yuse,'' ; thp 
jester remarked; ** you idQit .forthwith 

VOL, III. K 
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make good your retreat, or expect a r^^yal 
escort to London." 

f * Away — away T* cried EUnor, irnpa* 
tiently* <^ Haste to mingle with the 
retiring fugitives, to the end that you ogyay 
avoid the snare prepared ior you/' 

« O Elinor ! can I leave thee thus ?'* 

<<Nay, do not delay, or you kill me 
by remaining here." 

M All the fiends of darkness seem to 
have conspired to accumulate disgrace on 
this devoted head. My own misconduct 
gained me the name of profligate ; the 
baseness of another threw on me the 
shame of perjury ; recent fraud has 
pla<;ed me in the ranks of treason, — and 
nowy Elinor, can you desire me to merit 
the reproach of deserting my wife and 
chUd in the moment of danger ?" 

<< To remain with them can avail no- 
thing/* 

^ But it yrere more manly to die in 
their defence, than to seek safety in igno- 
minious flight." 
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*« Frenzy is not maniiness. I selfisHly 
require yoii to fly now, when you cannot 
protect me, that you mny live to be my 
protector at a fiitufe day. Hark ! I hear 
approaching footsteps.'' 

"You had better run, my masters,** 
said Bray: <* in any case I must, till I 
get fairly away from you ; or else I ^Mr 
afraid a member of my family, for whom 
I have a very great regard, will be lifted 
for an hour or so a little nearer heaven 
than he could wish to be in his pi*eseiit 
unprepared state/' 

<« If you make your election to re- 
main," said Edmund, addressing himself 
to Clifford, « I shall do the same.^ 

<« Gentles," vociferated Bray, " only 
Inflect what a thing it is to have one's 
goodly fbrm swung by means of a fwist 
of hemp round the neck. Prove that you 
have heads by uisirfg yout feet, and takl 
ing to your heels. Never stand looking 
at one another, but do as I do. Follow 
a fool's example, and be wise." ' 
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With these words he made his e*iU 
CIiffi>rd still lingered ; but at length the 
impassioned : entreaties of Elinor pre- 
vidled. ; She. named to him a friend of 
her father's who resided in York, to 
whom she advised him to repair; there 
she was confident he might be concealed, 
and thitlier in a few days she proposed 
to follow him. Mingling tears, and ex- 
changing embraces, they separated. 
. The house which had been assigned to 
Cliffi>rd, while his accession to the rebel 
cause was deemed of importance, stood 
in a garden at the extremity of the town. 
Scarcely had he quitted it with Edtnund, 
when Elinor heard a low murmur with- 
out. She looked from the window, and 
perceived that the building was beset by. 
armed , men ; and the same instant the 
door of the apartment in winch she had 
been left was rudely burst opep, and six 
or eight of the insurgents presented the 
points; of their .haH>erts to cut ofi" ail 
escape. 
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*' Seize tbem alive,'' exdaiined Father 
Egbert, who now pressed forward far 
en6ugfa to look into the room, not for** 
getting to take exceUent care to keep 
within the pcnnts of the halberts. He 
slarted with n^e and amazement at per- 
ceiving that those he sought were not 
thiere. 

** Where isCliffordandhiscompanibn?'' 
he demanded. ^ 

*« I know toot," Elinor replied. 

** Can it be possible that they have 
already fled ? Fly ^ — pursue them in all 
directions. Use all dispatch in this mat* 
ter; and remember, if they escape, some 
of you must hang fbf them.'' 

The man who had attended him obey- 
ed the command, and promptly retired. 
* *« This waythey ran," cried a voice 
without, which both Egbert and Elinor 
ktiew to be that of the jester. " Run fast, 
you varlets ; but mind, they are fearfully 
armed ; so stick close to your halb^rts, or 

. K S ■ 
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you stiall Hiever be able to deal with ^ 
tiiem." 

While Egbert was fiercely giving his 
orders^ the. wife of Clifford had f allea on 
her knees before him to implore mei^y ; 
she was still in a siq^Ucating posture, 
when ^e heard the jester copoperating, 
as she supposed, with those who sought 
he^. husband's life. 

" They shall soon be taken, holy fa^ 
ther/' he Aow called out to Egbeit, as 
he enteied ; '* I saw them run towards 
the windmill : the wretches,— ^ not to stay 
and be hanged for the good of their 
ftiends." 

Thus speaking, his eye glanced on 
Elinor, who was still on the ground, and 
he instantly stepped forward \Xi raise her; 
he was indignantly repelled, with the 
exclamation, << Avaunt, traitor !" 
^ M I-*-!,^' stammered the jester; «* if 
I -T if I am a traitor, its no more than 
people may say of your husband/V 

♦« Peace," cried Egbert j " pass you 
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beiowy and see the prisoners safidjr 
bestowed.'* 

The jester retired. 

''Rise, fairone/'saidthe Abbot, address 
sing himself to Elinor j '< eyes like thine 
should not waste their brightness in Tain 
tears.** 

" Ah ! let them not be vain — if you 
are a man, pity the anguish of a wretch- 
ed wife.** 

" I do pity you.** 

** May I then hope,** she eagerly en- 
quired, ^< that you will allow pity to 
show itself in action ?** 

« Never doubt it. But hark !•— the 
party sent in pursuit of the fugitives 
are here: I must see the captives 
secured, and will then return.** 

'^' Go not for such a purpose. Ah ! let 
the destined victims pass free. Spare the 
unhappy Clifford !** 

^ <* At this moment I must look to them ; 
but you, if you are wise, will be com- 
forted ; for if you desire it, I will yet 
K 4 
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proTide fer his escape. I shall speedily 
revisit you^ and then Clifford shall be 
free, if you continue anxious for bis en- 
lai^gemeUt**^ 

••For this bounty,'* cried EHnor, in 
a transport of joy, •• accept my blessiiyg 
and my thanks^'' 
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CHAP, XII. 



Nq pardon cattbe granted, he muft die; * * 

Must, or I hazard all ; which yet I'd do. 

To be obliged in one request by you : 

And, maugre all the dangers I forsee. 

Be mine this night, PU set your husband free. 

POMVIBT. 



£iLiNOR knew, not ta whom she ha4 
spoken. Though she taove than once 
had met Egbert at Lord Erpingham's, 
as he was generally closetted with the 
peer, she had seen him but for a mo- 
ment, as he passed to or from his Lord- 
ship's apartment. The long period 
which had elapsed since, had so far. 
efiaced his image from her memory, 
that, changed as his appearance was by 
the dress which he wore; among; the 
pilgrims, she suspected not, that when 
she invoked a blessing on him, she did 
so for the bitterest foe of her husband. 
K 5 
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Heedless of her own safety, she 
thought not of escape ; but when, as 
the ecclesiastic retired, she heard the 
key turn in the door, and found herself 
locked up, a suspicion came over her, 
which she could not wholly subdue, 
though she endeavoured to persuade 
herself that there were no grounds for 
akimii 

Two hours were spent in anxious ex- 
pectation. Elinor wept over her child, 
which, unconscious of the misery around 
it, slept on his parent's bosom. The 
Ivopes and fears, by which her breast had 
recently been torn, passed in melancholy 
review before her •* mind's eye;** and, 
s^iH musing on the sad retrospective, 
she beard not the opening of the door 
of the apiartment, nor perceived that any 
one approached, till the jester stood 
near her. The indignation called forth 
by his late conduct was renewed by the 
!»aiiner of his unexpected appearance^ 
and Elinor scornfully turned from him. 
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without deigtiii^ to bestow a single 
word on the traitor, as she had not 
scrupled to call him, when they last met. 

«* I am sent here to tell you, and I 
am sorry for it, a story so sad, that Will 
$omers himself, though surrounded as 
usual by a crowd determined to laugh, 
could not make it pleasant." 

Elinor listened, but spoke not. 

** In short, I am ordered to tell you, I 
need not say by whom, that to save your 
husband- s life'is impossible.*' - 

Elinor trembled, and in silence ap* 
pealed to Heaven for mercy and support. 

" This I have been told to say j but 
iady, I would fain whisper one word in 
your ear." 

" Approach not, thou wretched be- 
trayer." 

" Be calm, and hear me.** 

** I have heard thee too much : it was 
thy accursed voice that directed, the 
bloodhounds to the right track. But for 
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theej» my brave Clifford mi^ht have es^ 
caped,*'^ c . 

. ff What-% grievous thing it is> that a 
woman will have all: th^ talk to herself, 
and have it all her own -way! But, mis- 
tress, if you would hear me—** 

/ «< -My • ear should be again abused. 
Depart, I know thee; not/*/ 

"Marry, then you might be a little 
more civil to a stranger. — What I was 
going to say was this, if you would throw 
sa little kindness into that face, still 
beautiful, and give some small encourage- 
ment -^" 

" Base hind, be dumb !*' 
*« One of us ought to be so. *— Hal 
'tis now too late for explanation, and 
you must learn from another what> I 
would fain have unfolded. 

Some one was heard to . ascend the 
stairs, and - Egbert > entered. Addressing 
himself to Bray, he said,— . 
. ;,^^* Have you communicated the heavy 
tj^ipgs with which I sent you forward ?J^ 
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The jester answered in the affirmative. 

" Then you may away/* cried Egbert. 
Bray lingered for some moments; but, 
again ordered to retire, he obeyed. 

" Lady/* said Egbert, " it is sad to 
be the bwifNir of evil news, or the 
voucher for its truth ; but mine is the 
mournful task of confirming the intel- 
ligence which the fellow I sent to pre- 
pare you for my coming has imparted. 
Your husband, being excepted by name^ 
from the general pardon which has been 
granted, must be given up to the sol- 
diers of the King, and mercy is not in 
their thoughts." 

" This do I know right well; but 
when I saw you before, I was encouraged 
to hope that his fate was not yet sealed. 
You spoke of enabling him to escape.'* 

" But difficulties, not then foreseen,^ 
stand in the way. To make the attempt 
might cost me my liberty — perhaps my 
life/* 

"Alas!** 
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" Nay, the escape of Lord Erping- 
ham's nephew might cause the pardon 
to be revoked, and hundreds would die 
through his being permitted to live." 

« That — that,^' faltered Elinor, " must, 
be a vain fear. The King cannot be the 
monster you suppose." 

" It is too probable, that his bound- 
less ire would grasp with eagerness the 
mighty means of vengeance in bis 
power." 

Elinor wrung her hands with bitter- 
ness of heart, and looking to the small 
couch on which her in&nt reposed, she 
exclaimed, while a new flood of sorrow 
burst from her eyes, — 

*« My child ! thou art fatherless." 

*« But fair one, say," Egbert resumed, 
" if, reckless of danger, bne daring heart 
wiere found devoted enough to encounter 
the peril of incurring the hatred of his 
companions^ and the wrath of his king, 
what return would he merit ?" 
t^ << Ohy all that gratitude could yield 
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on earth, and all that earnO^t prayer 
could win in heaven !** 

« The first shall suffice." 

** What mean you, sir !" 

" That which gratitude may yield on 
earth : this is all that he claims, who 
has saved your husband/' 

« Who — - who has done this ? — where 
is the man ?" 

" He stands before you." 

♦• I know not what I hear. Gracious 
Heaven, if this be a dream, never let me 
wake more !" 

" Through my means," said Egbeit, 
^<your husband pursues his flight in 
safety." 

"And flies lie now towards York ?V 

« Ha ! — Towards York ! — O yes, be 
goes where he originally intended to 
proceed : I — /," said Egbert with em- 
phasis, ** pitying your woe, took care to 
let him have a fair opportunity for flight." 

**^ How shall 1 acknowledge this kind^ 
ness ?-i- how, how can I repay it !" 

■ « The way is brief and ^impte t while 
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be flies from you, thoughtful mily for Iiii|i« 
self, let me be requited by your remaining 
with me.*' 

If, from some tremendous shock of 
nature/ the earth had opened beneath her 
feet, and presented an abyss into which 
she must descend still living, £linof 
would have felt but slight emotion, com* 
pared with the horrible alarm, which now, 
chasing joy and thankfulness, deprived her 
of the power of answering, and almost 
bereft her of sense and life in the same 
moment, when, taking her by the haiid^ 
her, pretended friend preseMed himself 
on his knees. : ^» 

" You seem amazed,'' he said; ." nor 
can I feel astonished at it: "you could 
litfle expect that / wrfuld save Clifibrd 
from an ignominious death, and you from 
the dilgrace which ' his execution could 
not fail to bring on you, knowing, as you 
must, the hatred which he bore to me." 

Elinor heard his words, but compre- 
hended not their meaning. He Went on : 

•* Still your wonder subsides not. You 
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have promised gmtitude ; now let your 
promise be fulfiiied. From another^ 
Clifford had vainly sooght that grace he 
owes to Egbert.'' 

Elinor .faintly rqpeated the naine^ in 
iJie constemattcMi and surprise which she 
sustained from this new shock. Ren^ 
dered motionless by the excess of her 
wonder^ tiU now she had not peroehicid 
that he retained her hand; but in the 
moment that the name of Egbert burst 
bnher ear, she indignandy released herself 
from his grasp, and the power of utter^ 
aiice, which hud been, withdrawn from 
her by the first disclosure of the mis* 
creant's (4gect» .was restored. 

'< Thou recreant fiend!'* ahe ex^ 
claimcfd : ** thy baseness made me at 
first start. I judged that I saw before me 
the great eneiny of mankind ; but thy 
detested name explains and unriddles all; 
and now I trace thy lineaments, I am 
somewhat restored, to find that I speak 
but wi*h a mortal wretch/* 
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**U this the gntitude so libendly pro« 
inised, but now^ to hUn who saved yoar 
husband?" 

^< I owe no gratitude to him who would 
8av« his life to bkst his honour.'* 

M: He would not be so scrupulous^ 
where life was at stake/' 
^ 1* Not even knowlege of thine own 
oasenets can make thee, even thee, be- 
lieve i\^ calumny. He would not live 
with shame.'' 

** The absence of his ears give proof 
of that,'' Egbert sarcastically replied. 

*^ No, monster ! I repeat it, *-* he would 
not live tyith shame ; but shame can only 
arise from consciousness of guilti^ My 
husband never wouldgrovel through a life 
of ignominy ; though, in the hope of jiist 
vengeance, a lidpe I trust in God ku)t 
vainly cherished, he could survive cala- 
mity. But his wretched destroyer is 
already known, and detected crime has 
inade his name the subject of JMt- 
execration." .S^ 
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«* Beware, — in time beware, I say. 
You shall repent this fury/* 
. "Never!'* 

'< Tibis instant shall you bitterly re« 
pent it,'* he replied, in a tone of raging 
menace. 

" Would'st thou fright me by sword or 
dagger ?— ^Bring forth thy weapon : I defy 
thee.'* 

" Your courage soon will cool : my 
rising wrath shall teach humility/' ' 
: " Thy wrath and thee 1 laugh to scorn. 
I stand not on the privilege of my sex; 
for that I know, though all sufficient 
with the good and brave, can avul 
nothing with thee ; but, woman as I am, 
I fear not. By Heaven, I feel my in- 
dignation give such strength that I cwld 
play the Amazon, — beat thee lo the 
eisirth, and tear thy guilty heart from its 
polluted home.** 

" Enough ; — I have proved thy gratis 
tude : now let me whisper to thy pnv* 
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dence, that the danger is not past. Thy 
folly has revealed the place to which 
Clifford would repair. Remember this, 
and prepare to deck thy countenance, 
with all its softest, most atoning smiles, 
to give me pleasure." 

^* None but the smile of measureless 
contempt can fall on thee." 

<< Have you reflected, that this per* 
verseness must cost your husband his 
Ufe?" 

** What would thy baseness wring 
from a torn heart?*' / 

"You know the alternative which I 
have named." 

^« Is there no other ?•» 

« None." 

" To God, then, I commend'tny Clif- 
ford's spirit." 

" And doom his body to the scaffold ?" 

" If he may only be saved by my 
degradation — yes. Since such the hard 
decree, he must submit" 

«* He will not thank you for this mark 
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I of love. To die is pain j bat tenfold 

anguish will oppress the heart of the uA^ 
happy Clifford in his last moments,, to 
know that his doom Was pronouliicedcby 
the wife of his bodom/' '' 

'' Inhuman ! ^- You muster all that is 
most jappalling in terrible . array against 
a lonely trembling wife, and seek to crush 
virtue beneath the horrid weight: of 
terror and despair. But you will not 
succeed: no, Clifford wilL never. \ re- 
proach, me with his deatb, becausie.Iam 
faithful to my duty. I but make the 
election which he would dictate^ ; could 
he hear the infiimojis proposition/' J 

*♦ Incteed ! — methinks you would do 
well to afford him an opportunity of speak- 
ing for himself: at least yoii might pause 
till his voice can be heard/* 

" It needs not, monster!— ;for I know 
his heart, and all the thoughts and: feel- 
ings which inhabit it, and have no caiise to 
hesitate, were he here evei^j wliile;:his 
tongue cauld fashion ^them into/wocdsi''. 
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^^ Then let the consequences of your 
decision fall on him. When too late, he 
will repent that he was not permitted to 
choose for himself." 

<< And who would dare to tender him 
the choice ?— Thou would'st not like the 
task: for, even in the dungeon's gloom;^ 
thy timid wickedness would shrink from 
naming it to him, rightly judging, that in 
die moment which saw thy errand per- 
formed, the very chain which bound his 
gallant limbs would strike the insolter 
dtod." 

f^ Since you are thus resolved,*' Eg- 
bert furiously replied, <' I will reason no 
more. But while I hasten to give Clif- 
£H*d his 4eath, you, handed over to the 
lawless hands of the incensed rabble 
from whom he has fled, shall find, too 
late, that there is a degradation surpass- 
ing? that at which your senseless pride 
revolt^.** 

Obedient, as Elinor could not but 
cdkclude, to dome unseen signal, the 
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door was abruptly forced, and those 
who had presented themselves at an 
earlier hour again appeared. She be- 
lieved the moment arrived for the exe- 
cution of the persecutor's terrible threat. 
Egbert stood by the couch, on which 
the child, awakened by the noise, still 
reclined: his ferocious glance seemed 
to select it as the first object of ven- 
geance ; a halbert was pointed in that 
direction. The frantic mother thriew 
hersi^lf befoi'e the weapon's point, to 
shield the infant, and clasping it to her 
bosooif she sunk. fainting on the floor. 
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CHAP. XIII. 



-For him, , 



Life's ciip» embitteoed to the brim. 
Stood drugged with sorrows. 

Gratiak. 



The narrative must now go back to 
circumstances, which, from the period at 
which they occun^ed, ought perhaps to 
have been earlier noticed. It was in 
the Tower of London that Lord £r- 
pingham had the first opportunity 
of embracing his daughter, after a 
melancholy separation which had con- 
tinued through many years. The meet- 
ing was one which called forth emotions 
very opposite in their nature. They 
exulted in the discovery which had 
brought them together; but in proportion 
as their joy was great for this, their afflic^ 
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tion was extreme at the prospect they 
had before them of a new, a speedy, an 
eternal separation. 

' At almost any former period, Lord Er- 
pingham could have welcomed death with 
more satisfaction. The love of life had 
been rekindled by the recognition of his 
children, but he disc^ined to pray for 
its extension, on conditions which were 
at variance with his honour and his 
conscience. He was urged by many of 
his friends to acknowledge the justice of 
his sentence, as that, they contended, was 
the surest way of moving the King to 
mercy ; but this he steadfastly refused to 
do. To make such acknowledgment 
would be to confess guilt, and since of 
this his heart was wholly unconscious, he 
could not consent to an unmanly sacrifice 
of truth. Of the two evils, to him 
it seemed the lesser to prepare for the 
block. 

Firm to this resolution, when Sir 
Geoflrey Brandon, who had lately gained 

VOL. III. L 
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some favour with the King, waited on 
him to endeavour to induce the required 
submission, the Peer replied : — 

'*' I hB\e been guilty of no disloyalty, 
but adhering to the religion of my an- 
cestors, the head of their church is the 
head of mine. If His Highness, who 
once so gloriously achieved the high title 
of FideiDefensoris, has discovered that he 
was in error, he does right to act on his 
altered opinion; but I, not having been so 
fortunate, if I err, cannot regulate my 
thoughts, in matters of religion, by the 
understanding of another." 

** But your newly-found children," Sir 
Geoflfrey answered ; " think of them, 
and reflect how seriously their interests 
must be affected, by your suflfering the 
punishment of death for treason." 

"That thought affects me, but I am 
much consoled, by the reflection that I 
have never merited such an end. Since. 
I cannot choose but suffer death unde- 
servedly, or to do that to save life, which 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE imOlgKS OF LEADBNHALL. 219 

in my judgment would deserve death, 
I ought not and will not pause on the 
course to be pursued." 

This determination was considered 
fatal to his life, but when his answer was 
borne to the King, Henry admired the 
constancy of his prisoner as much as he 
condemned his obstinacy ; and, in a fit of 
generosity, the pardon of Lord Erping^ 
ham received the royal signature. 

Joy not to be described prevailed 
through the metropolis, when this act of 
lenity was known. Ferdinand and Ma« 
riana believed their troubles were finally 
terminated; and Lord Erpingham, though 
not often very sanguine, was much in- 
clined to adopt the same opinion. 

« At length,*' said he, '' I think I 
have reached that haven in which I may 
safely cast anchor, and remain, through 
the few remaining days which Providence 
-may lend me, undisturbed by the storms 
which agitate the rest of the world." 

^< Blessed beyond measure, blessed 
L 2 
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shall we be," cried Ferdin^d,. ''after 
the fearful tempests we have known, 
seeing we are at length permitted to en- 
joy the blissful calm which now awaits 
us. Mariana, no longer dismayed by the 
dread of a convent's gloom, shall hence- 
forth dwell in safety beneath an indul- 
gent father's roof, seeing she is released 
fVom her vows by the disgrace and dis-; 
solution of the sisterhood which claimed 

them." 

«• I know not," said Lord Erpingham, 
« that I could consent to her shaking 
off the restraint to which she had sub- 
mitted herself, though this is sanctioned 
by.the powers that be ; but that I cannot 
view those vows as binding, which were 
dictated by the profane depravity with 
which Mariana was lately associated. 
However it is not under my roof that 
Mariana shall long reside." 

: <* At least," said Mariana with a smile, 
« I may venture to hope my father will 
not send me from him in anger." '* 
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" No, of* that be assured; but that 
sweetly mantling blush which now in- 
vades your countenance, tells ine that to 
be sent where I would send, will not 
cause you deep affliction. It is to Ed- 
mund, — to hitn who now anxiously seeks 
you, — that you shall bQ given/* 

Mariana was embarrassed for an an- 
swer ; virgin modesty prevented her from 
replying in her usual tone, but the sacred 
love of truth forbad her to disguise her 
sentiments by affecting indifference or 
displeasure which she could not feel. 
i. She was 'released by the sudden en- 
trance of Sir Geoffrey Brandon, whose 
joyful countenance announced that he 
had good news to communicate, before 
it was* possible for his tongue to utter 
that which gave him pleasure, 
i " Triist me," cried Lord Erpingham, 
** lam cheered to see you thus merry, 
Sir Geoffrey. It would little surprise 
me to learn that you had some gladdea- 
ing intelligence #f your soq-in-law and 
L 3 
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your fair daughter, now so happily my 
niece, as was originally intended, ere we 
had knowledge of those troubles which 
were to disturb us in our latter years.'* 
. ** It is not that, my Lord, which has 
planted smiles on my cheek, though I 
hope aided by your Lordship, it shall 
xiot be long ere we discover them, and 
brin^ them merrily back to England; 
but that which JL have now to tell is, that 
the King has been pleased to speak most 
kindly of you." 

« Indeed!" 

«< And, not satisfied with the grace he 
has already shewn, he declared to me 
that he would henceforth be evetmorei 
your singular good Lord» and even now 
would fain have speech of you at Whiter 
halL" 

. '^ This pleasures me mtrch^ and I shall 
obey the welcome summons straight." 

" His Highness, being apprized of 
your recent happening on your children. 
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would also fain have them conducted to 
his presence/* 

It was with indescribable satisfaction 
that Lord Erpingbam repaired to Whiter 
hall, in consequence of this intimation^ 
His Majesty, on the arrival of the peer^ 
was in the grounds belonging ta the pa- 
kce, amusing himself with shooting at a 
mark» The moment it was made known 
to him that Ixycd Erpingham attended 
his pleasure, be being then in the act of 
taking aim, suddenly disengaged liis ar- 
row, gave it, with the weapon from which 
it was to have sped, to his yeoman of the 
bows, and, with a smiling countenance, 
tamed to meet the nobleman so latdy 
the object of unjust resentment smd ca- 
pricious mercy. 

But at this instant he was met, with 
an air of anxiety and surprise, by a noble- 
man, who, presenting the King with a 
dispatch already open, besought him to 
bestow his immediate attention on cer- 
tain sentences, which he indicated with 
L 4 
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his .'finger. The King read the passages 
to which his attention was directed ; his 
lips quivered, his face turned pale, and, 
a moment afterwards, a flush of rage 
overspread his cheek, and no ve^ige of 
the urbanity which had lately dwelt there 
could be. traced. 

** So, my Lord,** said he, as he entered 
the apartment in which Lord Erpingham^ 
by his command had waited his coming, 
*« you scruple not, even now, to appear 
before. your King.** 

' " I, my liege, never scruple to yield 
prompt obedience to the lawful com- 
mands of my King.*' 

' " This sounds well, my Lord ; but me- 
thinksy after pardon so recently bestowed 
on you in your own person, you might 
have trembled to appear before me, at 
the moment when you were right well 
aware that others, led to it by you, are 
now engaged in new treasons against 
me.** 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE MONKS OF LEADENHALL. 225 

"I pray your Majesty, let him who 
has reported this be confronted with me, 
that I niay denounce the falsehood, as 
that which has nothing of truth in it 
ought to be denounced, even to his 
face/' 

" Silence, knave ; nor think to prac- 
tise cozening arts on me, pretending that 
you wot not your nephew, with him 
whom you hava ever reared as your 
own, the sparkscnne Master . Edmund^ 
Sherborne, have joined the rebels.** 
. " Dread Sir, speaking under your cor- 
rection, this may not be. My nephew, 
degraded and- punished fpr that which 
now appears to have been no sin against 
truth, is: at this present (so I have worthy 
cause to believe), no longer in EngJahd; 
and, for Edniund — ** 

"Yea, is it so, my Lord ? but look to 

it well. You may shortly have good 

proof that he is in £)ngland -^ aye, by 

ray holy dame, and in London too j for 

L 3 
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whan taken^ hither shall he be brotfght 
straight) to dq>art no more/' 

Surprised at the anger of the King, 
and still more at the intelligence thus 
communicated, hord Erpiogham felt a 
degree of embarrassment to which he 
was little accustomed* He, however, 
attempted to repel the charge prefened> 
smd said^ — 

^* I have ever wished^ in so far as my 
feeble capacity enabled me^ to act the 
part of a good and dutiful subject to 
your Highness. Xhose who regulate 
their conduct by my precepts will never 
be found to rebel against your rightful 
authority. Even my newly*found son 
has already been instructed by me, that 
he who fears God will not fail to honour 
the King, and to be prepared, should need 
be, to fight — nay, to die-**- in his good 
cause/' 

<< These fair sayings are bll answered 
in brief. Thy nephew, — thy hephew, I 
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say, ~- and he trho has ever been edu- 
cated as though he were thy son, ^— where 
are they ?** 

M I know not, my liege j but I still 
crave leave to hope that they are not to 
be. found in the ranks of your Grace's 
isnemies, or rebellious subjects,'^ 

«« Fool ! — knave 1'* (The King, whea 
angry, was not choice in his expressions*) 
''What meanest thou? Be not these 
letters from the North, and niention 
they not that the rebels increase in insof 
lence, being countenanced, as all surmise 
by the newly-liberated Lord Erpingham, 
whose nephew is already ope of their 
leaders?" 
, •« Of this I have not heard before.** 

" 'Tis false, beast ! traitor !*^ 

^* It is known full well to your High- 
ness,'* Lord Erpingham replied with 
firmness, '' that I am nor beast, nor 
traitor ; and nothing have I said that is 
false/* 

L 6 
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- <* Barest thou prate to me ? Knowest 
thou not I can soon stop that tongue?'*. 

" Your Grace may crush me to the 
earth*^— ^: may deprive your unworthy sub- 
ject of life ; but not even regal authority 
can despoil me of mine honour,' or bend 
my mind 'to affect content when wrong 
is done me, and receive shaiiie as my 
due.'* ' 

"Why now 1 see rebellious rage 
flashing in thine eye ! I looked not to re- 
pent thus early that my mercy had inter^ 
posed between the axe's edge and thy 
life ; biit beware, my Lord/' 

"J. shall, my liege, I shall beware how 
I sin against my lawful sovereign.; Mis 
mistaken ire may endanger my, life, 
but my honour and my conscience are in 
my own keeping, and not to avert the 
wrathwhich may doom me to the scaffold 
WQul4 I forget the one, or act against 
the other." /r 

« Stand not there thus saucily to. hold 
parley with your King. Be wary in your 
8 
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conduct, Lotd Erpihgham ; your nephew 
is with the Yorkshire rebels. Remember 
that well, and when he comes, as per- 
chiahce he quickly may, to stand in the 
self-same situation from which my weak 
pity but now snatched you j he may look 
for a different result, for now I swear by 
my Maker, and may the oath be registered 
in Heaven ! should conviction and con- 
demnation fall out to be his lot, from me 
he shall find no mercy. If his blood 
stream not on a scaffold, it shall not be 
through my interposing love for the 
name of Erpingham.** 

The King then retired, with the ut- 
most indignation indicated in his counte- 
nance and manner. Lord Erpinghain, 
equally surprised and afflicted at what 
he had heard, would fain have persuaded 
himself that the report was untrue, but 
other advices soon terminated all doubt 
on the subject, and satisfied him that 
Clifford was really with the insurgents^ 
and that Edmund had embarked in the 
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same cause. It would be wasting space 
to tell how deeply Ferdinand and Mari** 
anna were afflicted by this news. The 
evil unhappily was one which admitted 
not of remedy or mitigation^ and nothing 
remained but to await in awful expect- 
ation the event 
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CHAP. XIV. 

I do in friendship counsel you 
To leave this place, albeit you have deserved 
High commendation, true applause, and love* 

ShakspSabb. 

When Elinor revived, the persons whose 
sudden appearance had overwhelmed her 
with alarm, were no longer in the room. 
She perceived that her head was sustained 
by some one who was occupied in bath- 
ing her temples ; and the idea that it was 
Father Egbert who attended her sug- 
gesting itself, she started up with horror, 
and beheld Nicholas Bray. 

Though her fear abated when she had 
ascertained that Egbert was not there, it 
was small consolation to find herself still 
under the observation of the jester, whom 
she believed the creature of her more 
terrible enemy. 
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She erred not a little in the conclusion 
which she had drawn from the expres- 
sions used by Bray. His directions to 
the pursuers were given not merely to 
throw off suspicion from himself, but to 
favour the escape of the fugitives, by 
sending; those who sought to overtake 
them where they were not to be foiind. 
Though subsequently prevented by the 
impetuosity of Elinor from explaining , 
his purpose, he continued to watch near 
her with anxious care, and to labour for 
her preservation.. He overheard . the 
language held by Egbert, and took care 
to call others to the spot, to whom he 
represented that they were all betrayed 
by the very man who, had been one of 
the principal instigators of the rebellion, 
and that to obtain Clifford's wife he had 
not scrupled to favour the flight of two 
of the individuals, who were to be given 
up to buy pardon for the pilgrims ge- 
nerally. , ,. 

And it was in that moment, when 
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Egbert, falsly pretending that he desired 
to save Clifford, claimed on that ground 
the .favourable regards of Elinor, that 
Aske, through the efforts of Bray, was 
made one of , the listeners^ He was not 
slow in deciding what ought to be done^ 
and in a. few minutes the chamber wUs 
forced in the manner before described, 
an^ Egbert himself made a prisoner. 

Briay was highly rejoiced when he saw 
Elinor again unclose her eyes* 

** Never be afraid, young lady," said 
he* " all may yet be well.** - : 

Elinor made no reply, but her looks 
sufficiently intimated die disgust with 
which she regarded the jefster* 
, /* Now I see/* said he, "you are still 
angry wjth me. You give me just the 
same frown which I got at Canterbury : 
then I might deserve it, but trust me I 
do not now.** 

" Leave me, leave me,** said Elinor ; 
*' I have no thought, no speech for a 
wretch of thy calling.** 
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<< Marry, at present I am a wretch of no 
calling/' the jester replied ; " but I would 
in all cases be your very poor friend.** 

" Talk not of friendship, manJ* 

«« Though your words be few, lady, 
your tone is not a little severe. But at 
that I need not marvel, for you suppose 
me to have endeavoured to detain Clif- 
ford. This is not so, but all the con- 
trary; and now hoping that he is in 
safety, I would fain offer my poor ser- 
vices to conduct ypu to him.'* 

" What new cruelty would you de- 
vfee?** 

<* None, lady ; and up to this hour 
believe me I have practised none; un- 
less, indeed, it be against Father Egbert, 
who, through my doings, is at this pre- 
s«it in straight confinement.** 

" Cease thy glozing. I know thy 
levity, in other days, could make sport 
tif things little fitted for jest, and ques- 
tion not, that now thou art but prepar- 
ing to mock distress*** 
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" I may not deny, that my irreverent 
mirth has sometimes run riot at that from 
which it ought to have fled. But, lady, 
there is at least one object in creation^ 
which not even the mad wit of a fool 
could profane with derision — a weeping 
woman.'* 

Elinor looked pn the jester with sotne 
surprise. The tone of animated ben^ 
volence in which he spoke, was so unlike 
his usual rambling strain^ that it ccm^ 
manded attention, and she doubted wfae!" 
ther she had not wronged him. 

" Thy manner is different from what 
it was wont to be,'* she said} '< what may 
I think of thee?" 

" At least think that I can feel for a 
woman in distress, and for a wife and 
mother, bereft by calamity of the pro- 
tector to whom I would fain restore 
them..'' 

*f Is this the language of sincerity ?" 

*« Doubt it not. Let the absence of 
your enemy, removed by my means, and 
now exposed to that very peril to which 
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he sought to give Clifford, pass for one 
voucher. That your husband has not 
yet been made prisoner may serve for 
another, as it will show you, that seeming 
to direct the pursuit, I taught his ene- 
mies to do any thing but follow him.'* 

" I fear me I have wronged thee, 
jester." 

• "Now yoii glad my heart. Let us 
hasten from this dismaV neighbourhood. 
I will be your guide to York. Since it is 
thus, I shall be so joyous, that my song 
and jest shall enliven all the way.'* 

" These shall not be needed.** 

"But they cannot be restrained; come, 
we will laugh, and we will be happy. 
By the way, I hope Master Clifford will 
not be jealous.*' 
- "Jealous, friend! Of what?** 

" O, if you carniot tell of what, I say 
no more. But methinks your qilfery is 
something like a personal reflection : I 
only meanly to hint my desire, that he 
might not take it amiss that you journey 
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with me, and amiise himself by cropping 
my listeners, that I may. not always 
have the same advantage over him that I 
have now." . '^ 

** Have' done with this idling/' 

** I cannot stop ray tongue while I am 
so happy as to possess your confidence. 
Come, I will lift your baby. Why, look 
at the little rogue, he laughs at me, while 
a tear, produced by your late alarm, 
rests just below his eye. How motion- 
less it stands ! Sorrow and care have as 
yet {)roduced no furrow by which it may 
pass, and so there it lingers on his damask 
cheek unable to get away." 

" Now let us forward." 

" I am ready to attend you," cried 
Bray. 

" Come, my young sir, you must with 
me. See how he keeps laughing. Marry, 
he makes me vain, for methinks I must 
even yet be worth something as a fool, 
since I can make this youngster some^ry. 
Why, What do you give me that buffet 
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for, you saucy young dog, with your lit- 
tle fat paw ? If you go on boxing my 
ears at this rate, you will serve me for a 
flappen But come, lady, forgive my 
prating, and now let us take the road to 
York/' 

They quitted the house together, and 
left Doncaster without molestation or 
enquiry. Elinor followed the jester, who 
continued talking incessantly to the 
child, encouraging his playfulness and 
pretending to reprove it. 

Two hours had elapsed after their de- 
parture, when they started at hearing 
the trampling of horses behind them. 
Bray suggested the propriety of conceal- 
ment, and a small mound enabled them 
to escape notice. 

*< Verily," cried one of the passing 
horsemen, " it is no wise thing to send 
Qs forth to night on this chace, which, 
after all, may end in nothing.'' 

" If," said his companion^ ^^jthe tale 
be true, which holy father Colt's TtK)th 
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thought it right to tell, they will have 
passed Ferry-bridge, ere we can come up 
with them.'* 

** Be that as it may, beyond Ferry- 
bridge I will not budge ere morning.*' 

" Nay, nor will I.'* 

" Nor I — nor I,*' repeated the others 
of the party, as they rode by at a pace 
which soon carried them beyond all 
chance of being overheard by Elinor and 
the jester. 

<* Those fellows,'* cried Bray, "are 
sent to find Clifibrd and his companion. 
They proceed to York." 

** I would fain hope not." 

** I fear me it is past hope, or even 
doubt." 

" Indeed ! how can it be known that 
they have fled to York, unless indeed — 
you — unless you — ^" 

« Unless I have told ! They are safe 
from me, lady ^ but you unluckily named 
it to Father Egbert.** 

*< Alas! and so I did.** 
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<< It cannot now be helped. But do 
not seem so sad. Clifford will not be 
the first man who has suffered for his 
wife's tongue. We must do our best to 
save him, by getting to York before these 
varlets." 

<* There is little prospect of that. 
Though I cannot feel weariness in such 
a cause, yet no speed that it will be pos- 
sible. for me. to exert, will enable us to 
distance their horses." 

^* That is very triie ; so as we cannot 
go faster than they, what we have to do 
is, to make them slacken their pace," 

" But it cannot be done." 

« We shall . see that when we get to 
Ferry-bridge, where we must join com- 
pany with them ?" 

» " How say you, must we join company 
with them?" 

<* Yea, so please you. I know you 
like not such mean society, but as you 
could endure it at Canterbury, I would 
hope you can submit to it now, for a 
brief space." 
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'* At Canterbury, my iMMband t^a^ 
with me.'* 

. << Ami that yeur husband isay be 
again >vith you^ (w^ick I fear he never 
will if you inddige over delicate scruples, 
I pray you to bear with the presence 
of these fellows for one short hour/' 

** I consent, but what can that avail?" 

** Time will shew, I would further 
have you stoop to the abasement of be« 
codung Mistress Bray." 
. " What mean you ?" 

** Only for a short time. Mo ofience 
to yoa, a wife is onfe <^ those treasures 
of which I would never rob a than ; 
but at present if you should be known 
as the partner of Clifford, it will nothing 
9erve your husband or yourself; there« 
fore I would have you appear as mine. 
Could I but strike a light, I would paint 
you.*' 

** And why should I be painted?* 

" Not to improve, but to hide "beauty. 
To prevent your being recognised by 

VOL. ni. M 
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any who might know you, and to mike 
you pass for a she jester. You see I 
have* got what remains of my fool ward- 
robe on* This I wear because in tra- 
veUing it secures me some favour ; and 
you as my spouse, shall not be dealt with 
harshly." 

«« I know not how to act.'* 

« Never fear. But the moon shines 
bright, and now I can see to paint you. 
Oh ! this is a good omen ! I was only 
wishing for a tinder-box, and kind Luna 
offers me a ready lighted candle.'* 

Bray lost no time in altering the ap- 
pearance of Elinor, so that her look was 
almost as grotesque as he had taken care 
to make his own. 

[■■ " And now," said he, "I pray you 
be prepared to pardon some license of 
speech, since it is needful that you should 
pass for the wife of a fool. See, we are 
already near Ferry-bridge." 

" And must we mingle with those 
who seek my husbatid's life ? 
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<< I can devise no means of saving 
that life without doing so. Come, be of 
good cheer, and I trust we shall soon 
resume our journey with lighter hearts 
and better prospects/' 

" Who goes there ?'* demanded one 
who stood at the door of an inn, or ale- 
house, as they entered Ferry-bridgfe*^ 

" Who goes there ?" repeated Bray, 
mimicking the gruffness of the pertom 
who had accosted him y^* why those who 
would fain come here ; and since the host 
cannot have been mad enough to go to 
bed leaving iiis door open and you so 
near it, if you will waddle your limbs to 
the right or to the left, so that your 
betters may find passage way, you will 
see who goes there" 

" You are a pert varlet, and use too 
many words.** 

" It comes from the foolish benevo- 
lence of my nature, which still prompts 
me to enlighten the ignorant, and waste 
M 2 
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Wit OB those who are too dull to relish 
it'' 

" You may spare it here.*' 

** Well, I am sparing it ; for to spare is 
to dispense it, which I do in the affluence 
of my humour, still throwing pearls 
be£E>re -swine, though acorns might do ias 
weU/* 

, " But take heed how you throw your 
gibing ao6rns tt»s way, or you may hap 
toiget a taste of £|n oaken stick fx yonr 
pains." 

** That is good — good for 4ne who 
18 had. But a jest froioi your isurly 
mottlih contrasts oddly with your bear- 
Hke catriage. Still to have produced it 
ifet aoaawthing. A ^U^^ gai^dener need 
not blush for prododtig \an aoturnn 
sqarlout frooi the old srttimp of a summer 
cabbage; so now that I haVe given you 
your way, do you gii^e me mine, by 
standing out of it, t^at I may pass. -^ 
Come Bridget/' 

•« Heyday ! what have we here ?" cried 
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the man, who now perceived the re-^ 
presentation of two long ears in tbe 
bonnet which the Jester wore». 

<* A poor fooU" cried Bray, •* so let 
ud not jostle one another." 

" And n^hat would you ? Did ybu 
think you were coming to the feast of 
the Ass'?' 

** No, I was afraid I should be toq 
iate ta sap with you/' 

** Aiwi who is it fc^ows? Have you 
got a wife ? 

" To be sure, most fools have." 

" I marvel, seeing those of thy calling 
aire so illy paid, that thou shouldst get 
a wife." 

** It was because I was so illy paid 
that I married. Alone I could not 
eat, so I thought it a saving to marry, 
as twenty can starve on less than one. 
Come along, Bridget," he continued, 
addressing himself to Elinor ; << we have 
good fortune on our side, to find a house 
open for suppering, or rather afternoon- 
M 3 
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ing, for I have had nothing ance my 
dinner ; so, come in." 

While he spoke, he pushed by the 
man who had first challenged him, and 
conducted Elinor into a room where the 
pilgrims, by whom they had been pas^ 
on the road, were regaling. 

*' Well met, my gallants," cried the 
jester. '^ Your worships make merry. 
None of you shall rise, I insist for me, or 
for my family ; so, though you may see 
by my dress that you have got a fool 
among you, consider me but your equal." 

" Why master Jester," cried the man 
he had encountered at the door, " this 
is none of your family. That boy in 
nothing favours thee." 

** Beduty, Master Gruffpipe is not 
liereditary," returned Bray ; ** if it be, 
supposing thy father to have looked like 
a handsome man, thou hast been shame* 
fully t^heated of all thine inheritance.*' 

« Whence come you ?" 

" From Lincoln, so please you, which. 
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you know, is a marvellously fiur city j and 
I have found rare sport on the road 
from it.** 

*• What sport, master fool ?" 
" You shall know that I fell in with 
a dame indifierently gay in her apparel, 
who demanded, just to show off her grand 
airs and costly notions, if Bridget would 
sell, her a pin to fix a stomacher. 
" You mean a skewer." 
<< I mean not a skewer, nor did she 
mean a skewer. Let thine ignorance be 
informed, that Queen Catherine, whose 
head, is now about to be severed as 
Queen Ann's was formerly, has been 
used to deck herself with small pins, 
made of brass and copper, (the invention 
is new,) in place of skewers,'* 
" I remember to have heard it." 
*< So did the dame I mentioned ; and 
she having made show of her knowledge 
*of court finery, entreated me to inform 
her of the best, meaning thereby the 
shortest road, to Lincoln. 
M 4 
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<^Aiid where \ms the sport in all 
lilMrt ? Thmi art a dull fool/* 

" If my wit run as low as thy sense, 
this may be smd Mritk trufb* A fouiid- 
atibn murt be laid for s bouse, and so 
tbtixse must for a srtory ; --« a child mmt * 
be mirsed before it ca^n mn alone, and 
so j»08tajest» Now listen. The buxom 
one I saw, being in converse with me, 
never scrupled to own that she was^ wife 
to one who by a late pact was to be 
given op to t)ie King* His Hfimej she 
said, wat ChfltonL'* 

,*« CJifibrd!'* repeated several voices; 
•• wkicli toad was she journeying P*' 

*< Wby, the Lincoln road, as I have 
already told y and thereat she laughed, 
and demanded if we bad seen her hus« 
band?'' 

"And bad you?'* 

♦* We had, with another whose life, as 
I since team, was in the same pre* 
dicament ^ and it seems these had been 
sent on, while she, pretending to be 
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frighted and ^surprised bj im amorous 
old monk/ had let out, as if •by chance, 
that they fled to York." 

*♦ Was that but a trick ?" 

<* i am now coming to the jest. Oh ! 
if you had but heard her laugh at the 
hurry in which she had got certain 
honest doddypates sent off towards York, 
to arrest those who never thought of 
going there, you had not soon forgotten 
it. Then to hear her describe the fnmei 
in which the muddy-brained blocks 
would arrive, and the sheepish looks with 
which thfey should return empty handed^ 
you had not shut that yawning gulf, 
which I suppose you call a Mouth, for a 
week." t 

*< Perchance her mirth will be 'soon 
stopped." 

** How shall that be* seeing those wh4- 
go to York cannot catch the runaways 
who make for Lincoln ?" 

"But we can pass thither at once, 
for we are those whom she has decayed." 
M 5 
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: "Say you eo? O, then I shall claim 
share of the reward which will be 
gained when the fugitives be taken. 
This will be rare, will it not, Bridget? 
Take ale, wench ; drain \ the cup : for 
with such a supply in prospect, we need 
not fear charges.** 

. The party to whom Bray had addressed 
himself, now took it into serious con- 
sideration, whether they should continue 
their journey towards York, or take the 
fQad which the jester had described the 
CHfibrds to have travelled. They de- 
cided for the latter; but doing this, they 
defeermined on leaving one of their party 
behind to watch the motions of the 
jester, whom they enjoined to wait their 
return, at the same time threatening 
vengeance if it should appear that he 
bad deceived them. 

: Eliaor was alarmed at the idea of 

being detained ; but Bray was not at all 

- dis^poerted. Pretending to exult in 

thie anticipated capture of Cliffi>rd and 
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Edmund, be pledged the whole party in 
repeated draughts of ale, taking care to 
drink but sparingly himself. While they 
were thus engaged, he suggested to Eli- 
nor that she might set forward with the 
child, and calculate on his overtaking 
her. She acted on this recommendation 
without delay. Shortly after day-break 
those who had been ordered to York> 
took the road to Lincoln, with the ex- 
ception of one man, who was left to 
look after the jester, ^ray had managed 
to ply him well with liquor, and he found 
little difficulty in prevailing on him to 
follow the others. He^ said they could 
both ride on the same horse, so that the 
pilgrim must always be secure of his 
companion. 

Jtn this manner they set forward. 
They had scarcely travelled a mile, when 
a little brook by the road-side met their 

vidW* ' * • - '' ', ^• 

• ♦< See you not how transparent that 
stream is ?** enquired the jester, 
M 6 
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, V I note ity'' refdied the pilgrim, ** and 
it makes me thirst.'' 

** Down and drink ; I wiU hold the 
reins for thee/' cried Bray } at the same 
time taking them from the hand of the 
other, who was almost helpless from in* 
toxication. 

, ** I would do it, but I cannot get off 
easily.*' 

<* Nevet fear, man. It is not diflScUlt 
to get down iii the world. Withdraw 
thy foot from the stirrup. So -»* that is 
well.** 

" I Can do it but slowly.'^ 

<< I'll aid thee to do it quicker. -^ 
There, you are now down," said Bray, 
and he precipitated his companion into 
the water. 

<< Hallo !" roared the pilgrim; ^< help ! 
mean jou to drown me?" 

" O no, quite the contrary," 6aid the 
jester, turning the horse round. *< I an^ 
going back to the inn to buy a child's 
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caul, which the landlord has for sale, to 
save thee from a watery death." 

He clapped spurs to the horse, re- 
traced his steps, and soon rejoined Eli- 
nor, whom he lifted with the child into 
the saddle 5 and proceeding now with 
greater expedition than before, they 
arrived in ssifety at York. 
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CHAP. .XV. 



FVom one dread moment^ shuddering fell 
Prom mental joy's frail eminence, 
To that abyss of woe intense. 

Grattan. 



It was in the street fading to the 
Minster, called the Stone-gate, that Eli- 
nor rejoined her husband and his inend< 
That joy was felt at their meeting, — that 
this was speedily succeeded by doubts 
and anxieties, consultations and debate, 
<^- the reader will easily imagine ; and on 
these it is therefore unnecessary to dilate. 
To state the result will be sufficients 

It was calculated that the pursuers^ 
baulked in their expectations, would 
speedily return from Lincoln to seek 
their orginal place of destination, and 
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therefore they concluded that no safety 
could be hoped for in York, The next 
thing was to determine to what place 
they should remove. Edmund inclined to 
the belief that it might be wise to get to 
the coast ; but it was finally resolved, that 
as flight by sea would be one of the first 
things that would occur to their enemies, 
it was extremely probable that agents, who 
could recognize them, had already been 
dispatched to the nearest sea-ports. 

But without coming to a final conclu- 
sion, as to what particular place they 
should seek, they left York singly, in the 
direction opposite to that in which they 
Calculated their pursuers might be founid» 
For. several days they passed from place 
to place in the same way, avoiding beiiig 
seen together; but never being long 
without communicating with each Mher.^ 
At length, at the suggestion of the jester, 
they shaped their course to Sutton-in»: 
Ashfield, where, he said, he had a couslli, 
whose house would be at their command.: 
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Here they found the shelter of which 
they stood in need j and from this place 
Bray undertook to journey to London, 
in order to communicate with Lord 
Erpingham. 

He succeeded in what he had engaged 
to perform, reached Fickett's Fields, and 
siaw the peer. It was his Lordship^s 
opinion, that Clifford and Edmund ought 
not to remain in any place at which they 
had arrived at the time when active 
search was making for them, and he 
therefore recommended that they should 
remove to Nottingham. Thei*e, ai: the 
outskirts of the town, by his means two 
cottages were procured for their recep- 
tion, of which they soon proceeded to 
take possession. They were bumble, as 
it was deemed prudent to avoid every 
thing 4hat might indicate the possession 
of more than would suffice to furnish the 
common necessaries of life. 

The habitation of Clifford was at the 
foot, or but a little above the £>6t of a 
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chalky hill. A ix)of bad been constructed 
over a hollow scooped in the hill, which 
was fronted with chalk» in which a door 
and caseme&ts bad been inserted. It 
was mean in appearance^L but as tlie very 
humility of its aspect was considered to 
constitute their security, he and £linor 
felt no disposition to repine on that ac- 
count. 

Often did they enjoy a walk by the 
side of the Trent, shortly after the moErn- 
ing had dawned. They even scrupled 
not to invade the forest, though at the 
risk of being challenged by the Verderors^ 
who were strictly charged to restrain 
persons diposed to leave the highways, 
from an apprehension that they might 
intend injuiy to the game. But the 
very early hour at which Clifford, his 
wife, and his friend ventiured on these 
trespasses, exposed them to small chance 
of being subjected to the penalties, which 
might have been pronounced against such 
offenders, by the court of Swainemote, 
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before which, if taken, they must have 
appeared. 

** Those hands were not made for such 
offices as they now perform," Clifford 
one day remarked, when he saw Elinor 
engaged in preparing the principal re- 
past of the day. 

** That tongue, Clifford, was not fa- 
shioned to utter such solemn and com- 
plaining sounds,'' she replied. << While 
you are safe from persecution, and re- 
lieved from the moral degradation, which 
once pursued your name, I am happy. 
The winged carolers, our neighbours, are 
clamorous in their joy for the commo- 
dious shelter this hill affi>rds them, and 
so could I be, when you forget to grieve. 
I enjoy, with highest relish, the very 
peculiarities of my situation, which you 
regard as painful ; and if I can but ad- 
minister to the comfort of my mate, I 
would scarcely deign to exchange this 
our nest for a palace." 

Months rolled over, and observation 
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was successfully eluded. Edmund re- 
sided in a cottage near that of CliiFord, 
and Bray acted as servant for both. 
Sometimes they left their homes early in 
the morning, and passed the day in the 
romantic and retired scenes in that 
vicinity till after nightfall, when the 
friends repaired to each other's abode, 
and spent their evenings together. 

Both Edmund and Clifford felt often 
tempted to pass beyond the seas. This 
done, they might enjoy a degree of 
security which was not theirs at present ; 
and Edmund was not without hopes that 
Mariana would rejoin him in another 
country, and become indissolubly his. 
But to this plan Lord Erpingham op- 
jposed himself, and, cherishing the ex- ' 
^ectation that the King would one day 
relent, he in the most pressing terms 
conjured them not to risk their own lives, 
and his peace, by making any such 
movement at present.* 

To them it appeared far from probable, 
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that the King would ever pardon. Since 
their aJbode. at Nottingham, a new insur- 
rection had broken out, in which some, 
of the parties who had formerly called 
themselves Pilgrims were concerned* 
The^i, when taken, had been prosecuted 
with the utmost severity ; and Aske, who 
had been received into favour at courts 
had, with several others^ suffered death. 
Lord Erpingham, however, did not de- 
spair, and confident in the precautions 
which he had taken for communicating 
with those for whom he was so largely 
interested, as well as in the trustiness of 
his messenger^ he never ceased to press 
upon them the importance of reociaining 
some time longer at Nottingham. 

Yielding to these suggestions, they 
gave up the idea of leaving Englaiid. 
Amply provided with the means of pto- 
curing every comfort» in which, circum- 
stanced as they were, they judged it safe 
to indulge, they began to multiply the 
ex|>edients for making time pass unper- 
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ceived; atnd the apprehensions which 
&xtmerly were never a^bsent from their 
minds, wore off by degrees, till they 
almost wholly forgot their recent alarms. 
One evening, a man who was coming 
towards Nottingham from York, was 
stepped by plunderers. Having taken, 
as they believed, all that he posae3sed 
of value, they were leaving him, when 
thfi man thus despoiled entreated that 
a pair of velvet shoes, of which he was 
the bearer, might he returned to him. 
This was refused : be saw them depart- 
ing, and, anxious to make one more efih^ty 
he offered to give them three angels, 
which tb^ had over looked, for that pair 
df isfcocB. The strangeness of this re- 
quest surprised the robbers, and seiz- 
ing the man, they soon obtained the* 
money which had before escaped their 
search. They new paid particiAat at- 
teiiti0D to the shoes, but tould perc^e 
nothing so costly in their ma$:^ as would 
aaceunt for the enormous prite the -man 
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had been willing to pay for their ransom. 
Struck with the mysterious character 
of the incident, they judged that there 
must be something extraordinary con- 
nected with the shoes, and it was sug- 
gested by one, that probably articles 
of value were sewed up in them. Qn 
this presumption they cut the shoes to 
pieces, and between the soles of one of 
them found a letter from Lord Erpingham 
to his nephew. The fellow who . dis- 
covered it was able to read ; he perceived 
that the paper which had fallen into his 
hands enabled him to serve the state and 
himself at the same time, by giving up 
Edmund and Clifibrd, and taking the 
reward which bad been offered for their 
apprehension. 

Edmund was on that night at Clifford's 
cottage; the friends were conversing, 
when the well-known rap of Nick Bray 
was heard, and immediately after, the 
jester entered. 

" Joy, joy !** h^ cried, <♦ We shall now 
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be happy and merry the longest day we 
have to live.'* 

" What has chanced?** demanded 
. CliflTord. 

" What has chanced! —why, good for- 
tune, so long a stranger to you and yours, 
has chanced ; and Lord Erpingham sends 
word that you have nothing to do but to 
beg the King's forgiveness, and be i:e- 
stored to your friends.** 

« Can this be so ?** 

** Oh, you may beassuredthat it is true ; 
one came to the door of the cottage, 
where I was keeping the fire company, 
and entreated to have speech of Master 
Edmund. * Marry, for what ?* said I ; so 
then he up and told me. * Tarry a 
season,' said I: 'you catch not an old 
bird with chaff; whereupon he made me 
know that he had brought letters from 
Lord Erpingham. * Is it even so ?' quoth 
I ; < and how doth he send them ?* * O,' 
replied he, * in the old way, which U 
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may be that same old way ?* questioned 
I. Thei he replied, < That it was by 
hiding them between the two soles of a 
shoe, of which he sent a pair ;* whereby 
I knew that he could be no cheat, and 
so have brought him hither/* 

While the jester wap speaking, a 
stranger entered. 

" What has been told is the truth,** 
he said. "You have but to ask forgiveness, 
and the past is forgotten. The mayor is 
now in waiting to receive your submis- 
sion, and to administer anew the oath of 
att^iance, and you shall thenceforth be 
freed from all periL** 

« And must he to the mayor ?** de- 
manded Elinor, startled at the sound. 

"That is needful,'* the stranger re- 
plied, **as yoii will find it set forth in the 
letter sent by Lord Erpingham, whicfh, 
donbtless, you have hy this received in 
the maimer be was wont to correspond 
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with you, while yet there was danger of 
discovery.** 

" I have received no letter," said Clif- 
ford. 

• " Then the fellow has loitered/* 

• ** He is here!'* exclaimed Clifford, 
and at that moment the messenger made 
his appearance. 

The person who had accompanied 
Bray looked round, and the messenger^ 
on seeing him, instantly fled. 

** Be not alarmed, man,'* cried Edmund, 
" all here are friends." 

The messenger did not hear, or hear- 
ing did not judge it prudent to return. 

• " He deems the ancient caution ne- 
cessary,*' Clifford remarked j "but come, 
sir, enough has been said to convince me, 
and now we are ready to obey the wel- 
come summons." 

They left the cottage, but had pro- 
ceeded but a few steps, when each was 
attached in the King's name as a traitor. 
The friends were in no condition to make 

VOL. III. N 
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\{'esistance. Their hands were quickly 
secured, and they were forthwith cou-^ 
. yeyed to the county jail. 

The calamity was one which could not 
be concealed; Elinor was inforctied = of 
that which she most dreaded to know. 
Bray was almost frantic, and frequently 
declared, that he had never sustained such 
distres$ since the day when his master 
the Cardinal had madQ a 'present of him 
to the King, when his woe was so greats 
that, according to Cavendish, "while 
on the way to court, he lamented like a 
tyrant,'* and being there, was so melan- 
choly, that he wassoon dismissed^ as wholly 
unfit to cheer those who: had an oppor- 
tunity of enjoying the pungent humour 
and brilliant waggeries of Will Somers/ 

With aching hearty still attended by 
the jester, Elinor followed her husband 
and his frien^ and brother in misfortutie, 
to London. Arrived in the metropdis^ 
though her father and Lord Erpingbam 
united their best efforts in the cause of 
15 
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fhe accused, ]^im>r doubted not that sen* 
tence would pass against them. It was 
not long before her fears were confirmed* 
Subservient judges and timid juries were 
not then hard to find ; and certainly a 
case was made out against the prisoners, 
which might have produced a verdict of 
guilty in h^^pier times, and such as at 
that moment left little grounds for sup- 
posing that the seintence would not be 
carried into execution- 
Bray felt this, and was sad at heart* 
^is mirth was no ^ more ; .but he still 
laboured to sustain the sinking spirits of 
Elinon 

"Never despair, la4y,-' said he; 
^ though the day be cloudy, the sun may 
yet shine y and there is hope for an oyster 
till the shell be in twain/' 

" Alas 1" she exclaimed, when he thus 
attempted to soothe her, " I fear there is 
no reasonable hope for. Clifford." 

« Nay, lady, after what you have 
already seen, it is not meet that you 
N 2 
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should despair. But I hive witnessed 
more^ and shall still look for better things, 
even though the death-day were fixed. 
Why, it is only some two or three years 
past, that Sir Edmund Knevet, l)eing sen- 
tenced to lose his right hand for striking 
a blow within the King's house, in the 
Tennis-court, was brought for execu- 
tion." 

« This cannot a£fect me/* 

** Methinks it may. Many high and 
illustrious characters were assembled on 
this occasion. * First among them stood I, 
in quality of spectator } then forth came 
the chirurgeon, with his instruments ; 
followed, the sefjeant of the "wood-yatd^ 
with a mallet, and the block on which 
the hand should lie. Who should come 
next but the King's cook, his white cap 
on his head, with the knife which was 
to cut off the hand. The serjeant of the 
larder was with him, to set the knife 
right on the joint. After this, behold 
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the setjeant farrier ^ with hot irons, to 
sear the veins.*' 

" No more of this." 

" Nay, hear ; for it shall comfort you* 
The Serjeant of the poultry appeared, 
with . a live cock, whose head was to 
be struck off on the aforesaid block. 
The yeoman of the chandri/ hronght sear- 
cloths; the yeoman of the scullery came 
with Srt, to keep the irons hot ; the ser^ 
jeant of the cellar attended with ale and 
wine J and ihe yeoman of the ewry brought 
basin and towels. All being ready, Sir 
Edmund took of his ru£^ and offered to 
submit his hand to the knife and the 
mallet, and laid it on the block, as it 
might be here. The knife and mallet 
were taken from off the form, which 
might stand as it were there ; when news 
came, that forasmuch as he had petitioned 
to lose his left hand, that with his right 
he might stUl serve the King, there- 
fore he should go free. Upon this poor 
cock*a-doodle crowed; but small cause 
N S 
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had be so to do, for Ins htind was pre- 
sentlj chopped, to shoW how it might 
hare fared with 'Sir Edmand^s hand, 
and, moreover, to furnish a relish with 
the ale and wine, which were presently, 
so I said, nuide a hand q^ in place of 
that which the knight should have lost. 
Now, afler this, lady, who. shall say 
that there is no hope for your husband^ 
altfioQ^ he be condemned, as many 
have beat before^ and who are now wett 
to live in the land ?^ 
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CHAP. XVI. 

yet confirm ipy heart, y^ powers above^ * 
This last tremendous shock of fate to prove. 

Falconer. 

Most unremitting were the efforts made 
in behalf of Clifford and Edmund ; but, 
though sometinles flattered with moment- 
ary hope, their friends had little reason 
to congratulate themselves. The name 
of Clifford could not be mentioned to 
the King without calling forth his indigo 
nation; and he unceasingly reminded 
those who were disposed to speak in 
behalf of Lord Erpingham's nephew, of 
the oaih he had made never again to 
shew mercy to one of that family/ 

Considering themselves devoted to 

death, both prepared to meet the in- 

evitable doom with firmness. Clifford 

indulged the belief that greater lenity 

N 4 
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would be shewn towards Edmund than 
he could expect for himself, as it had 
been proved by witnesses on the trial,, 
as well as by the admission which he him- 
self had made, that Edmund did not 
join the rebels till he had been urged 
to do so by the example and earnest de- 
sire of CllflS>rd; But this hope grew every 
day more and more faint, till he almost 
ceased to cherish it at alL 

CliffiMrd calculated that die execution 
would take place in the course of three or 
four days, when one night he was visited 
by Sir William Kingston, the Lieutenahfc 
of the Tower. It was after ten o'clock; 
and on that account he £^[>ologised as he 
entered, for breaking upon his prisoner's 
meditations at so late an hour. 

«* Heed not that,*' said CliflFord; "so- 
ciety is solace^ and you need not. fear 
marring my rest, as it cannot much en- 
danger the constitution of a man who 
has hut few days to live," 
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« You do well, Master Cliflford,*V re- 
turned the Lieutenant, -** to turn your 
thoughts that way : in sooth; to give 
them such direction was now the object 
of my coming hither. Life is imcertain ; 
we know not how soon our breath may 
be stopped i and^ seeing in the course of 
nature we cannot at the most remain 
very long, it is right. needful thjlt we 
should evermore holdourselve3 ready, as 
it is my hope you do hold yourself, to 
depart, even almost at a^ minute's warn- 
ing.'* > 

^* This is sagely uxged, and may not 
be forgotten." 

** Truly, Sir, it were pity that it should 
be J for sad indeed were your case, if, 
calculating on lengthened life, you should 
suddenly be astounded, like him of whom 
we read in the. Gospel, hy the awful 
tidings, < This night thy soul shall be 
demanded of thee/ '* 

<< I am much beholden to your kind 
intentions; but tell me quickly, good 
N 5 
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Sir William Kingston, whereto this whole- 
some discourse is designed to lead, 
hugely am I mistaken, if it be your 
wont thus to admonish aU priscmem be- 
ing under sentence of deaths but not yet 
appointed ta die/:* 
» ** AK me !'* reptied the Lieutenant, 
mith an air of deep affliction^. '^. sad. is 
the task !which I have now to perform. 
Trust me, my heart is fiill of bitterness 
•while I announce that mercy on eart^ b 
«ot for you. The King has rejeqted the 
suit of those who interceded on your 
Jbehalf.'* 

'< This, Sir, is no morb than I ex- 
pected.** 

. *«And, further, Sir» you are to.kn^ 
(that — that --'V 

Here he paused, and much afiected, 
tookCli£ford by the hand, who encouraged 
him to proceed -T** 

"I have,'* said the Lieutenant, <* wxthin 
the. last hour, received the warrant for 
jw>ure?cecution.** J . ; - 
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"Indeed!*' 

" It is here for your perusal. Behold 
the fatal ^tompi." 

« The §tarap ! I l^now not of what you 
speak." 

" .The King, Sir, by reason tbiat he i^ 
much in years, and often, but ill At ^^ 
^ase, cannot now sustain the fatigpQ of 
writing as heretofore, wherj^fore hi$ «igt 
feature has been engraved, and is iiow^ 
by means of a st^mp, conveyed, to sucb 
instruments as he^ ^ould sign. Would to 
Heaven it had been wanting here !'* 

*< I thank you. Sir, for this kind feeling 
towards me. When is the day on which 
I am to suffer ?" 

"It is even that on the threshold of 
which we now stand, and which, whfsn 
little more than another hour has passed^ 
shall be here.*' 

" I must die then to-morrow. And by 
what hour must I depart ?*' 

" You may nptlive beyond nine of the 
clock.'' 

N 6 
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« There is no help. Sir WUliam ! But 
it comes rather suddenly/' 

" It is even so, but I have lost no time 
in coming to you, more tl^an I could 
avoid, but it unfortunately chanced, that 
not looking for this order so speedily, the 
draper has not «ent the black cloth which 
was ordered to cover the scaffold. To 
him w^ I obliged to send, late as it was, 
to bid him forward some supply by an 
early hour in the morning. This, and 
directing the joiner to call his people 
together to erect the scaffold, which must 
be on the hiil, caused me to lose some 
little time m coming, but trust me not 
much.*' 

«♦ No blame, Str, shall attach to you. 
But can you procure me a messenger, 
who shall hie to Lord Erpingham.*' 

** That has already been done. He 
who has been sent to the draper, was 
charged to go on to Fickett's Fields, to 
beg of Lord Erpinghani that he wOuld 
straight attend here with those whom he 
13 
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has under his roof, whom I judged you 
and your fellow^sufierer might covet to 
behold once more.** 

" Then my wife is already informed 
that I am to die so soon." 

" No^ I but said that you forthwith 
desired to speak witii her, to the end that 
you might impart the news more gently.'' 

" This is. well j I pray you, Sir, let it 
noi escape you when they arrive. It 
will somewhat abate the bitterness of our 
separation. Therefore I entreat you whis- 
per all the truth into the ear of Lord 
Erpingham, but keep it from the females 
who shall be with him, if this may -be." 

« I will sadly but willingly obey, and 
the more so as the self-same request has 
but now been made to me from your 
friend." 

" He then is not to be spared ?" 

<< He is not, and be3ides him the Monk 
Father Egbert, who was largely concerned 
in the Pilgrimage, must lay down hia life 
at the same time." 
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<< Indeed ! There at least justice shall 
be done." 

« Hark! — I hear the trampUng of 
horses. It is Lord Erpingham^ and 
those we expect with him — I will down 
to receive them/' 

Clifford waited W||h much anxiety for 
the moment which should admit Elinor. 
He was embarrassed for an excuse to ac- 
count for desiring to see her that night, 
without revealing the news which he 
had just received. Hesitating as tp the 
course he should adopt, he heard the door 
unlockt and still undetermined, sayir 
Elinor rush to bis arms, 

<< I desired much to see you," ^aid 
Elinor, *^ but wished not to interrupt 
your repose to night, though I might 
perchance have ventured if I bad had 
hope of being aditiitted, for IhavQ grate- 
ful tidings to impart. But what, have 
.yx)u to tell ? Have you been cheered with 
^ prospect of mercy ?*' 

" I am not without hope, that merqy 
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the most ample and cdmplete that any 
earthly oiSender could desire, will yet be 
extended to me.'* 

« And I,** said Elinor, " was promised 
this afternoon by the Lord Chancellor, 
that he would use his best offices with the 
'King, and thai; I slyuld know ihe rei^ult 
(he trusted that it would be favourable) 
•by to-morrow noon.** 

** Your active love has done much. 
But metKinks you need take no further 
trouble on my account, since you cannot 
obtain answer till to-morrow noon.** 

« Think you that so long, CUfford?** 

" Too long to make it worth while for 
you to do more.** 

« You speak of it as if it were a y^ar 
distant. -^ Reflect, it is but a few houi% 
that we have to wait.** 

<< True ; it is but a few hours that you 
have to wait.'* 

. << And much I fear that you have no 
chance of gaining release from any other 
•quarter before that hour." . 
' " The King can throw open Uie doors 
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* 

of my prison before that time, should he 
think fit to do so.'* - 

" Oh, now I see it. You have received 
some kind assurance/' 

*• It may . be that kindness will soon 
be shewn to me." 

" And shall you^eave the Tower to- 
morrow?*' 

« Leave the Tower I — 1 did not say — 
yes — I. expect so." 

. " This is joy indeed. It was there- 
fore that you sent for me. That gene- 
rous heart could not repose in solitary 
happiness." 

Clifford had gone beyond what he 
intended to do. He wiished to throw a 
veil over the horrora; which the morning 
must disclose, but it was not his object 
to kindle that lively and expectant hope 
which now throbbed in the bosom and 
glowed on the countenance of the fond, 
faithful Elinor; He applied himself to 
repair this error. 

" Beware, Elinor, of indulging a de- 
lusive, dream, which first presenting 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE MONKS OF LEADENHALL. S81 

imaginary blis^ may then vanish to wake 
thee to wretchedness and horror.** 

" Nay, Clifford, never chide the honest 
joy which glistens through tears -of 
rapture, when I have the satisfaction to 
learn that you, who so lately, believed 
mercy from the. cBOwn could not be 
looked for, are now expecting an imme- 
diate release.** 

<^ But we must be prepared for the 
worst. We have. experienced enough of 
vicissitude to know that the most tremen- 
dous shocks are often prepiuring when 
danger seems to retire, and anxiety is no 
more. Did you bring your child with 
you?'* 

•*Not at this late hour* I thought 
you would not desire it. The night air 
might harm him.'* 

f* It might. Yet I eould have wished 
to see him. Did you leave him sleepr 
ing?" 

*^ I did." 

«* I would I had seen him.'* 
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** You shall see him in the morhing : 
1 will bring him to you by nine of the 
clock." 

" By nine !" CliflFord sadly exclaimed., 

*^ B^ nine he shall be here : I will come 
to the minute." 

«No — no — not then, Elinor! I 
shall be bu$y at that hour. But go to 
him to night. Kiss him as he sleeps^ 
and say for me, even* as the clock strikes 
One, for I shall then be waking, — * Thy 
father blesses thee.* " 

« This will I do. But shall I bring 
him to you after nine ? Shall I come at 
ten o'clock, or shall I defer it till I have 
been to the Lord Chancellor at twelve ?" 

«« You need not come before." 

*« After twelve then I shall bring 
him." 

<* It boots not, I shall not wish to see 
him then — here I mean." 

" Before that hour, perhaps, you may 
be eniabled to see him elsewhere." 

<^ It maybe, Elinor, that I shall be- 
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bold — But let us not flatter ourselves r 
I would fain hold myself always ready to 
die, and be you prepared for whaterer 
laay cbance.'* 

" So you are spared, ClifTord, I fear no* 
thing that can arrive. Should you die, 
methinks my woe will be brief, for I 
must perish with you/* 

f* There do you err> Should I fall 
beneath the headsman's stroke, it will 
then become your duty not to yield to 
sensibility and sorrow; but rather to put 
forth the courage and the firmness which 
marked your conduct in : other days- 
This is. that which I would press as of 
all duties the most imperative, the. most 
sabred: Let not weak regret for me, 
rob .my child of the parent whom tyranny 
would spare. Let him not go forth 
alone, to learn from a calumnious world 
that his father was a traitor; but if I have 
ever been dear, live to tell him truly my 
unhappy story, that he may not join 
the unfeeling throng who pass my grave 
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with scorn, or point to my parched quar- 
ters, with reckless derision.** 

" But why — why at this hour does 
your mind revert to such images? — why, 
when such cheering prospects — " 

<«Nay, Elinor, I — I speak of what 
may be. — But I would not longer de- 
tain you from repose: go — farewell.** 

** Farewell,*' cried Elinor, embracing 
him — ** Farewell — but for only one 
'^night.** 

«' Only one night !** Clifford repeated. 

Elinor was about to leave the apart- 
ment, when he called to her. 

"Stay — stay a moment. Elinor, you 
have been faithful to — ** 

He faltered. « To the end,** he was 
about to say, but he checked himself. 

" What would you say ?'* Elinor en- 
quired, not a little surprised at his man- 
ner. 

"But this, that you have been ever 
constant— ever kind. I have some- 
times spoken harshly. Do you for^ve 
me?'* 
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«* How unkind to ask it! Do you 
think I treasure up resentment against 
my husband? I have seen thee sad, 
and thy tongue has said what thou 
wouldst not have had it say. But thy 
heart has pursued and chastised it for 
disobedience, and then it has given voice 
to what I do remember — indulgent ten- 
derness and words of ardent love." 

" Then I am forgiven. ; — One more 
embrace, my Elinor. Now to thy boy, 
and remember what I told thee.** 

" And kiss him for his father ?'* 

•* And bless him, Elinor. At One, 
even while the bell strikes, my lips shall 
breathe the blessing I would have thee 
utter for me.*' 

At this moment Lord Erpingham 
entered. Clifford made a sign for him 
not to speak. They exchanged a few 
words in whispere. Elinor, with Mariana, 
who had just quitted Edmund, remained 
by the door. Both Lord Erpingham and 
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Clifford desired that their interview, 
dnder such circumstances, should not be 
protracted, and with brief, but ambiguous 
expressions of affection and sorrow, they 
parted. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Such torments, in the drear abodes of hell. 
Where, sad despair laments with rueful yeU, — ■ 
Such torments, agonize the damned breast. 

FALcoKka. 

" They have left the fortress/' said 
the Lieutenant, who presented himself a 
few minutes after the departure of Lord 
Erpingham. 

" I hope," said Clifford, « Elinor and 
Lord Erpingham's daughter received no 
intimation of what is to take place." 

"None. As they went forth, the 
straw which had been brought out m 
readiness to be carried to the scaffold 
obstructed the way, and the lady your 
consort enquired wherefore such a quaq* 
tity should be there. The fellow who 
had it in charge was on the point of ex- 
plaining that it was to be laid over the 
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sawdust* when I cut all short, by saying 
we required straw for more purposes 
than one in the Tower, and so no more 
was heard/* 

" You did well.*' 

" A confessor is now in attendance : 
will you be shrived forthwith ?'* 

** 1 would rather be an hour or two 
alone to compose myself; but the moment 
it is light, let the confessor come to me.'* 

The Lieutenant retired, and Cliffi>rd 
gave himself up to solemn meditation. 
His mind was so occupied that he heeded 
not how the time sped, till the hour of 
One sounded in his ear. 

" Thy father blesses thee!** he ex- 
claimed. *< These words are now mur- 
mured by the fond mother over her sleep- 
ing charge. Elinor still cherishes delusive 
hope, nor dreams it is a dying blessing 
of which she is the bearer. Thy father 
blesses thee, my child, and reconciled to 
death for himself, still sheds for thee a 
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tear, from eyes which weep because they 
may gaze on thee no more.** 

He resumed his seat, which he had 
left as the clock struck^ and reclining 
on his elbow for a few mcnnents, closed 
his eyes. But the brief repose in which 
be was inclined to indulge^ caa>e not at 
his call ; he found himself incapable of 
sleep, and abandoning all thought of rest, 
he occupied himself in writing to Elinor* 
. The confessor came at the time Clif* 
ford had desired to see him, and attend* 
ing to him, Clifford endeavoured to give 
all his thoughts to his immortal concerns. 

The, Tower now presented that scene 
of silent activity which those who have 
ever witnessed the preparations for an exe^ 
cation^ and who have not witnessed them 
so often as to become familiar with th^ 
spectacle, must own replete wiUi awfnl in« 
terest* The gradual assembling of those 
who had to tal^e a part in the sobmn bu^ 
akiess of the day ; the directiofis given to 
individuals to be in readiness at parti<:ubr 

VOL. III. o 
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points ; the exhortations to guard against 
indecorous hurry, and inconvenient pres- 
sure } the brief repelling answers called 
forth from those who had access to the 
sufferers, by the enquiries of individuals 
who had gained admittance but to gratify 
curiosity ; and the information sparingly 
dispensed by some of the officers, who 
were not proof against solicitation, caused 
a low murmur to run through the for- 
tress, which, though never still, indicated 
acknowledgment from all present, that 
silence best befitted the occasion. 

It was past seven o'clock when Clifford 
was led from his apaftment to a room 
in which he was to be joined by his 
feiloW'Sufferers ; Edmund had previously 
been conducted to it. Eager to see 
each other, and gratified to converse 
^nce more, though but for a few mo» 
ments and under all the appalling cir- 
cumstances of impending death, they 
bounded forward, and each clasped to 
his bosom the form of his friend. 
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<< This scene is near its close/' said 
Edmund ; ** how does it affect you ?*' 

" Much less than I once expected," 

Clifford replied j " and 1 feel as i^ others 

being unthought of, parting with roy life 

-would to me be as easy as throwing off 

jiy doublet/' 

" My feelings are similar, for my 
heart owns no crime.. Can our com- 
panion feel thus ?" 

At this moment Father Egbert was . 
brought in. The expression of his coun- 
tenance did not indicate serenity of mind: 
a ghastly paleness dwelt on his cheek, 
and the effort which he made to sustain 
without emotion the presence of those 
who owed their ruin to his machinations, 
adding ferocity to apparent sitkness, 
made him an object which it was impos- 
sible to regard but with horror. ' 

His scowl was met by Clifford's dis- 
dainful glance. 

« Dying," said Clifford, " I could wish 
to. depart in charity with all mankind, 
o 2 
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nor wish lio see one fellow*creatute in- 
volved in my inisfortun94 but even in 
this my last houri I deem it. no other 
than devotion, to recognise the justice of 
Heaven, in dooming him, who has so 
long been the enemy of all who were not 
base as himself, ^to perish in the toils whicjbk 
he had spread for others." 

« Enjoy your triumph still,'* returned 
Egbert ; *' it is my consolation to know 
that it will not be n long one." ' 

*^ I triumph not ; but the feeling will 
remain so long as my life." 

" Perhaps not ; for you will yet find- 
that I shall not be carried to the scaffold 
on which your degraded necks must 
bend, or if I am, it will be in a state 
which shall secure me from the misery 
of shrinking from the gaze of a gaping 
rabble, and of pitifully submitting to the 
headsman's blow." 

" This must be said," Edmund an^ 
swered» *' by other tongue than thine, 
ere it can gain credence." 
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*♦ Your present boast,'** added Clifford, 
*• is not less fraadulent than your former 
pretended piety. Wake, wretched being I 
to reason and repentance, and prepare to 
meet your inevitable fate with decency. 
" ♦* Fool ! I disdain your counsel j and 
have t^keq care to baffle all my foes; 
Faithful to the heart that demanded, and 
the firm hand which administered it, 
already the timely-swallowed venom dif- 
fuses itself through my veins. Yet a few 
moments, and you will see me expire by 
toy own dct, while you must suffer 
public execution^ Now renew yout 
Exultation. ~ Ha ! ha !" 

A strained attempt at laughter follow- 
ed the conclusion of his speech i and 
his wildly-rolUng eye, and convulsed 
frame, bore ample testimciny to the truth 
of his statement in regard to the poison^ 

" Miserable man!'* cried Edmund; 

" and hast thou put the seal to thy perdii. 

tion, by adding to the other crimes which 

oppressed thy soul* the guUtof suicide ?'* 

o 3 
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** Dreamer, no. He who only rushes 
on death, which he knows to be inevit- 
able, preferring a less to a greater tor* 
ture, works not his own end.*' 

" But if, — '' said Edmund. 

*^ Away with foolish suppositions ; if 
there had been a chance, a prospect of 
escape, I had not done it." 

The Lieutenant of the Tower entered* 
" You,** said he, directing his speech to 
Clifibrd, " must speedily prepare.** 

** I am ready,** was the answer. 

** And I,** said Edmund, without 
waiting for a similar announcement. 

« For you,** Sir William replied, '' I 
have fat other tidings. Though nothing 
could induce the king to forego the oath 
he had made, never to pardon the nephew 
of Lord Erpingham, late last night he 
was wrought upon in your favour. The 
news has been delayed through the mes- 
senger being suddenly struck with the 
palsy, even on his way hither, which 
took from him, for hours, both speech and 
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motion ; but he has at length forwarded 
free pardon for you, and eke for Father 
Egbert/' 

" 1 joy to hear it," cried Clifford. 
" Fly ! — fly to Lord Erpingham, — to 
Mariana. . One. whom thou hadst de- 
voted to death shall live," he exult- 
ingly cried, addressing himself to Egbert, 
— ** shall live through many happy years. 
Now, but that thou art too low to occupy 
more than a passing thought, I could 
commend thy guilty poUcy, which has 
destroyed that life which mercy — unjust 
mercy — would have spared." 

The moment which disclosed to Egbert 
that but for that act of which he had so 
recently boasted, his life would not have 
been , sacrificed, was one of unmingled 
agony. 

." Give me antidotes ! — give me anti- 

dotes I" he franticly exclaimed. " But 

no i it is all too late* O, cursed poison ! 

I feel thee stealing over my heart. 

o 4 
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Horror! horror !-t- both soul and body 
are lost, — lost for ever. . 

" Wretched man/' said Clifford, ** so- 
licit for mercy." , 

« Vain counsel/' Egbert replied : ^* re- 
morse comes to sting; but my crime- 
charged soul cannot tarry for prayer. 
Mercy ! — Ah 1 — have I dared to utter 
that wor4 1 Some attendant demon whis- 
pered it in mockeiy of Heaven^" 

**Nay> waste not thy last moments 
thus/* . . " 

" Again you would connsel prayer. ^^ 
It is too late, when penitence prompts 
Hot, but anguish and terror would extort. 
*-«* The tortures which now rack, but tdl 
of what I must endure through a dread- 
ful eternity. — Hie sudden news of 
pardon — O dreadful aggravation of 
misery! — ^^accelerates the work of de- 
struction* — 1 must away — down the 
dark •— dark and fathomless abyss*. — O 
horror!** 

He sunk to the ground in violent con- 
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vuldo9s» evidently expiring* Soitie Of 
%he officers removed bim, that his pre» 
4Se»$e inight not disturb Clifford, who 
was now iaforme4> hat f^w minutes re» 
I39mne<} to him fpr preparation. ' 

, <^ Tru^ m^'* daid £dmun<^ << though 
life conceded, wonldj under other circum- 
sta&des^ be regarded ai^ a moist royal boons 
it bow saddens m^ heart more to leave 
ihee to meet death alone^ than it was 
lately depifessed while we expected death 
togtether/' 

<* Then you are much unkind : I was 
guilty of ui^^ng those leasona which 
brought you into this str»t i and nothisng 
conld adtaiiinister auch comfert to tne in 
0^ dyi^g hour, as the knowle(%e that 
you are saved affords." 
; ^''I know tteae to be your feelings ; 
bttt ttiis miserable sielectkm makes youf 
fiijbe all thfi more aivere ift my mindtc" 

<< Not so, Edmund. Much ijt eimMlbrls 
im M know tbal^Qu shs^lite to soothe 
the grief of my kind uncle ; and yet more 
o 5 
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I rejoice, for that you will be permitted 
to watch over my boy, to admonish hiib 
'when he shall err, where a mother's 
voice may faiL Begrudge me not this 
happiness, but share it with me ; and now 
away — away to glad the hearts of those, 
who, mourning your supposed fall, ac- 
cuse me as the author of your death/* 

Edmund groaned, but made no reply. 

Sir William Kingston announced the 
sheriffs of London to be in waiting 
at the verge of " The Tower Liberty,*' to 
receive the body of the prisoner. 

"Have with you,*' cried Clifford ; 
« bear this letter to Elinor,*' giving his 
friend a paper. « Trust me, Edmund, I 
am glad to have none of thy company on 
this journey." 

Edmund hung on him in speechless 
sorrow, reluctant to loosen his hold, lest 
he should accelerate by one moment the 
execution. 

« Nay} I may not bfe detained," said 

= ■ • ' ■■'■:' I 
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Clifibrd, disengaging himself ; then, tak- 
ing a small red cross in his hand, and 
placing his bonnet on his head, he hastily, 
but with a firm step, passed from . the 
room, and took his place in the proces- 
sion, which had previously been ar- 
ranged, and which now moved slowly 
towards the Tower gate. Having reached 
the limits of the fortress, he was . de- 
livered over in form to the sheriffs, who 
forthwith directed the cavalcade pre- 
pared beyond, to move towards the place 
of execution. 

Edmund followed : he marked the 
calm and unaltered deportment of Clif- 
ford, whose appearance was that of one 
entirely bereft of earthly care. . He 
ascended the scaffold with perfect com- 
posure, and was speaking to the ecde- • 
siastic, who attended to assist him in his 
last moments, when the executioner, fall- 
ing on his knees, implored forgiveness 
for the part he had undertaken to per- 
form. 

o 6 
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•* I fiifgive thee^ man/' said Cliflbrd} 
.«* thou art to me but as the handle df 
4faiiie axe i and so I hold ihee guiltless 
of my deaths There is money for thee 
to do thjT work hnrdy ; for resdution in 
a headsman is bumtfiitjf/' 

He tb^, apparently impatient for the 
tttmiiiation of the sc^ie, threw off his 
cloak and bonnet. His tippet was neait 
untied. This part of his dress removed* 
Edmund saw his fiiand kned* Orer- 
powered bj his fediiigs» he ooidd lode 
no more, but hastily forced his way 
tfarou|^ the crowds not looked behind 
him, firom dread of sedng the uplifted 
axe J for the brealhlesa silence which pre- 
vailed satisfied him that the flu>ment was 
• arrived in whidi the devoted CtiffiMrd 
must aubmit to the last pang. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Ruin*8 wheel has driiFen o*er us^ 
Not a hope that dare attend. 

EvftVB*- 

^^SaouLD the efforts ndw.msddiig b^ 
crowned with success/* said EKnoTy. fts 
with Mjmati^i Lord fkpiB^ham^ and 
Ferdinand, she passed from the Tower '; 
<^ should the king be mercifti}, with what 
interest doiall we hereafter recal jtUs 
ttidilight visit P' 
Lord Erpingham made no reply^ 
<« ShaU we QOt^ my lord ?*' si^id £&Mf, 
.i^ppealing to him; with some immatioii^ ' 
. <^ We «fto«2er indeed/' wa» his aiaswtf. 
<^ What mean those torches . whidt 
jttove^bottt.ii) 3iich nunber^?''^ she 
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enquired, pointing to another part of the 

hm. 

Lord Erpingham was slow to an- 
swer, as he knew the lights which had 
caught her observation were borne by 
the men assisting, those employed in 
erecting the scafibld on which the prison- 
ers were to suffer in the morning. He 
evaded explanation, by saying it was 
not uncommon for workmen to labour 
through the night in the vicinity of the 
Tower/* 

The servants who attended with their 
horses approached, and without further 
conversation, he and Ferdinand assisted 
Mariana and Elinor to mount, and the 
party proceeded to Lord Erpingham^s 
house. With few words the peer ex- 
cused himself for retiring at that late 
hour; and the ladies and Ferdinand 
betook themselves to their several apart- 
ments. . . 

They reassembled between eight and 
nine in the morning. The deportment 
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of Lord Erpingham was calm ; but his 
countenance was unusually pale. 

** I fear your lordship has rested 
ill," said Elinor j " you are not well, my 
lord?*' 

« And, my father, you are in tears" 
Mariana remarked; *'have evil tidings 
reached you since we parted ?" 

"No, Mariana, no. — Of that,*' he 
added, speaking to himself, " I stood in 
little fear j for the worst was already 
known." 

Elinor caught at the last .words : 
though not uttered aloud, she heard them 
but too distinctly. 

"And what, what!" she eagerly en- 
quired; "what my lord was that worst?** 

" Press not for explanation: you will 
know all too soon." 

" Know all /" exclaimed Elinor j and 
the wildness of her alarm communicated 
itself to Mariana. -r-" What dreadful im« 
port lurks beneath these ambiguous sen- 
tences ?— What is the wor^f?— What is 
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tbe fetrfiil all which you would fbr fi 
moment; veil ?" 

^ My children," said Lord Erping- 
hami ** on me devolves the miserahle 
task of telling that, which had my ow|i 
selfish feelings been consulted^ X should 
have died before it could be told by 
mortal. Be firm; and remember that 
tie who bad bountifully given, may wisely, 
.in<rcifuUy» take away." 

<* Is it so ? Must we abandon the l«!t 
hope?*' 

: *< No lady," replied the peer„ *«^we 
ivust betake ourselves to the last coD* 
solation, and hope that those spirits 
lepoae in blessedness^ wl;ia are deilied to 
teinam in this world of sorrow." 

** Sorely, surely, the fatal ord^r 'has 
not been signed 1" ctled Mariana. 

^ Prepare to Imow the truth* Last 
:iiight tbe warrant for the exeeutioB wtis 
iraicftived at thje Tower : therefore i^f^te 
yon tent for f. but it yn» the wijih 6f ib^ 
iufibrer» tbat^yim should not b»ili£mM4 
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of their doom till some little time had 
been afforded to prepare you for it, and 
they desired to spare you the additional 
bitterness of parting from them, with a 
kpowledge that in this world you could 
meet ho more/* 

" rU to the king,*' said Elinor j " I 
will find my way to his feet : no guards 
shall keep me from him ; no word of 
anger, no weapon of death shall repel 
mer 

** Alas ! this cannot be j andif itcould^ 
the efibrt would be affectionately vain; 
By this the victims have been led to the 
scaffold/* 

Not all the endeavours of Lord £r- 
pingham to prepare for this disclosure 
could prevent the shock from being 
terrific: Mariana sunk into the arms 
of Ferdinand, without power to utter 
one word, and was borne by hef brother 
into the adjoining apartment; Elinor 
stood motionless as a statue, scarce seem- 
ing to respire* 
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Lord Erpingham toolc her by the hands 
and placed her in a chair. 

*< Be calm, madam/' he said, while the 
violence of his own emotion sufficiently 
proved, that if he retained the power to 
give, he wanted ability to follow such 
advice. After a long pause, he again 
addressed her : 

" I had hoped to have prepared you for 
this fatal intelligence by degrees, but my 
pwn anguish betrayed me into culpable 
precipitation. Death, we ought all to 
]lold ourselves ready to meet; and though 
% scaffold adds to the terrors which 
IQgny of the strongest and the wisest 
feel at its approach, yet it is in some 
degree consoling to know, that if the 
crii^0 charged against the victims whose 
fatQ we deplore ranks among those of the 
blaokest dye, yet there is in their par- 
tiottltr case circumstances which miti- 
gatei and almost excuse the wanderings 
into wbich they were betrayed. 
8 
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" Most true, my lord/' Elinor sobhfd; 
" but why — why has not this been told 
to- the king ?'* 

" It has J but the unhappy oath which 
he made, never to pardon one of my 
blood, prevented the exercise of his best 
prerogative in favour of Clifford. The 
whole nation, I have reason to believe, far 
from regarding the devoted with horror, 
unite their prayers for the departing 
spirits, since it is too late to wish for ' th^ 
remission of the sentence. Even now I 
learned, that the mometit it is known the 
execution has taken place, the bells of 
all the neighbouring churches, however 
it may offend those in power, will toll for 
the sufferers.** . 

" But may there not be a possibility of 
moving the king ?** 

" Were there but the faintest gleam 
of hope, think you that I would not 
pursue it with eagerness not to be sur- 
passed even by your own ? But alas ! it 
cannot be. That oath, that fatal oath. 
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makes it impossible for the king to 
relent" 

At this moment a shout was heard in 
the rear of the house, and the word 
*' Pardon !" from a hundred tongues. 

** Heard you not that, my lord ? It 
was the cry of * Pardon !' It grow9 
louder ! ^^ it comes this way. — - My Clii^ 
ford is spared.'* 

The cry was repeated. 

<< The cry is too near^ and too loud to 
be mistaken. Far dim is the word. Can 
this be possible T' 

*VAB is right, my lord ^—^ all is wel^ 
fair lady,'* cried Nick Bray, who now 
burst into the room. << The king has 
pardoned them. Their noddles may 
sometimes be laughed at, but they t«^ill 
not be taken off?' i^ 

" Blessings — eternal blessings requite 
the merciful act!" exclaimed Elinor, 
while^ clasping her child to her hearti tears 
of Capture fell in swift succession on the 
jtraces of that of anguish which had pre- 
ceded them. 
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" This is indeed a boon !'' cried the 
peer* 

An immense crowd was now assem* 
bled in front of the house. ShoutiEi of ex* 
ultation were repeated. The outer door 
was opened, and some one approached 
the apartment in which Elinor rested. 

"He comes," she exclaimed ; **now — 
now, my child, receive afather's embrace.*^ 

The door opened, and Sir Geoflfrey 
Brandon entered. 

" Whither have you been, my father? 
Why were you not here sooner ?" 

" I have been striving, though all hope- 
less the case, to gain an audience of the 
Hing to beg a respite." 

" But where — where is he ?** 

" Speak you of Edmund ?" 

" Aye, where is he ? -^ for doubtless 
he and Clifford, on recieiving their pardotiSt 
were liberated in company.** 

Sir Geoffrey offered no reply. 

"I heard him— I heard Cliflbrd enter.** 

" I think not,** said the father. 
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<< Then fly to meet him. Bid him 
haste. You look surprised, as though 
you supposed my senses were bewildered. 
Know you not, that CUfibrd and Edmund 
are spared?*' 

*< I know that Edmund has been par- 
doned; but — " 

" But I** exclaimed Elinor, with a 
dreadful presentiment of what was to 
follow* " But what !" — Endeavouring 
to repel the terrible idea which had pre- 
sented itself to her mind, she added — 
" and CUflford too— and Clifford too ; — 
both have been spared. Thou saidst it, 
jester.'* 

<<I did, lady^ and so the mob told 
me." 

*^ Didst thou not see him ?*' 

« I saw Edmund.** 

« He approaches !** exclaimed Elinor, 
as the door again unclosed to admit 
Ferdinand. 

^< Is he come ?** she demanded, 

<< He is I" was the reply. 
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" O joy unutterable ! But why — why 
ia he not with you ?*' 
• " He feared to approach you at this 
moment/* 

" Feared to approach me ! Can Clif- 
ford fear to approach his Elinoi* ?'* 

"Clifford, madam?*' 

" Aye, Clifford : whence this wonder ? 
Did you not say he was here ?" 

** I spoke of Edmund. I am indeed 
unhappy if I so misled you as to 
wake a hope that Clifford was in this 
house. I, madam, am but the bearer of 
this letter, which he confided to his 
ftiend/* 

" Why did you delay to give it? 
This will explain his absence.** 

With convulsive eagerness she tore 
off the encompassing silk, and read as 
follows: 

" ^ Beloved Elinor ! the bitterness of 
death is past.* ** 

« Hear the glad tidings !*' cried Eli- 
nor, looking at her father, and seeming 
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to reproi^ the hesitating ambiguity 
which had alarmed hen *-^ She resumed 
the reading of the letter^ which ran thus: 

"* Be firm as you have been faithful i 
nor doubt of my last prayer on earth, 
my first thought in Heaven being yours, 
and yours alone. Consider me now as 
addressing you from the world of spirits ; 
for when this meets your eye I shall be 
numbered with the dead/* * 

«* O God !" exclaimed Elinor. 

The paper fell from her hand : slie 
&inted not— « she uttered- no new ex-* 
clamation; but inwardly shuddering, she 
glanced wildly round, and her distracted 
gaze falling on Ferdinand, she regarded 
him for some minutes in silence. 
. *^ Whence had you that dreadful* 
paper?" she at length demanded* 

« From Edmund/' 

" And was there — was there no hope 
for — for Clifford?" 

•< It U my affliction to teU> there was 
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none. Edmund left him on the scaf- 
fold!" 

£linor sighed deeply. Her feet seemed 
about to fail her, when assisted by Lord 
Erpingham, she sunk into. a. chair. 

The tumult in the street continued 
but with occasional intervals' of compa- 
rative silence. It was during one of 
these that the tolling of a distant bell 
was heard. 

' Lord Erpingham and Ferdinand ex- 
changed looks, intimating to each other 
that in the solemn sound each recognised 
the kiiell of Cliflford. It informed them 
that the execution had actually taken 
place. :. : 

Elinor had: heard the bell, and per- 
ceived how it was noticed by those who 
were near her. 

" Receive his soul !" she faintly mur- 
mured. 

Sir Geoffiey Brandon thought she 
had addressed some request to him, and 
tenderly desired to hear it repeated. 

VOL. HI. p 
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» I prayed fer my huiribaad/' she re- 
plied i <* for that dismal note which is 
mm repealed, aamiuioeB that I am a 
widow/^ 

The afflicted fiither turned airay to 
<;onceal his agitation* 

The tolling OHitinued^ and the sound 
came in so many directional that it 
seemed clear that Lord Brpinj^m had 
not been misinformed when he was told 
that all the ne^fabooring panshes were 
resdiute to testify their sorrow for the 
fall of his kinsmen. 

<* For thee, -<>^for thee^ my child» si^* 
jeA £linor, now unhappily an orphan^ thy 
sad remaining parent must still survive;^' 

Mrs. Roper, who had ramdned near 
Mariana, came suddenly into the room* 

" Prepare — prepare/' she cried^ ad- 
dressing EUnor, *^ for a new shock*" 

" I know it all,*' was the answer, f* I 
— I — '' 

«* One is just arrived irom<lie Tower.'' 

<' Let him enter* •«- 1 am prepared." 
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« No, riot for such news as I have to 
inpaTt^— *y0ucttnnot be/' 

<< What mean you ? Can vengeanoe 
pursue the victim even after death ! Can 
cruelty have dared to insult his dear re- 
mains P' 

« He lives 1*' 

A cry tif universal surprise followed 
tins assertion*. 

"Heiafieer 

<^ What can this mean?*' demanded 
Elinon ^' You^ madam, would not sport 
with a wretdted nioumer^s feelings 1 I 
heard the knell of death." 

« But not for Cliflfiwrd/' 

<« Cin the king have jdented 7^ en- 
quired Lord Erpingham : ^ has he for- 
gotten his unholy oath?" 

*< The King of kings," Mrs. Roper 
replied, << has relented, and removed the 
tyrannical Henry from earth." 

•< How ! is the king dead ?" 

^ It is for him that the kndl is heard 

which you supposed was soutfded for 

his victim." 

p 2 
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** And is my husband safe ?** 

" Even so. ' Henry breathed his last 
shortly after stamping the pardon, which 
was rieceived at the Tower for Edmund 
and Egbert. The council did not re- 
solve at once to m^e his death public, 
but deeming it inauspicious to commence 
the new reign with an execution, by 
their advice, the young king's first act 
was to spare the life of Clifford." 
; Elinor looked on her child, but had 
no time for speech, when Qiflford, fol- 
lowed by Edmund and Mariana, burst 
into the apartment, and overpowered by 
the unhoped for joy, the heart which had 
been firm so long, yielded at last, and 
she fell speechless and motionless in 
her husband's embrace. 

When Clifford knelt on the scaffold, it 
was not to receive the fatal blow, but to 
repeat the miserere. This ended, the 
ecclesiastic who was present, was utter- 
ing the last words of consolation, when 
the intelligence arrived that the life of 
Henry the Eighth had closed, and that 
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the reign of his successor was not to begin 
in blood. 

** Wake — wake/* cried the restored 
husband, while still bending over the 
inanimate form of Elinor, " wake, Elinor, 
to happiness, to witness universal joy, 
and receive at last the meed of generous 
heroism and confiding love.'* 

*^ The call has not been made in 
vain,** said Lord Erpingham ; *« her 
eyes unclose, consciousness and recollec- 
tion return.** 

** O yes,** sobbed Elinor, " that voice 
would almost raise me from my tomb. 
Marvel not, my Clifford, that I am thus 
overcome j for, snatched from the appalling 
abyss in which I lately sighed, to the 
perception of a feeble mortal, it seems 
but a brief step from bliss so exquisite as 
this to Heaven.*' 



THE END. 
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Odker WMes bff the same Atthor. 

THE MVSTERY: or, FORTY YEARS AOO. A 
Novel. In Three Volumes. 

CALTHORME; or, FALLEN FORTUNES. A 
J^ovel. In Tlirce Voknueft. 

THE LOLLARDS. A TiQe. In Three Volumes. 

^ The Lollards Is a tal« abounding in incidents, and 
rich in pathos. The intertA k equal^ dividet]^ and b not 
interrupted by tedious cdgr^sions, irrelevant matter, or 
long dialogue^ whadi no way bear on the diief sabject 
of tne stoiy. Lord Cobham ^d John Huss act coii- 
i&icttotis Murts in this historf of the Lollards, nof can 
Uidr death<4cene8 be read without strong emotion. The 
gentle Alice, Lord Cobham^s daughter; the noble minded 
constant Matilda, the betrothed of hi| %on, are characters 
sweetly drawn ; and Octavius^ the high ^uited son of the 
venal Earl Poim, by whom Lord C(%ham^was betrayed, 
even unto death, inspires a strong interest in the reader's 
breast. All the characten are in nature, «nd a mce&l 
nmpticity reigns throu^out.*' — N^w Monthfy Mtigaxme. 

'The book before us is not a mere commentary 
upon human passions, and a nicely constructed series of 
incidents and stoxy, intended to interest and de%ht the 
imagination ; but it asfHres to the loftier task or idend* 
Qing remote and important matters of history, with the 
occurrences of private life, and the customs and habits of 
private society. The author's research has been suiicient* 
fy extensive to enable him to unfold the obscurities of 
history, and to connect them with life and the actions of 
men. * He has done this not only with the d^ightful in- 
terest and vivid colouring which attract and charm the 
general mass of readers, but with an accuracy and general 
fidelity, that may defy the most cynical of antiquaries. 
His motto is fully exemplified, for truly in his pages, do 
' Forgotten generations live again.' " — 

European Magazine^ 
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** This tale aierits a high rank in a jdass «f wfidi^ . 
carried to new and greet perfeetion in our <d«r^ The era 
which it attempts to pourtray, is one of c(eap interest, 
and very difficult to be delineated. Tlie difficulty has 
been surmounted in a way wfaidt d^oes infinite credft to 
the author, who must hare read extensively to have 
^ end[)led himself to involve so much of private life in the 
tale of a period of which the domestic details have been 
so scantily handed down to us. His local antiquities are 
exceedingly cutious. A deep and appalling interest is 
comMned with fine graphic illustrations and angular 
traits of ancient manners. TVuly does it make * for^tten 
generations live again.' ^ Upon the wfaole» we would isay 
of * the Lollards/ that it is at once an uncommon,, an 
instructive, and a well written tale^ with Incidents of suffi* 
dent pathos uid interest, to rivet the attention of those 
who look for a well connected fable, to unfold at every 
link the useful and agreeable." — - IMerary Gazette. 

^ In the class of those who have been most success- 
ful as historical novelists, we would rank tiie author of 
* the Lollards.' He now in his present work carries us 
back four centuries, and shews that he is well versed in 
all the niceties and peculiarities of our historj^, and well 
able to combine them with tiie lighter attractions of ro- 
mance. * The Lollards,' in a tale replete with interest 
and powerful description, gives an admirable view of the 
early period of the reformation with well drawn charac* 
ters of some of the individuals who were most (Hstin* 
guished, and a curious but faithful picture of English 
manners in the beginning of the fifteenth century." -^ 

LHerary Ckronide* 

" We consider the Lollard* a work d no small research, 
as well as genius, and^witfa the moderate qualifications t^ 
our recommendations, mentioned in the course of the 
preceding remarks, we hesitate not to pronounce it 
worthy of a place both in the study of the scholar, and 
the boudoir of the fair." — Literary Register, 

" This tale, interesting in its incidents, and rich in its 
descriptions, is founded on an important era of English 
history. We have an animated and curious picture of 
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the mannen of the times, some highly curious descrip- 
tions of th^ then state of our metropohs, and a fine, clear 
description of a tournament in Smithfield. These volimies 
are extremely interesting in their vivid descriptions of 
ancient London."— -^oK^ite^ of lAterature, 

'' The author evinces much accnracjr, and considerable 
antiquarian knowledge, which is judiciousljr distributed 
through his pages. Some of the. most amusing parts of 
this work are the local descriptions of places, in which 
dme has produced most ludicrous contrasts." — Monthly 
Censor, 

* « Tlus is a very ingenious performance. The story is 
amusing and well planned; we wish it were a little less 
tragic. Upon the whole, it is a gratifying production, 
and wdl entided to the popularity which it enjoys." — 
Gazette of Fashion. 

** There are man^ scenes of high historical interest, and 
some are given with a laborious accuracy. The ample 
success obtained by ' The LoUards* in England makes it 
unnecessary, perhaps, that we should djveO much longer 
t>n its merits. The descriptions of andtint London, and 
its inhabitants, are ample, curious, and interesting; and it 
18 well that • The Lollards' appeared before * The For- 
tunes of Nigel;' for, notmthstanding the difference of 
period, a charge of imitation would, at least, have been 
preferred. In iustice to the author of 'The Lollards,' 
we give the following descriptive extracts, which may be 
put in advantageous competition with the somewhat 
coarse, if not exaggerated accounts in Nigel of the state of 
Fleet-street and White- Friars in the days of James the 
First; and, putting our author in a situation so distin- 
guished, we shall not injure its effect by any further ex- 
tract or encomium."— Pam Monthly Review, 
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